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Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
                                                                                          (Donaldson 2015:68)
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to your experience in school showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.
Your response should reflect your understanding of the curriculum and the role of the professional teacher as being a reflective practitioner.
You will need to undertake an exploration of literature, which researches the characteristics of good teaching and learning and the opportunity to develop a personal stance. The assignment aims to support your ability to reflect on and share personal practice with support from the professional community, research and to begin to understand what is meant by the transformative approach. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]As of late, I have spent some weeks on professional teaching experience in a local school, specifically in a Foundation Phase classroom. The Foundation Phase is the National Curriculum that is specifically designed for children aged 3-7. It is designed to provide essential skills and nurturing for children as they begin education. The Foundation Phase Framework (which is part of the National Curriculum for Wales) is used in every primary school in the UK and shows how pupils should be learning in the year that they are in, and fully replaced Key Stage 1 in 2012. The core purpose of the Foundation Phase Framework is to assist and develop the child’s holistic development, which draws from previous experiences and knowledge from before they begin education. A key feature of learning, according to the Foundation Phase Framework, is play. Play is a major part of a child’s development, as it allows them to explore the world around them according to their own imagination. However, from 2022 a new Curriculum will be put into place which will replace the current Curriculum for Wales. This one has been based off of Donaldson’s Successful Futures report, which has inspired major changes in the curriculum for all ages, 3-16. Donaldson’s Successful Futures includes 12 pedagogical principles which will inspire teachers all over Wales in how they should be teaching their children. The focus here will be on three of them, how they have applied to me during my practice and my personal approach to the three of them.

Pedagogy, which is a teacher’s method of teaching, and the practice of this, should always include many approaches to teaching, which involve direct, whole class teaching, group work and individual learning, in order to provide the most effective and accessible learning for all pupils. As mentioned in the first principle above, teachers should be using all of these, and potentially more in their lessons in order to help their pupils learn to the best of their ability. For example, in the classroom which I was placed in, a series of methods are used in the everyday teaching. For example, after the register is taken in the morning or afternoon, a short whole class introduction is presented, and then the class is split into small groups between the teacher, the two LSAs and an independent group, which works very well for the large class structure. The use of an independent group is good for the class, as it allows the groups to take turns learning by themselves and exploring what is around them. As well as this, for maths one group a day is given an “independent learning challenge”, where they are told about the task by the teacher, and then they must complete it on their own. This links to Maria Montessori’s theory on how children should be given the chance to work independently in the class, with the teacher being more of a supervisor more than an instructor. According to the Montessori Method, “children are capable of teaching themselves by selecting activities of interest, and investigating them” (Issacs, 2012). Using this type of pedagogy in the classroom has appeared to be beneficial in a number of ways. For example, allowing the children to explore their environment and learn at their own time is a highly recommended way of teaching, and after seeing it in practice in my placement school, it is something I plan to keep on board and learn from. The majority of lessons in this school, as well as most other Foundation Phase classes, work in small groups which are usually in rotation with the teacher. This approach to teaching is not only more manageable for the teaching staff, but many theorists state how it is more beneficial for children to work in small groups, rather than always as a full class. Loris Malaguzzi, founder of the Reggio Emilia approach to teaching, states how working in small groups “encourages processes of change” (Malaguzzi, 1993). Malaguzzi has had a phenomenal impact on methods of teaching, and much of his work and theory are used, or have influences in many schools around the world. The interaction between children at a young age is vital for their development, as it helps to introduce them to the social world and building relationships, as well as learning from the children around them. This makes for good practice in lessons and to help children develop essential life skills. This is something I will be carrying forward into my pedagogy as a teacher, as it comes highly recommended by many researchers and theorists and appears to be very effective in the classroom. In my placement school classes, the majority of lessons are taken in mixed ability groups, excluding the LLC lessons. This method is used to give all children the chance to be given equal opportunity to learn, with differentiation being used to assist children who may struggle with the work, and for those who may find it easier than others. This method of teaching appears to be useful in the Foundation Phase in most schools. Another theorist who has stated the importance of interaction between children is Lev Vygotsky. His theory states that “Every function in the child’s cultural development appears twice: first, on the social level, and later, on the individual level” (1978, p57). According to this, the social interaction between children (as well as between children and adults) is vital for their development, especially on a personal level. Therefore, this pedagogical principle is essential for good teaching, as blending a mixture of teaching methods has been proven to be exceptionally useful for learning and development in young children.

