2.0 Chapter Two literature review. 

2.1 Introduction.

This chapter aims to review current academic literature relating to my chosen topic surrounding knife crime within the United Kingdom. My research aims to understand why people arm themselves with knives, how the Police tackle knife crime and understanding the risk posed to frontline Police officers. I will be looking at the tactics and methods employed by the Police to tackle knife crime. I would like to learn what risk the Police face when it comes to knife crime and understand how the risk could be mitigated and managed. I would also like to learn 
I will identify current gaps in research that could help to understand why knife crime exists and to gain an understanding of the risks posed to Police Officers in frontline roles. My research will focus on literature encompassing the United Kingdom and British Police forces. Throughout the next chapters, I will gather and obtain literature from verified sources including Government statistics, journals, articles, scholarly search engines and my University Library. The research will cover my objectives and evidence of existing primary research that has already been published. The motivation for carrying out research surrounding this topic is to expose the potential danger the Police face and to have a detailed knowledge of the societal reasons for knife crime. I feel it is important that the risks Police officers expose themselves to are recognised by the public and Police forces.


2.2 What is knife crime
Williams & Squires (2021) explained that despite the number of knife-related attacks throughout the United Kingdom (UK), knife crime has received very little attention from criminologists since its peak in 2007. Although the name is self-explanatory, knife crime is yet to be defined. It was only in 2001 that the first incident involving a knife was recorded as a crime. Allen & Harding (2021) explained that knife crime in their opinion is any crime involving a blade or sharply pointed instrument. Under the Prevention of Crime Act 1953, it is an offence to have said items in a public place without a reasonable excuse and is punishable with up to 6 months imprisonment and or a fine. 
2.3 The history of knife crime and violence.
In 2019, the Office for National Statistics (2022) said that in England & Wales, a staggering 45,627 knife crime incidents had been recorded resulting in a 7% increase. This result is the highest since records began in 1951 (Roberts, 2020). Fighting with weapons and displaying acts of extreme violence date back as far as 105 BCE during the Roman empire when gladiators would fight to the death in many of Europe’s colosseums. It has been said that forged weapons such as swords and daggers were used to kill their opponents during these contests (Cartwright, 2018). Gabbatis (2017) Argued that evolution and natural selection may play a part in human aggression and violence today. Humans have adapted through evolution and small adaptations such as the thumb overlapping the index finger to produce a fist suggest how we have evolved to engage in physical conflict.
2.4 Why does violence & knife crime exist in modern society
Barnados (2019) researched the motivation for carrying knives and found that several young people in their survey explained that the reason for carrying a knife was to ensure their protection and the protection of their friends. It also provided them with confidence that should they be attacked on the streets then they could adequately defend themselves. The research also found that most people carried a knife to enhance their confidence and to threaten potential attackers. As most knife attacks are impulsive (Gliga, 2008), the most readily available knife to hand is the kitchen knife. The question has been asked why kitchen knives still need to have a pointed edge and if they could be manufactured with a blunt edge instead. In 1669, King Louis XIV created legislation following an outbreak of knife-related violence and demanded that all manufactured knives must have a rounded or blunt edge to reduce violence (Hern et al., 2005). Dr Hainsworth (2008) from the University of Leicester (University of Leicester, 2022) explained that the most used knife in stabbings is the carving knife. Back in 2008, approximately 30% of murders were connected to a stabbing incident. As it only takes a 20mm penetration to fatally wound someone, Dr Hainsworth is calling for the shape of knives to be re-designed and for the “traditional” pointed knife to be abolished in a bid to reduce knife crime victims. 

Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) have been shown to increase the likelihood of societal issues later in life such as homelessness, drug & alcohol dependencies & violence. When exposed to ACEs, a direct link has been made between the chance of being involved in violence either as an offender or as a victim. A study was conducted in England & Wales with 4000 participants, the results for England displayed that people who had been exposed to 4 or more ACEs were 7 times more likely to be connected to a violent attack. In Wales, the same study showed that those exposed to 4 or more ACEs were 14 times more likely to have been a victim of a violent attack and 15 times more likely to have been the perpetrator of a violent attack. The study showed that 58.8% of the British population have had regular exposure to 4 or more ACEs throughout their childhood and 93.1% are exposed to at least 1 (Bellis et al., 2015 as cited by Vaswani, 2017).  
2.5 The motivation to carry a knife. 
Trusted 2 know (2017) says they believe the main reasons exist for people possessing knives are for their own protection; to earn respect and as it makes them feel invincible. They say most people who carry knives do not have the intention to use them but if you are in possession of a knife and you come under attack or feel threatened then you are more likely inadvertently use it. Statistics from “Trusted 2 Know” reveal that 7 out of 10 young people who are hospitalised with knife wounds are injured with their own knives. This shows that carrying a knife could put you at a higher risk of being stabbed or injured. 
The mayor’s office for London (2022) discussed knife carrying by exploited young people who are involved in county lines. The National Crime Agency (2022) defined county lines as organised crime groups that target the young and vulnerable to travel between counties throughout the United Kingdom to transport and sell drugs via dedicated drug phone lines. The exploited people are often coerced and threatened with violence 

2.6 How is knife crime being tackled?
Brennan (2022) explained that around 4% of young people carry knives and that around 15% of violent incidents include the use of a knife. He found that people who were involved in a violent incident were 6% more likely to carry a knife the following year, this includes their involvement being a victim or an offender. The Government is said to be making the use of stop search powers more easily enforceable due to restrictions of the powers being reduced. The World Health Organisation (2017) expressed that knife crime and violence among young people can be prevented. They said that key agencies such as Government, Health care, Education, & Local authorities can engage in 3 different intervention approaches. The approaches are broken down into secondary approaches, direct prevention & indirect prevention approaches. An example of the direct approaches being taken is re-thinking the designs of urban areas, legislating the minimum age for purchasing knives, bullying prevention programmes & social marketing and education programmes. All these strategies have been found beneficial in reducing violence and knife crime among young people. 

