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Give a critical response to the following question: If the Basque model were to be adopted in Wales what changes would need to be implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English- medium sector? 
The following, will discuss the Welsh language within English medium schools in Wales, more specifically, the reason we are currently studying it and further, comparing what we would have to do if we were to try and implement the Basque model into Wales. Within the Basque region (A community in Northern Spain) the government identified and initiated a model that would be introduced to improve and increase the use of the Basque language in the area as well as the native Spanish language. Hopwood et al(2018) states that under 50% of the population of the Basque region speak the language and has recently written a report documenting the techniques used by the Basque government to improve the amount of Basque being spoken. Welsh Government(2011) state that in Wales after the 2011 census there were only 19% of the population of Wales speaking Welsh. The difference in certain areas is clear to see with Gwynedd as high as 65.4% and Bridgend, Merthyr Tydfil, Blaunau Gwent, Torfaen, Monmouthshire and Newport all having a Welsh speaking percentage of the population under 10%. 
Welsh Government(2017) have recently decided to set a target of having one million people speaking the Welsh language in Wales by 2050. They understand it is going to take a whole government approach in order to achieve this goal. Estyn (2017) and Donaldson (2015) agree that Wales can and should develop as a bilingual nation with enough strength to nurture both the English and Welsh language. Furthermore, Donaldson(2015) discusses that children will be capable of communicating effectively in Welsh. This gives a clear indication of the importance of the Welsh language within schools in future years. BBC News (2018) states that there is an increase of 10.3% in Welsh speakers in Wales since the Welsh language has been encouraged more in schools. Estyn (2017) discusses schools beginning to implement extra-curricular Welsh clubs and the benefits of these clubs, are showing clear progression towards the target set by the Welsh Government. 
Education in the Basque region is delivered in three different types of schools. Model D schools where all teaching is in the medium of Basque, this can be compared to Welsh-medium schools. Another similarity between both areas is the Model – A school in Basque regions and English-medium schools in Wales where Basque is taught as an individual subject for 3 hours a week. “Language transfer in this amount of time is deemed unsatisfactory”(Hopwood et al, 2018, p26). This is further supported by Jones(2016) who says that not enough time is given to teaching the subject of Welsh in schools and this is one of the reasons for it not being to a high enough standard in Wales. According to Lewis(unknown) and Scalfani(2016) it is imperative that you become surrounded by the language you are trying to learn should you wish to become fluent in this, you need to immerse yourself in the language. A challenge in current English-medium schools as well as Basque Model A schools. The Basque region also has model B schools where by 30-40% of teaching is done in the medium of Basque. Schools of this kind do exist in Wales, however, in small numbers. An increase, in these types of school would be a good way to start adopting the Basque model within Wales. Welsh Assembly Government (2003) discuss how utilizing the Y Curriculum Cymreig  document can give pupils an opportunity to discover the Welsh language and link it to English as well as other foreign languages. This would be easier to develop if Wales adapt Model B type schools so pupils naturally have an increase of their lessons taught through the medium of Welsh. Cunningham(2011) states that pupils who grow up with two languages find it easier to acquire them than someone who should try to learn a second language later in life. The idea of these bilingual schools is challenged by Cunningham-Andersson and Andersson (2006) who felt that pupils of an older age who naturally have to work harder using two languages can become much more easily frustrated. Jones(2016) and Carmarthenshire County Council(2018) note that there are only 27 bilingual schools in Wales and should Wales wish to adapt the Basque model this would have to increase significantly.