The second pedagogical principle listed here is something that has been very relevant to me in my placement practice. Providing relevant and engaging tasks and resources is essential for learning, especially at a young age. This is because providing tasks and resources which are engaging and build on past knowledge help the children relate to the task, engage with it, and learn as much as they can from it. The Foundation Phase Framework states that there must be a balance between “structured learning through child-initiated activities and those directed by practitioners”, so providing the children with tasks and resources that are beneficial and. Within the Foundation Phase, there are three types of teaching and learning that take place. These are focus tasks, which usually take place as a group with a member of the teaching staff, continuous provision, which are activities and resources that are permanently available for the children to access independently, which could include a small world area or a water tray, and enhanced provision, which is accessible to the children in a similar way to the continuous provision, but is adapted to a theme or topic which the class is currently focussing on. For example, in my placement school their topic was the Great Fire of London, so we provided a “tough tray” with several materials which the children could separate into flammable and non-flammable materials. This links to Bruner’s theory of “Three Modes of Representation”. Children in the Foundation Phase are typically found in the second mode, which is iconic, encompassing children from 1-6 years old (Bruner, 1960). This is where they start to learn from sensory images, and their senses, including touch, sound and scent. This is why learning through many types of resources and provisions is important for learning, as it help children to develop and learn through many types of media and resources, rather than being told straight facts and being expected to remember. If a lesson’s resources and provisions are not fun and engaging for children, especially for children at this age, it is unlikely they will learn as much from the lesson, and therefore it will not benefit them nearly as much as a lesson which is fun and significant for their learning. Therefore, it will be essential for me to carry this on into my personal pedagogy, in order to ensure the children I am teaching receive the best resources and activities as they can. A good way of learning through relating past experiences to teaching, is through the thematic approach. Estyn (date unknown) reported good practice at a school in Wrexham, who used a whole-school thematic approach, in order to help their Foundation Phase children transition smoothly into Key Stage 2. This appears to be a very useful approach to teaching in a cross-curricular way, which provides engaging lessons for the children. As well as this, it helps to prepare children for what they will be taught later in school, as they will already be partly accustomed to what they will be learning. This appears to be very good practice for teachers and is something I will ensure I take on board. 

From 2022, the new Curriculum for Wales will change how children are taught all over Wales. The structure of the Foundation Phase will be similar, with the Areas of Learning and Experience being similar to what is currently in place. However, a major change is that schools will now be expected to create their own expectations for the school which allows for more creative freedom based on the area and context of the school. Therefore, creating new lessons and resources that are more relevant for each school should help to improve the skills and knowledge for children all over the country. Much of the learning should be pupil-led, with the teacher acting more as a supervisor. This may pose some challenges, as a lot of trust and responsibility falls onto the pupils. However, if the schools develop their own curriculum in a positive and responsible manner, this should not be an issue. In order to develop my pedagogy, I will try to encourage the idea of letting the children initiate the learning, and act as a mentor for them, rather than being an instructor for what they must learn. This will allow them to think creatively, and the learning they do will all focus on what the new curriculum suggests. Allowing the pupils to have a voice in their class is very important, as it allows them to know that they are the focus of the learning. In my placement class, there is a board dedicated to pupil voice. This is where the teacher sticks the ideas that the pupils have given for their lessons and show what they want to learn about. From here, the teacher designs topic lessons or enhanced provision, in order to let the pupils know their voice is important and what they want to learn about is acknowledged. According to an Estyn survey, schools who listen to pupil voice “have clear benefits” for both them and the learners (Estyn, 2016). Therefore, it is clear that pupil voice is very beneficial to how a class runs and helps to provide lessons and resources that are meaningful and engaging, as long as the teacher can create lessons from this to do so. Therefore, ensuring that I do this in my practice will help me greatly. In order to know if the learning is going well and being taken in, it is important in incorporate Assessment for Learning in each lesson. This helps the children to know what they have done well in their work, and where they can go forward. This is tailored to each pupil to ensure that all of their needs are met, and no one is left behind. For example, in my placement class, they use the “tickle pink” and “green for growth” method of marking. As this was a reception class, there is not many right or wrong marks to give. So, to ensure that the pupils know where to go next, the teacher provides them with verbal feedback, as well as marking pink for what they have done well, and green for their next target in their learning. This ensures an inclusive classroom and will be very beneficial for the way I intend to teach.