Specifically focusing on the strategy of educational development programmes, these can be provided to young people who are more likely to be involved in violence and knife carrying. The goal of the programme is to build resilience and develop anger management techniques to avoid conflict and violence altogether. An alternative model proposed by the WHO has found that increasing the price of alcohol by £0.50 per unit could reduce 10,300 violent incidents across the United Kingdom.  


2.6.1 Utilising Section 1 of PACE.

A power available only to the Police is the use of Section 1 of the Police & Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE). Section 1 of PACE allows Police Officers to stop, search and detain members of the public who are suspected to possess weapons and other objects (Liberty, 2022). Between April 2020 and March 2021, 697,405 stop searches were carried out in England & Wales Research shows that over 50% of the searches were conducted in the Metropolitan Police Service (2022) area which is responsible for Policing London. Stop and search outcomes for March 2020 and the year ending March 2021 show that 74% of stop searches resulted in “no further action” and 26% resulted in a Police action being taken (Gov.UK, 2021). As illustrated in the chart below.




2.7 What is the issue with Stop & Search

Statistics show that the highest ethnicity to be involved in stop searches is “Black other” with 158 out of 1000 people being searched as opposed to 7.5 per 1000 of people belonging to a “white” background (Gov.UK, 2022). The reason stop search is a controversial power relates to the disproportionate statistics that illustrate if you’re from a “black other” background you are more likely to be detained and searched by Police (Revise Sociology, 2021). Bradford & Tiratelli (2017) discussed the effectiveness of stop search and categorised it as an investigatory power based on the suspicion of the Police. They said that they did not believe that stop and search have any effectiveness in reducing or deterring crime and this subject requires further attention from academics to determine its effectiveness. In addition, they considered that targeting areas that posed concerns evidenced that criminals changed their crime patterns and began hiding weapons that were easily accessible This would then prevent them from being found in possession of weapons. As a result, the substantial use of stop & search could negatively impact its effectiveness in tackling knife crime. 

On the 22nd of April 1993, a male called Stephen Lawrence from London had been murdered in what was called a racist attack by 5 white males. Lawrence had been stabbed 5 times and sadly died of his injuries. Following his death, a public inquiry was launched now known as the Macpherson report which was a milestone in the British Criminal Justice System (De Montford University, 2022). The report blamed Police leaders for their incompetence and stated that the investigation encompassed institutional racism. Norris et al (1992) (As cited in Waddington, 2004). found that being black and under the age of 30 enhanced the likelihood of being stopped and searched. The Macpherson report found that most of the racism at the time was institutional, and the Police were generally more suspicious of people from backgrounds other than white leading to the disproportionate use of the power (Waddington, 2004).

2.8 What is the risk to frontline Police officers when it comes to knife crime? 
         
In 2022, The UK Government (2022) released the statistics relating to assaults on Police officers that occurred in the year ending March 2021. The statistics revealed that 25,724 Police officers had been assaulted without injury and 11,235 had been assaulted causing unknown injuries. Assaults causing unknown injuries evidenced an increase of 1.2% from the previous year whereas assaults without injury increased by 21%. Dodd & Abdul (2022) produced an article relating to the stabbing of two Police officers in September 2022. It is thought that the Officers were attempting to stop and search an individual thought to be carrying a knife. The individual then managed to stab one officer in the neck three times and the other in her arm causing life-changing injuries to both. Assaulting a Police officer falls under the offence of Assaulting an emergency worker Act 2018 and carries a penalty of a fine and or 1-year imprisonment (Sentencing Council, 2022) Hacker (2021) said that the British Medical Association has called for the penalties to be increased and for a national violence prevention and reduction strategy to be implemented.



        Whilst investigating the topic of the risks to Police officers associated to knife crime, there appear to be countless News articles and stories published online regarding British Police officers being attacked and stabbed during terrorist incidents or surrounding spontaneous incidents such as the one explained by Dodd & Abdul. However, I am yet to find statistics or academic information published regarding how many Police officers have been threatened by knives, stabbed with a knife or how likely they are to be attacked. The National Police Chiefs Council (2018) published a use of force form which is completed by Police Officers following a use of force being carried out by them. The form records data such as what force was used and what was used. The use of force form also requires the officer to state if they have been threatened with a weapon and if they have been assaulted by a weapon. This insinuates that data surrounding officers being stabbed and threatened with knives exists but for an unknown reason it is not receiving attention from academics. I feel it is important for Police forces and the public to understand what risks officers routinely expose themselves to and to analyse the data to prevent such assaults from occurring.

Stop 	&	 Searchoutcomes between March 2020 	&	 March 2021	
No further action 	Police action taken 	0.74	0.26	