All practicing teachers in the Basque region underwent intensive Basque language courses throughout the 1980’s and continue to offer these to current practicing teachers in the region (Hopwood et al, 2018). Furthermore, teachers in the Basque region are given refresher courses in the language by external agencies. This is similar to schemes run by the Welsh Government with companies such as Welsh Joint Education Committee (WJEC), Education through Regional Working (ERW) and Education Achievement Service (EAS) all offering continuous professional development opportunities for the Welsh language.  UWTSD(2018) discusses how teachers are further being given sabbatical opportunities for teachers who take part in the “Welsh in a year” course. Schools are given the opportunity for a member of staff to leave school for one year and become an expert in the subject of Welsh before leading up-skilling courses within the school, at no extra cost for the school. Furthermore, North and Mid Wales Centre for Teacher Education (2009) discusses the importance of teachers making a commitment to their own professional development, this displays the fact that to become a teacher within Wales you must demonstrate that you are striving to improve. Lewis (2015) further reinforces the importance of professional development in the subject of Welsh when he discusses the importance of delivering intensive Welsh language sabbatical schemes to teachers throughout the country. It is also a requirement in Basque schools to have some competence of the Basque language (Hopwood et al, 2018). This clearly demonstrates the importance of knowing the language in the region.
Hopwood et al (2018) states Basque parents are finding Model B and Model D schools much more popular. Ultimately, winning parents over is the key to ensuring more children attend the previously mentioned schools. In Wales there is a consideration by some parents that teaching Welsh is a “waste of time” and this time should be used focusing on other key matters (Wyn Jones, 2013, p15). Cosslett(2017) goes on to talk about English speaking parents fearing their children attending a Welsh school. Parents may not feel confident enough to allow their child to do this as they may lack the basic knowledge of Welsh to communicate and assist the child on their journey through education. Something that the Basque Model introduced was the opportunity for over 16s and adults to access Basque language tuition in Government run language schools. This is something that Wales could implement from the Basque model to encourage more parents to rid themselves of any fear of learning the language. In Carmarthen, South Wales, a strategic plan has been developed to help promote significant growth of the Welsh Language in the county. Carmarthen Council (2016) explains the need to give clear developmental opportunities for both parents and the wider family to assist with the language development of the child. They run parental support sessions to non-Welsh speaking parents to allow them to learn and become immersed in the Welsh language.   
Hopwood et al (2018) discusses how in the Basque region to become a teacher or hold down any professional job role the person in question must have the Basque competence certificate. This means that children who are trying to pursue a career for themselves must learn the Basque language if they are to stand any chance of doing so. Within Wales, it is only seen as desirable to speak the Welsh language for many job roles meaning there is no clear motivation to children or even young adults to actively go and learn the language. This is demonstrated by Jones(2016) who talks about many teachers in Welsh primary schools lacking the confidence and ability to attempt to teach Welsh second language. This clearly demonstrates that people can go in to professional roles without enough subject specific knowledge of the language to competently teach it. This however, would not be the case in the Basque region. Donaldson(2015) discusses all pupils becoming learners who can communicate effectively in both English and Welsh. For this to be implemented successfully when the new curriculum is adopted, teachers need to ensure they are confident and have the ability to teach the subject to a high enough standard. If Wales were to adopt the Basque model technique of professionals gaining an equivalent to the Basque Competence Certificate this would successfully ensure that practitioners are confident enough to deliver the subject. Hopwood et al(2018) suggests that by Knowing the local language and having the opportunity to work in a professional job  in the Basque region citizens earn more money in their lifetime. Davies (2013) discusses how pupils will want to see a point in learning the language. This can then encourage them to work hard, stay engaged and want to learn the language for the financial benefits. This is further supported by Lewis (2015) who states that the Welsh Government intends to include Welsh as a key skill when making somebody employable. It is intended that this will motivate and encourage more individuals to take pride in the Welsh language and becoming bilingual.
To conclude, it is clear to see there would be benefits to adapting certain elements of the Basque language model in Wales to help improve the amount of Welsh being spoken. This will further support the Welsh Government in achieving the target set out to reach one million welsh speakers by the year 2050. The key to the success in the Basque country was parental support of Model B and Model D schools and this paired with the importance of learning the language to gain any professional job has had a positive impact on the number of people wanting to speak the language. It is therefore imperative that the Welsh Government follows the lead of the Basque model in this aspect if it wants to be successful. The way the new curriculum is going in Wales shows the clear importance Welsh will hold in the future in Wales.
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