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How power is created and used
This essay will cover the ways in which power is created and used as well as exploring the systems in which power is built upon. When we consider power within the UK, we think about our government and the royal family. This brings into question of how the royal family gained power. In order to understand this, we must first define power. ‘Power is the ability to do something and act in a particular way or to have to capacity to influence behaviour of others across a series of events.’[footnoteRef:1] Power has overtime become a normal part of our everyday lives.  [1:  Cambridge Dictionary, Cambridge University Press] 

In western society, there is a social order which governs our behaviour and is used to assert authority. The social order includes 4 institutions; the family, the belief system, exchange mechanisms and power. The basis of power is dependent upon observing behaviours, people and environment in order to gain insight on a particular group, or culture. The concept of power and authority has been introduced to humankind in such an innate nature that we subconsciously have surrendered to it. For example, within a family, we are taught that our caregivers have authority and power over us. As this our first relationship in life, this becomes our first interaction with power. 
The belief system as a social order has derived from unconventional occurrences within the universe that has resulted in the believe in a potent and divine power. This divine power is seen to be unlike human power where those who exhibit such powers are believed to possess godliness. Therefore, they are respected and entrusted to rule over others. Initially, this was thought to be a temporary notion for the purpose of rituals and religion. However, this eventually became a permanent system and basis for power.
One of the main conceptions of power is economics or exchange which is also the third social order. The idea within this social order is that in order to receive you must do. This can also be shown throughout the other social orders such as the family where a child is rewarded for doing chores and receives pocket money. Where people own property and land, those who have the best land or own the most will be perceived as divine and powerful and therefore treated accordingly. In a hierarchical society, those who are wealthier will receive more respect and gain governance over others. However, this is not how each society uses their power. For example, ‘the Ju Hoansi, are a tribe from the Kalahari Desert in Botswana’[footnoteRef:2] who take a more collective and egalitarianist approach towards exchange and economics. As there is no inequality between them, anything that is collected is shared amongst them which also prevents greed and theft. [2:  Barnard, A, 2019. “Ju/Hoansi or !Kung” Cambridge University Press] 

The final social order which demonstrates the use of power is power itself. The control and governance within politics where we live in a society where our politicians in charge of the rules of our country and the way in which we must behave. An example of this is COVID-19 where our government were instructing us on how to behave throughout the pandemic as they have been given the power to do so. However, when we consider the politics of the ‘Mbuti who are a tribe of pygmies from the ituri forest of eastern congo,’[footnoteRef:3] it is clear that this it is dependent upon the culture and society of individuals which distinguishes how the power is used. This is because within the Mbuti culture, it is the children who are also known as the Bopi who have governance. Whereas decisions in western society are based on the government and hierarchy, children go their own land where they can rule and become the voice of reason to adults and the responsibility of the group’s purity is lies with the children. If we consider UK politics or politics in general, this notion of having children as the ones who are in control of the behaviour of others would seem controversial and problematic. However, for the Mbuti, this is axiomatic. [3:  Hart,T, 1984. “The Mbuti” Cultural Survival.] 

The making of kings written by David Graeber and Marshall Sahlins, explores kingship and concludes that royalty was created in order to gain social control and power. Those who possessed these divine powers eventually stopped playing this temporary role and began to rule. This brings us up to today society where egalitarianism has shifted to hierarchy. 
Although, power has been created and used in this way, this is not a universal notion. For example, within the Ju Hoansi culture, there is a more egalitarian lifestyle and aim to avoid hierarchy. Whereas, in a hierarchical society rules and behaviours are governed by the government and royalty, foragers use a general consensus to make decisions. This is because their perception of a being is that each individual regardless of their gender, money or class is equal. An example of how this is upheld is through their levelling mechanism. This is where once the hunter has returned the meat, it is insulted and the hunter must remain modest in order to avoid both an ego and a hierarchical behaviour. We are taught that royalty should be seen as superior because they are the closest to the divine and therefore should be respected and protected. This idea has created a socioeconomic divide which only reinforces their authority and power. 
In conclusion, power is a way to influence the behaviours of others and was created through the social order and hierarchical system in order to gain control. Originally, a temporary notion for the purpose of religion and ritual, it has become a permanent part of our society. Despite this, culture and societies influence how this power is used and it is apparent that the hierarchy is not the only system in which power can be used despite what we have been taught by those who have governance. Also whilst some may suggest that the hierarchy is a productive, it is beneficial for the hierarchy to edge out any egalitarianism in order to uphold it.



