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[bookmark: _Toc78483855]1.0 Introduction
VLE stands for the virtual learning environment which allows the students to learn virtually via internet from home. The VLE in learning and education sector have brought a significant change due to the involvement in the learning process. The learning in the virtual learning environment does not require the student's physical presence rather requires the connection of internet on smart devices to attend the class or learn from the lecture (Truong, 2016). In this report the impact of the virtual learning environment by the university have been explained. The University of Wales use the Moodle as its virtual platform to teach the students in the virtual learning environment. The impact of the Moodle in learning for the students have taken place in this report. In this pandemic situation the learning of the students is greatly boosted from their home maintaining a safe distance and protection from the pandemic situation. The maintenance of the VLE and its impact is presented with the research report. 
[bookmark: _Toc78483856]2.0 Literature review
The digital activities and operations are becoming so crucial in modern time since all the activities are becoming concentrated to the digital platform. Nowadays the maintenance of the IT is seen in every sector. The connection of the IT sector is with the digital and virtual world. The VLE is a learning platform in the virtual world that is used by different educational institutes and organizations to provide the students the learning opportunity in the virtual world (Domagk, Schwartz and Plass, 2010). The students require less effort to take part on their learning. For instance, the students do not have to visit the organizations physically, but can learn from home by accessing the VLE platform. Moodle is the learning platform in the VLE used by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. In this platform the students of the university can get access to their learning materials and virtual class. They can easily get connected to the lectures and learning materials and develop their skills as per their learning. 
According to the research conducted by Dupagne, Millette and Grinfeder (2009), the virtual learning platform has several advantages among which the communication process is the main. The longer distance students can easily get connected to the learning process by involving in the online class and learning process. The special reference can be provided in this pandemic situation. The whole world has come to a standstill situation. With the help of the VLE platform Moodle the universities and other educational organizations can conduct their learning platform properly in the virtual world. The virtual learning environment in this pandemic situation is allowing the students to continue their learning and online class in the Moodle. The students can directly connect with the teacher via the learning platform and learn from that (Evans and Gibbons, 2007). In this pandemic situation all the students of the university are using the Moodle and conducting their learning process. 
Evans (2008), opined that the maintenance of the Moodle platform is so effective that the students can easily get connected with their desired learning platform. The students can directly join the live classes taken by the tutor and lecturers. The requirement of the learning platform is smart devices where the internet access is available. The students can connect from their home maintaining their safe distance and safety measurements. If any students miss the lecture on time, they can find the video of the class and lecture or the materials on the Moodle platform. Moreover, the students are greatly benefited by the virtual learning platform Moodle. 
While conducting research over virtual learning platform, Hsiao and Brusilovsky (2012), also pointed out some of the lacking of the virtual learning platform which derives with the process of maintaining the platform. The maintenance of the platform is complicated. In some cases, the students and the university feel the risk with the maintenance of the privacy. The interaction of the learning in direct and physical classes are more fruitful for the students rather than using such virtual learning platform (Kirkwood and Price, 2013). Along with these the lack of internet connection, device problem and systematic issues might hamper the learning of the students. 
Form the explanation of Lin and Atkinson (2011), the learning process of the virtual learning environment takes place with the use of the digital devices and connecting the with the virtual media. The students with the connection of the virtual media are able to maintain the IT requirements from where they can develop their quality and progress of maintaining IT devices. The connection and maintenance of the online and virtual connection helps the students to learn about the online activities, server requirements of the platform. Another major benefit of the VLE for the students are the development of the communication skills. 
The process of learning in the virtual learning environment is playing an important role in this pandemic situation. Along with the advantage of continuing the study and learning activities in this pandemic situation, the use of the virtual platform also makes it effective for the students to explore and learn by themselves (Oviatt, Arthur and Cohen, 2006). There are different students who are being more interested in the virtual learning platform that attending physical classes. Thus, the learning platform in the virtual learning environment are developing along with which the students need to keep pace. 
[bookmark: _Toc78483857]3.0 Aims and Objectives
The aim of this research is to demonstrate the impact of the virtual learning environment on the students and their learning progress. 
To attain the aim of this research the following objectives have been set to achieve. 
· To demonstrate how the students are using the virtual learning platform
· To explain the advantages of the virtual platform Moodle for the students. 
· To elaborate how the students can develop their digital skills and abilities to grow with progress. 
· To recommend the use of the Moodle platform properly for the students. 
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Approach of the research
The research activities and operations are done directly or indirectly based on the approach of the research. Research can be conducted with primary research and secondary research. The primary research is the conduction of the research directly involving with the topic and observing (Cinici and Dagnino, 2016). The secondary research is about the conduction of research by collecting the information. To maintain the safety of pandemic situation this research has been conducted with both of the approach using some virtual communication with students and gathering evidence. 
Strategy of the research
The theoretical research activities and data collection is known as qualitative research and the practical evidence and its collection is known as quantitative research (Creswell, 2013). In this research both of the strategy has been followed to collect and conduct the research. 
Data collection
The data are collected from different sources like primary sources and secondary sources. For this research the primary sources are the students who responded to different questions about the impacts and use of Moodle platform. 
For the collection of the secondary data the literature survey has been conducted using different magazines and online websites. 
Sample size
The pandemic situation has prohibited to conduct research directly on the population. For this research 10 students have been selected at random to conduct the research activities. The students have been communicated in the online media without any physical touch. The google sheet has been shared as the form of questionnaire in this research. 
Data analysis
To analyse the data and evidence for this research the collected response from the google sheet has been recorded in the excel sheet and presented with graph. The analysis and explanation of the graph showed the result of the research (Colodzin, 2009). 
[bookmark: _Toc78483859]5.0 RESULTS  
The result of the data collection and the conduction of the survey with the questionnaire have made it effective to collect the data and evidence from the students. The students were asked with the basic questions about the impact of the virtual learning platform Moodle. The questionnaires and their response from the random 10 students of the University of Wales are presented in the table below:
	S N
	Questions
	Responses

