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As a result of Donaldson’s recent review of the National Curriculum in Wales and suggested changes that he outlined, the new Curriculum for Wales focuses on four main purposes. These are;
1. 
2. Ambitious, capable learners 
3. Enterprising, creative contributors 
4. Ethical, informed citizens 
5. Healthy, confident individuals 


In order to develop purpose one and two consistently within my classroom, I would focus on providing opportunities for pupils to have choices within their learning and, more importantly, be confident and able to lead their own learning. 

Student led learning is extremely important within schools and is defined by Tori Pakizer as, “...when the students are in charge of their own learning”. Pupil’s choices are also extremely important within schools and that is explained by one Primary School Head teacher as, “...being very important within education and it is thought that if the children have a say in what they learn and how they do it then they will develop more and actually ‘want’ to learn”. 

Someone who is completely in favour of pupil-led learning is the famous educationist, John Dewy, and he is quoted to have said, “Give the pupils something to do, not something to learn, and if the doing is of such a nature as to demand thinking; learning naturally results”. By having him say this, it shows that he is someone who recognises the benefits of pupil-led learning as opposed to teacher-led learning. 

This is something that he makes clear within his book, ‘Democracy and Education’. In which, he criticised the teacher-led approach to teaching science. Within the book, he wrote, “Pupils begin their study of science with texts in which the subject is organised into topics according to the order of the specialist. Laws are introduced at a very early stage with at best a few indications of the way in which they were arrived at. The pupils learn a ‘science’ instead of learning the specific way of treating the familiar material of ordinary experience”. 

In contrast to this, Nikk Gibb, former Minister of State for Schools, is completely against pupil-led learning. He supports his belief in this by using the 2015 research paper, ‘Student-Centred Instruction and Academic Achievement’ by Anderson and Anderson. They refer to extensive research and investigation into teaching methods carried out in Denmark. Anderson and Anderson concluded that, ‘...a student-centred instructional strategy has a negative impact on academic achievement in general and for students with low parental engagement in particular.’ They found that this type of strategy is not particularly beneficial for the children within the class. 

I believe that for pupil-led learning to be effective, it is essential that both teacher and pupil have the necessary skills and experience to allow this to happen.

A Headteacher of a local school, recognised by ERW for consistent sector leading practice in a number of areas, including systems that enable high Pupil Achievement, recently gave me an insight into their methods and beliefs for delivering the new curriculum. They have categorised their teaching of the curriculum into three areas; Pedagogy, Andragogy and Heutagogy.

Pedagogy: Teacher-led learning where the purpose, focus and motivation for learning are controlled entirely by the teacher who decides what, how, where and when anything is learned. The teacher also decides on what resources and materials are effective at achieving the desired outcomes.

Andragogy: Self-directed learning where the purpose, focus and motivation for learning are now influenced by the teacher and the pupil has greater input into how and what they learn. The teacher still sets the desired outcome but now facilitates and encourages the pupils in achieving the desired outcomes.

Heutagogy: Self-determined learning where pupils are aware of what they need to achieve and their focus and motivation for learning comes from their own desire. They are able to set their own challenges and outcomes, using prior knowledge and learning new skills on the process. The teacher takes a coaching role, intervening when required to enhance the learning.

The head teacher believes that there must be an appropriate blend of all three learning styles in order for the teaching to be effective and for pupils to learn and develop successfully. The schools philosophy is that for heutagogical learning to take place effectively, pupils must be trained and prepared to allow them to be successful. This happens through a gradual process of reducing teacher-led learning and increasing self-directed and self-determined learning as they progress through the school. 

By having these approaches firmly embedded within the school setting would mean that the children will become increasingly confident and able to have quality input into what and how they learn. This will look very different within each year group and within each school, but, in general, will follow the same basic principles.

I would look to provide a classroom and teaching style that would allow for an appropriate balance of teacher-led, pupil-led and pupil-determined learning to take place. This, in turn would allow for the Four Purposes of new curriculum to develop fluently. I would do this through providing a topic based approach to teaching all areas of the curriculum combined with the teaching of discreet skills in order to support the topic approach and relevant tasks within. For example, a Geography topic such as ‘The 7 Wonders of the World’, as it would allow opportunities for numerous other subject areas to be covered. 

I would start the half term by looking to engage and enthuse children by showing them resources based on the topic, for example videos, websites and pictures of the Wonders of the World, allowing them time to explore and discuss any areas of interest. Then, it would be time to ask them what their areas of interest are? What they would like to know more about? And to identify the areas that they would like to explore further. 

Once those areas have been identified the children will then move onto developing their knowledge, understanding and subject skills. This would be achieved through various tasks for example, research, comprehension, ICT, art or even music. At this point, there maybe a need for discreet teaching of skills required to complete them successfully. For instance, if I was to set a maths task based on distance between locations, I would need to teach scale and ratio in my maths lesson prior to the topic tasks. There maybe more detailed tasks such as planning a family holiday which would allow for the teaching of subject specific skills within the topic task. There would be a number of smaller and larger tasks that would allow the pupils the freedom to approach and complete the tasks in their own way. 

Ideally, there would be one large innovative task that incorporated all knowledge and skills learned throughout the half term period. In line with the Wonders of the World topic, this could be a letter from the Welsh Tourist Board requesting nominations for seven Welsh Wonders. This would allow pupils the freedom and time to research, select wonders and present arguments for the seven Wonders of Wales in their own way. They would be able to complete the task by selecting form the various skills and strategies covered previously in the topic. 

Finally, I would provide the opportunity for the children to express or present their finished work in an appropriate manner, this could be as part of a presentation to peers or adults or even correspondence with the Welsh Tourist Board. 

The benefit of this approach is that it would provide a number of real life opportunities for application of skills and processes taught. These opportunities would be a variety of teacher led, pupil led, independent and collaborative. Whilst implementing this approach within the classroom, I would need to both be careful and consider the fact that there could be a lack of teacher led learning and potentially no or little parental engagement. I would need to ensure that I monitor the lessons and the children’s finished work in order to ensure that all of the learners are developing as they should be. In doing this, I will be developing pupils to achieve all Four Purposes outlined by the new curriculum.
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