The final pedagogical principle involves learning that spans multiple Areas of Learning and experience. This is often referred to as cross-curricular learning, which should encompass multiple areas in one focus lesson. Cross-curricular learning has been described as such:

Cross curricular methods can be effective in teaching and reaching ethical solutions, building individual and group motivation, sustaining interest and raising standards. 
Barnes. J. 2015. P62.

As this quote states, cross curricular learning can be absolutely beneficial for learning, for a number of different reasons. For example, involving multiple aspects of the curriculum into one lesson can help expose the learners to real life situations. Helping the children to cover multiple Areas of Learning and experience can help them to understand that learning can come in many different contexts and helps them to link each area to one another. Grigg (2015) states that a major aspect of becoming a good teacher is “planning a relevant and purposeful curriculum” which will be interesting and engaging for the learners. Using cross-curricular learning would be a good way to do that, as it encourages learners to think through many different perspectives, while focussing on one particular topic. One method of implementing cross-curricular learning in the classroom is through topic lessons. My placement class dedicated the afternoon to their topic lessons, so through this much cross-curricular learning is done. Each afternoon, each group would have a different task to complete, which would be rotated over the course of 2 days. Each task would have a cross-curricular focus, so the children would be learning about their topic, while achieving learning in each Area of Learning and Experience at a point in their lessons. It is not necessary to include all areas in each lesson, as this would likely become very overwhelming for the pupils. The best way to go about this would be to look at the current curriculum and take parts of each area to incorporate into the lessons over a fixed time frame. It appears to be easier for teachers to do this when they will be teaching the new curriculum, as it will give them much more flexibility and options when it comes to planning cross-curricular lessons. Therefore, this new curriculum should be beneficial to teachers who prefer to teach some cross-curricular lessons in their class, which is something I will be incorporating in my practice. When it comes to particular Areas of Learning in the current Foundation Phase Framework, it is important to include lessons which include multiple elements and strands, in order to ensure that learners are achieving the most they can from their lessons. For example, incorporating more than one Mathematical Development strand in each lesson dedicated to this would be beneficial to the learners, as it helps them to understand how maths is used in the outside world. Even though it may be hard to demonstrate this to the whole class, there are ways to incorporate resources that help this type of learning. For example, in my placement school, often the teacher will create a “WAGOLL” for the pupils to assist them with their learning. This stands for “what a good one looks like”. This is used in many schools in order to help assist children who may be struggling to understand the focus of the lesson. Bringing in cross-curricular learning may be a struggle for me as a teacher, but there are certainly ways I can overcome this and provide the best for my pupils.

In conclusion, these three pedagogical principles are absolutely vital to good practice as a teacher. I have observed their importance in my placement school and have learned a lot from this. In order to provide the best learning experience when I start to teach, I will ensure I use a blend of teaching approaches which are recommended by the new curriculum, with influences from the past methods. I will use engaging and fun resources and lessons to make sure that each child can access each lesson and improve from where they currently are into the best learners they can be. Including lessons that span the Areas of Learning and Experience will be very important to my pedagogy, as I wish for my pupils to have the best experience they can while learning which will prepare them for later education and for life. As well as this, spanning the individual areas will be very important for me to ensure that all children can access all information and skills. Each of these will have a real impact on my personal pedagogy for the future of my practice. Ensuring my practice reflects the needs of the new curriculum will be absolutely vital, while also not forgetting how the past curriculum has influenced learning up until the point of me teaching. However, as this new curriculum has allowed for more flexibility and personalisation for each school, I expect the aspects of this will be absolutely beneficial for the children that will be learning from it, as it is them that we must focus on in every part of this practice. 
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