	
	
	Yes
	No

	1
	Do you have experience of using Moodle or such program before?
	6
	4

	 
	 
	Class lecture
	To use email
	Library of the university
	Assignment 
	Interesting 

	2
	What motive or purpose make you use the Moodle platform?
	2
	0
	3
	2
	3

	 
	 
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	3
	Do you think it is the perfect platform to use in this pandemic situation?
	4
	3
	1
	1
	1

	4
	Do you agree that the virtual learning platform has more advantages that its disadvantages?
	3
	3
	2
	1
	1

	5
	There are certain lacking of using Moodle.
	2
	3
	2
	2
	1

	 
	 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	1
	What would be your feedback about the use of the Moodle platform from out of 5?
	2
	4
	3
	1
	0



[bookmark: _Toc78483860]6.0 Discussion
The discussion takes place with the explanation of the derived result from the survey of the student's questionnaire. Here it can be seen that the first question was about the experience of the students to use the virtual platform.

On the first question the experience of the students was asked. Among the 10 respondents of the students, 60% of the students had the experience of using such online platform for conducting their learning. On the other hand, there are 40% of the students who are new in this platform. 

The second question was about the purpose of the students to use the Moodle platform. Among the several students most of the students find it interesting. About 7 of the respondents think that they are interested in this platform. Another reason is recorded as the use of assignment in the online platform and their guidance on which 6 of the respondents responded. The use of the library and the use of the class lectures are also the motives of the students that were reflected by 50 and 40% of the students consecutively. 

Third question of the survey was about the perfection of the use of the platform. Among 10 students 4 student highly agreed to the term and 3 of them agreed to the term. Stating about 70% of the students think that the platform is perfect to learn in this pandemic situation. On the contrary there are 20% of the students who think the platform is not equivalent to the physical class or learning process. Among the students 10% did not responded to this question. 

The fourth question is about the advantages over the disadvantages of using the virtual learning environment. According to the survey the students gave consent about the use of Moodle where 60% of the students think that the advantages are more than disadvantages. The other students were 20% who think the disadvantages are more for using such platform. The rest 20% were neutral in this question. 

The fifth question was about the limitation of using Moodle to have direct experience of class. 50% of the students agreed that they are facing the limitation of the losing the benefit of direct experience of class from such platform. On the contrary there are some students ranging about 30% who think that there is less limitation of this platform. These are the students who are more interested to conduct their learning process in the virtual learning platform. The rest 20% of the students did not respond to this question. 

The last question of the survey was about the feedback of using the platform for learning in this pandemic situation. Among 10 respondents 3 of the students gave 5 rating out of 5. 4 of the students gave 4 out of 5, 2 of the students marked 3 out of 5 and 1 student marked the platform with 1 out of 5. 
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The virtual learning environment in this pandemic situation is causing a greater influence to the learning for the students. The students can interact their learning process in the online and virtual media via these platforms. This research has been conducted to show the impact of the Moodle platform on the students and their learning. From the conduction of this research, the response from the students have been generated via online media to reflect on the impact. From the explanation of the response, it can be stated that the students are becoming benefited in this pandemic situation to continue their learning and skill development activities. The students are also getting interested to use the platform and develop their digital skill which is the motive of this platform. 
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Questionnaires
Question 1: Do you have experience of using Moodle or such program before? 
Question 2: What motive or purpose make you use the Moodle platform? 
Question 3: Do you think it is the perfect platform to use in this pandemic situation?
Question 4: Do you agree that the virtual learning platform has more advantages that its disadvantages?
Question 5: There are certain lacking or limitations of using Moodle to prohibit from direct experience.
Question 6: What would be your feedback about the use of the Moodle platform from out of 5?
Data collection table: 
	S N
	Questions
	Responses

	
	
	Yes
	No

	1
	Do you have experience of using Moodle or such program before?
	6
	4

	 
	 
	Class lecture
	To use email
	Library of the university
	Assignment 
	Interesting 

	2
	What motive or purpose make you use the Moodle platform?
	4
	2
	5
	6
	7

	 
	 
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	3
	Do you think it is the perfect platform to use in this pandemic situation?
	4
	3
	1
	1
	1

	4
	Do you agree that the virtual learning platform has more advantages that its disadvantages?
	3
	3
	2
	1
	1

	5
	There are certain lacking or limitations of using Moodle to prohibit from direct experience.
	2
	3
	2
	2
	1

	 
	 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	1
	What would be your feedback about the use of the Moodle platform from out of 5?
	3
	4
	2
	1
	0










Question 3	
Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	4	3	1	1	1	


Question 4

Question 3	
Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	3	3	2	1	1	


Question 5

Question 3	
Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	2	3	2	2	1	


Question 6

Question 3	
5*	4*	3*	2*	1*	2	4	3	1	0	



Question 1	
Yes	No 4	6	3.2	


Question 2	
Class lecture	Assignment	To use mail	Library resources	Interesting	2	0	3	2	3	
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