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“A Study in Scarlet”

FADE IN:

EXT. MAIWAND, AFGHANISTAN #1 - DAY (1878)

Watson is seen fighting a battle against the Ghazi forces in Maiwand. Artillery is dropping endlessly on the battlefield, Watson is in a dugout attempting to hide from cover while tending to a comrade who has been fatally shot. He dies in Watsons hands but before he could forms condolences he is struck with a bullet in the shoulder and cries in pain. Attempting to crawl back to British lines in fear of being captured by the ‘murderous Ghazis’ he is rescued by a fellow troop called Murray and flung across a pack horse and we see the horse galloping back to British Lines bringing Watson back safely.



EXT. HOSPITAL IN PESHAWAR #2 - DAY (1878)

Waston is in a busy hospital, healing from the wound in bed writing on a notepad with his uninjured arm. His injured shoulder is wrapped in bandages. A medical officer approaches him carrying a brown envelope is a red wax stamp. As the medical officer approaches the camera is in the view of the envelope.

He sits with Watson and hands him the envelope. Watson opens the envelope and it reads that he is being dispatched. He looks up at the medical officer.

Watson
What's all this about?

Medical Officer
We're sending you home John, you’re going back to England to recover, that is the decision that the medical board have made and not a day should be lost in your dispatch, you’re leaving tomorrow.
(PAUSE)
We’ve set you up with a wage of eleven shillings and sixpence and a room in the Strand hotel in London but you will have to pay that until you find new accommodation. Take care Mr Watson, on behalf of the British Empire, your service is appreciated.



EXT. STRAND HOTEL, LONDON - DAY

Watson enters the hotel, the hotel is dark and dingy. He walks up to the reception so that they can show him to his room.

Watson
Hello there, I have been located in a room here by the British Empire as a temporary accommodation, you should be expecting me?

Receptionist
Yes Dr Watson, we have your room. It’s room 232, I have your room key here it's on the second floor. I’ll show you to it.

They enter the room, just like the lobby it's dark and dingy and in no way comfortable.

Receptionist
There you are Dr Watson, have a pleasant stay. 

Watson
Ahm, thank you. Yes thank you.

Watson inspects his room, the bed is creaky, the mirror is dirty, the sheets look unclean. In the bathroom the basin is dirty, taps barely work. Watson decided he had seen enough; he had settled his belongings into the wardrobes and went for a walk on the London streets. 

EXT. PUB IN LONDON - DAY

He had a drink in a pub when his acquaintance Stamford taps him on the shoulder excitedly.

Stamford
Waston? Watson is that you?

Watson
Stamford! What a delight to see you old chap!

Stamford
What have you been doing with yourself old boy? You are as thin as a lath and as brown as a nut.

Watson
Why I was in Afghanistan fighting those terrible Ghazis as a medic. That was until I got shot in the shoulder as you could probably tell. I’ve been in England almost a week now you know and I’ll tell you I don't miss that place one bit, I have some awful diseases.

Stamford
Oh you poor devil! What are you up to now?

Watson
Quite. I’m currently living at the Strand hotel, the empire gave me the room although it’s not much better than that hospital in Pakistan. 
(PAUSE)
I’ve seen a few lodgings advertised. But trying to solve the problem as to whether it is possible to get a comfortable room for a reasonable price is nye impossible.

Stamford
That is a strange thing, you are the second man today that has used that expression to me.

Watson
And who was the first?

Stamford
A fellow who is working at the chemical laboratory up at the hospital. He was bemoaning himself this morning because he could not get someone to go halves with him in some nice rooms which he had found, and which were too much for his purse.

Watson
By Jove! If he really wants someone to share the rooms and the expense, I am the very man for him. I should prefer having a partner than living alone. Who is this man?

Stamford
Why- why he’s called Sherlock Holmes

Watson
Well we must meet him immediately. Lead the way!

Stamford
Watson, wait hold on a minute. You must know something before you meet him.

Watson
Well what's that?

Stamford
He is a little queer with his ideas. I haven't the foggiest of his disciple but I know that he is well up in anatomy and chemistry. He’s never done any formal classes however, and the things he had showed me are desultory! An eccentric fellow indeed.

Watson
I should like to meet him, an interest in science is good enough reason alone to meet him.




EXT. LABORATORY - DAY

Watson and Stamford find Sherlock in a lab that Stamford works at, he is closely inspecting a solution in a beaker.



