

Public law practice problem question
Monday 8.00pm
PC Grenner attended a shop after receiving a telephone call from the shop manager that a pair of Beats headphones had been stolen. When PC Grenner was at the shop, the store manager gave a description of the thief. 
Upon leaving the shop, PC Grenner saw Ricky who matched the description of the thief that he had just been given. PC Grenner stopped Ricky, and said “You have stolen headphones from Currys. Open your rucksack.” Ricky reluctantly emptied his rucksack, to which he revealed a set of Beats headphones. PC Grenner then told Ricky: “You are coming with me and I think you know why”.

Monday 8:30pm
Ricky was taken to Chester police station. On arrival he was told by the Custody Officer, Sergeant Jones, that he had been arrested on suspicion of theft of the headphones from Currys and that he was now being detained for questioning.

When Ricky asked to speak to his solicitor, Superintendent Williams refused his request because “this may alert your accomplices”. Ricky was locked in the cell and left. No review of his detention was carried out until he was released the next day.

Tuesday 9:00 am
Ricky was interviewed by PC Grenner. Ricky told PC Grenner that he had bought the headphones two weeks ago. PC Grenner told Ricky: “If you do not admit to stealing the headphones, I can keep you here for as long as I like.” Ricky admitted stealing the headphones and was charged with theft and released.

Consider the legality of the action taken by the police [25 marks]




