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Task 1 
For this assignment I used a book which had been supplied by the school. It is a book they use every two or three years to support the delivery of the Pembrokeshire County Councils Welsh curriculum. The book is called Blwydden Newydd China and was written by Helen Emanual Davies, see appendix. The book and activity designed was aimed at year 1 and 2 children as I was placed in a mixed upper foundation phase class with the children in this class having a huge range of welsh language ability. I used a smaller group of approximately half of the class for my reading and activity, they were a mixed ability group with each child having a different language level. 
The main learning objective for the activity was for the children to engage in using the welsh language for the different animals of the Chinese New Year but to use a creative movement style to show they understood which animals were included. The intended audience of this book is upper Foundation Phase and Lower Key Stage 2, the large majority of the book was completely appropriate for the age I was working with. There are many language opportunities to be found within this book. With the book being more of an informative book rather than a story you are able to link many other activities such as lanterns, Chinese lucky colours and Dragon and Lion dances.
Task 2
https://youtu.be/maNMhhSk2h0
Task 3
I feel that this book was appropriate for the age of children doing the activity with their level of Welsh and I am pleased with how the children interacted. Overall I was happy with how the activity went and I feel that during the activity my level of welsh was also appropriate for the children. I was extremely happy with my reading of the book, I felt that my pronunciation was very good and this was one of the targets that I had set myself prior to the lesson. 
To help accomplish this I ensured that I read the book over and over many times before I delivered it. I also checked with the class teacher how the school would pronounce certain words to make sure that the children would have continuity with such words after I left their class. Using the same repetition strategies you would use with the children to help them learn words helped me to learn certain words. This is a strategy I used to help the children remember which animal was which before we started the main activity.  We sat in a circle and went back and forth in Welsh and English reinforcing that knowledge. This is supported by both Watson and Skinner, who both have done research in this area (Weibell, 2011).
Throughout the reading of the book I was asking the group if they were able to tell me, in english, what was happening. Using the visual clues from the book and from myself all of the children were able to recount something from the story. During this time I ensured that I asked every child about part of the book, even if they seemed a little unsure. If this was the case and they did not know then they could ask the person next to them or I would help them out with some more clues or by repeating what had just happened. This then allowed the child to think what may have happened next and deduct for themselves with it not mattering if their guess was incorrect. Some of the group had a higher fluency level than others, some were more confident than others but I feel that I knew the children well enough to know when to push them on for an answer and when they really did not know.
At the start of the activity, after having explained what we were going to do, I did engage with the activity myself. This however, is not in the video as the footage was poor and you could not hear any of the language I was using. This modelling allowed the children to really grasp what I wanted them to do and showed that it was ok to look a bit silly while they were doing it!
During the activity the children were extremely well behaved, they were engaged for most of the activity, however the engagement dropped as the children got tired as time went on. During the activity I used “tri, dau, un a stopiwch” to stop the children and then on a few occasions used “Edrwchwch arna i”. The children reacted well to this and stopped when asked to. This strategy of the 3, 2, 1 stop gives the children time to get themselves into a safe space to stop and reduces collisions, this goes hand in hand with giving children time to think as it allows them to process what is happening before it happens.  My language throughout was of a decent standard, there were times when I felt myself slipping back into using English and I hope that I quickly resolved this.

The activity itself was a creative movement activity where the children were asked to move in different ways, as if they were one of the 12 Chinese New Year animals. I decided to use this particular activity as the emphasis of learning through play is important for the foundation phase.
Bruce (1996) suggests that play co-ordinates learning, and this means that children should not know a difference between play and work. The link between first hand experiences and “fun” with helping children to learn skills or recall facts is something that can be drawn upon and used in many situations. As children are now growing up in a society where movement and playing is becoming less and less in their daily lives I believe it is important to ensure they do not miss out on these experiences. 
There is also research that suggests learning in this sort of cross-curricular approach has many benefits. Both Barnes (2015) and Pimley (2011) agree with this. Stating that cross curricular teaching allows children to make links they otherwise would not have and reinforces prior knowledge. Overall I wanted this to be an activity that the children would enjoy and that would help them to learn and remember some of these animals in Welsh.
Throughout the activity I had large posters of the animals and the commands I was using on the wall behind me, see appendix. These were a big help to me as it mean that as I was moving around the room I was able to use them as a refresh meaning I did not have to remember them all. These posters were also there for the children to check, if they were unsure. This can be a huge confidence booster if a child is unsure but does not want to ask for help in front of a group of their peers. However I hope that I foster the sort of environment in which a child is comfortable to ask or make a mistake and feels they can answer questions when asked to them. 
I feel that this book led to follow on activities, that given the time, I would have loved to have done with the children. The concept of the red envelopes tradition would lend beautifully to doing some counting and money activities in Welsh, possibly some writing lucky notes in welsh to their fellow classmates. The colourful nature of the Chinese New year would bring for extended work on colours and shapes where you could bring in the lanterns, dragons or lions. All of this work could culminate in a Blwydden Newydd China parade to showcase all of the work done by the children. This would be a lovely way to bring these activities to an end.
If I were to do the same activity again, I may choose to do it in a larger space. On this occasion we used the school hall, for the size of the group I was working with this was ok, however the children got very warm very quickly and this meant that we had to stop several times for jumpers to be taken off, to catch their breath or to have a drink of water. If we were able to use an outside space for this then this could eliminate some of these issues and would be of great help if the group was bigger. I would keep using the vocabulary sheets and the repetition start as these were great assets both to myself and the children. The book was well written and the vocabulary was appropriate and would later lend to some other great activities.
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These words along with the animals were one to a page with the English translation underneath and stuck to the wall to allow the children to use as prompts. 

Bach - small 
Mawr - big 
Araf - slow
Syth - straight
Cyflym - fast
Tonnog - wavy
Yn y cylch - in a circle
Symudwch fel - move like
Cerdded - walk
Rhedeg - run 
Sgip - skip 
Naid - jump 
Stopiwch – stop
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