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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
The link between adverse childhood experiences and domestic violence
INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen this topic due to my personal role in the police force as I have on a day-to-day basis have witnesses numerous cases of domestic violence involving repeat perpetrators. It is an interest of mine why there are so many repeat offenders and whether we as police officers should be looking into the background of these offenders and whether this has a link to their childhood and any adverse childhood experiences. This could include the role of social services and whether signs of this could be spotted early on by outside agencies. 

The UK has a high rate of domestic violence and the statistics currently stand that it will affect 1 in 4 women and 1 in 6 women in their lifetime (Living without abuse.org, 2022). Women’s aid state that on average, the police in England and Wales receive over 100 calls relating to domestic abuse every hour (HMIC, 2015).  This high rate of domestic violence shows its prevalence and importance in society and why it is worthy of consideration as an undergraduate dissertation. Looking at the reasons behind repeat offences and hopefully addressing ways for this behaviour to be spotted and analysed is of utmost importance. 

Overall, the prevalence and importance of domestic violence in the UK currently is a clear justification for my research and why I intend to do this study. I also believe by undertaking this research 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The link between adverse childhood experiences and domestic violence

1. Analyse figures relating to domestic figures
2. Evaluate the link between adverse childhood experiences and domestic violence 
3. Identify the police outlook on perpetrators of domestic violence
4. Suggest different strategies to improve this outlook




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The basic existing argument is that there is a link between adverse childhood experiences and domestic violence and this is evident throughout the research. According to the current research ‘there is a cumulative impact of adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) compared to someone with no adverse childhood experiences’. The articles suggest the number of ACEs that impact domestic violence stands at 4 or more and they are 16 times more likely to perpetrate more violence’.  I intend to use the existing key literature as shown below as well as others to add as the groundwork of my own research and to support my points and to link to my aims. I will use the existing findings to identify the policed outlook on this and suggest strategies. 


· Bland, M.P. and Ariel, B. (2020) Targeting domestic abuse with police data. Switzerland: Springer International Publishing.
· Felson, R.B., Messner, S.F., Hoskin, A.W. and Deane, G. (2002) Reasons for reporting and not reporting domestic violence to the police. Criminology, 40(3).
· Hester, M., Westmarland, N., Gangoli, G., Wilkinson, M., O’Kelly, C., Kent, A. and Diamond, A. (2006) Domestic violence perpetrators: identifying needs to inform early intervention. Newcastle: Northern Rock Foundation.
· Hickman, L.J and Simpson, S. S. (2003) ‘Fair Treatment or Preferred Outcome? The Impact of Police Behaviour on Victim Reports of Domestic Violence Incidents’, Law & society review, 37(3).
· Office for National Statistics (2020) Domestic Abuse in England and Wales overview: November 2020. Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/domesticabuseinenglandandwalesoverview/november2020#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20Crime%20Survey,last%20year%20(Figure%201).&text=The%20remaining%2059%25%20(758%2C941),as%20domestic%20abuse%2Drelated%20crimes. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Survey with police officers.
I believe this research would be beneficial because as officers will have a first-hand understanding of domestic violence as they attend the calls and could be able to see patterns of behaviour in offenders. I will be checking if they form the same opinion when talking about repeat offenders and their pattern of behaviour/any adverse experiences. 




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Target sample- police officers in an ‘opportunist’ sample- aiming for 50 respondents (general online survey/questionnaire) to gauge perspectives on my research. I believe this research would be beneficial because as officers will have a first-hand understanding of domestic violence as they attend the calls and could be able to see patterns of behaviour in offenders. I will be checking if they form the same opinion when talking about repeat offenders and their pattern of behaviour/any adverse experiences



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Ethical issues could be ensuring confidential and anonymity of those in the questionnaire. To overcome this, I will not be sharing personal information to adhere to the Data Protection Act and when referring to people in the sample they will be referred to as ‘Person A’ ‘Person B’ etc. 

Another ethical issue is the emotional subject matter. To overcome this I have followed the advice off the Gov.uk website (https://www.gov.uk/service-manual/user-research/researching-emotionally-sensitive-subjects) and I will fully research the subject. 


	TIME SCALE:

Ethics Form – 22/11/22
Proposal – 22/11/22
Literature Review Chapter - 23/01/23
Methods Chapter - 13/03/23
Analysis of Results - 01/05/23
Findings Chapter – 05/06/23
Final Dissertation – 03/07/23
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