Leila Slingsby CCRN
12 Mauser Way
LL2 6BF
Date: 25th March 2018

Lady Hale
Supreme Court of the United Kingdom
Little George St
Westminster, London 
SW1P 3BD

RE: The continuation of life support for Alfie Evans

Dear Judge,
My name is Leila Slingsby, I am a state registered nurse, who has specialised in paediatric support for over twenty years. I have been recently working with my colleagues in Alder Hay Children’s Hospital in Liverpool with the patient Alfie Evans and his parents, Tom Evans and Kate James. I am writing this to present my professional opinion regarding the case of Alfie Evans.
Since being asked to come forward to present my case, I have brought forward a list of options that could be open to him. Firstly, the outcome could be that Alfie Evans remains on life support in attempt to keep him alive and hopefully see some good progression. The second option is to remove the life support machine from him, which would ultimately end the life of Alfie and conclude that there is no chance of progression. The last option is for Alfie, Tom and Kate to travel to Rome to receive specialist care which may result in some progression.
On a personal review of Alfie Evans’ health under my care, it has come to my attention that his condition is getting considerably worse and there is no exact reasoning for this.[footnoteRef:1] It has also been recorded that there is no way of knowing whether Alfie will come out of this in six months or longer and how he will be, if he could progress at all. [1: BBC News, ‘Alfie Evans Case’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-merseyside-43841547 [Accessed 25th March 2020]] 

Under the UNCRC (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child) Article 6, point one, states that the organisation recognises that every child has the inherent right to live.[footnoteRef:2] In this case, this is a difficult point to decide. Every child does in fact have the right to live as does everyone but in a case such as Alfie Evans’ you must consider every point involved. Being in the condition that Alfie is in, is this truly living? He cannot eat, breathe nor drink by himself unless he has extreme medical assistance.[footnoteRef:3] When you evaluate all these points, it becomes more, unfortunately surreal what is really happening within Alfie Evans’ condition. Brain scans that me and my colleagues at Alder Hey Hospital have gathered from Alfie, is showing that almost all his brain has been destroyed due to this disease.[footnoteRef:4] Following the point from the UNCRC, this is not living even for a child in this horrific condition. Another point I would like to put forward, is the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in article 6, point 2 states that the organisation also recognises that they should ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development of the child.[footnoteRef:5] Again, with the particular situation of Alfie Evans, it is a very difficult point. The condition that Alfie Evans is in, and that he clearly is only getting worse in, you cannot provide survival in the way that many other would have. For example, because of his brain virtually not there he cannot survive nor can we support and provide survival. Another impact form this statement from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is providing development. Again, the condition that Alfie Evans is facing and will most likely not recover from, he will not be able to develop from here due to the severity of the disease. [2:  UNICEF, ‘UNICEF; For Every Child in Danger’ https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/ [Accessed 25th March 2020]]  [3:  BBC News, ‘Alfie Evans Case’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-merseyside-43841547 [Accessed 25th March 2020]]  [4:  Jamie Grierson, ‘Alfie Evans dies at Alder Hey hospital after life support withdrawn’ https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/apr/28/alfie-evans-dies-after-withdrawal-of-life-support [Accessed 26th March 2020]]  [5:  UNICEF, ‘UNICEF; For Every Child in Danger’ https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/ [Accessed 25th March 2020]] 

In conclusion, I would like to state, that in my professional opinion, and with deep sorrow and regret, that due to Alfie Evans’ current and anticipated declining condition, I do not believe that by keeping him on life support equipment he will be inherently living nor will be able to create survival or development to Alfie Evans’ condition. Due to the extent that he cannot eat, drink or breathe by himself, in fact he has a fatal and untreatable condition, gives no indication that he will/ever progress, and I am satisfied that continued ventilatory support is no longer in Alfie’s best interest.

Regards
Leila Slingsby
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