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Yes, thank you Hayley. 
With the introduction of the new Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2022a) as a school we must follow the guidance of the new curriculum in order to plan our own to fit the pupils we have in our school. This will give our school a sense of ownership over our curriculum, how we deliver the curriculum to our pupils to best support them as individuals (Evans, 2023). As a school, while planning our new curriculum we must also ensure we include the mandatory aspects, such as literacy, numeracy and digital competency (Welsh Government, 2022b). This curriculum is centred around each individual child within the school. Looking at how we can ensure each child works at their own level and pace while also making progress (Nicholas et al, 2021). Within the early years, the new curriculum puts a focus on curiosity and using play to develop the understanding and knowledge of the children. The children begin to have some control over their own learning with this type of approach. It is like the Reggio Emilia approach, using an inviting environment, providing experiences that appeal to the children and providing an adult to support when needed or prompted by the children themselves (Essa and Burnham, 2019). A Reggio Emilia approach enables the environment to interact, modify, and take shape in relation to the projects and learning experiences given to the children of the setting (Reggio Emilia Approach, no date).  These aspects have been transferred to the curriculum for non-maintained settings, encouraging practitioners to let the children explore in the environments provided while also begin available to intervene or join in with the play if a child gives a que to the adult (Welsh Government, 2022c).  
To lead and mentor others on this subject, I needed to develop my own knowledge on the subject before including others on the journey to improving our practice (Hadfield, Jopling and Needham, 2015). So, over the last half term, I have begun to use some of these within my classroom. To begin with I observed the children within the classroom and used the assessment guide provided by Welsh Government (2022d), making notes on the behaviours and learning I seen. By doing this I was able to use the observations to understand how the children in the class learned, gathered information on their interests and noticed which areas I needed to improve. One clear improvement was to include more authentic and real-life experiences through play while using the outdoor environment that sparked the interest of the children.  
While researching the best way to tackle these challenges, using the Froebelian approach seems the most beneficial for our children and facilities we have access to. Green and Clark (2024) emphasis the need to slow things down within the early years, giving the children the time and opportunity to focus on play in order to learn and build relationships. We can link back to the curriculum for non-maintained settings, they both put emphasis on similar aspects of development and what is needed on the children to make progress. The adult should follow the lead of the child, supporting and furthering learning when needed. Tovey (2017) supports this approach and using the Froebel way of providing learning for the children in their early years. She believes using outdoor environments supports the development of children. This is more beneficial when there is an enabling adult at hand for when the children need the support to develop learning further. 
Sheridan: I understand how this would work in the nursery and reception classes, but how will this look in the slightly older classes such as year 1 and 2? Is it appropriate for children that are in year 2 to be working in a similar way to nursery class children? 
This is something that I struggled with before this project also. The first thought that came to me was ‘how can I tell the senior team that my year 2 class is just going to be playing all morning’. But that is where the environment plays an important role in the process. The year 2 children still need the opportunity to play and be curious about their learning just like the nursey children but the experiences and equipment we provide will be fitting for the child’s level to support the progress within their learning. Having a good balance of just free play time for the children to be in control of their own learning as well as play opportunities provided by the environment or adult to develop specific skills (Smith, 2023).  
I was wondering Hayley; would I be able to present this project to the rest of the staff in one of our whole staff meetings? As I stated earlier, we plan our own curriculum using the guidance from the document provided by Welsh Government (2022a), if we include all staff to contribute, I feel this will give even more ownership over our curriculum. I would like for us all to collaborate and come up with ideas and plans together. This is an approach that can create an empowered, collaborative and accountable team (Rodd, 2013). I feel including all staff in the planning of our outdoor environment will be most effective as we have built relationships with the children of our own classes and understand their needs. Therefore, including all in the idea stages will help ensure we meet the needs of the children in order to develop their learning, understanding and knowledge further. 
Hayley: Yes, we can look at getting something put in the calendar for the coming weeks. 
Thank you, I appreciate your input today. And I look forward to hearing all your ideas for moving forward in the whole staff meeting.
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