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Why I decided to join the construction industry.

[bookmark: _Toc150951538]Introduction
This document will give some information about me and why I decided to join the construction industry. I will be discussing things such as my background and childhood, as well as providing evidence I discovered that helped me make the decision to join the industry as a civil engineer.

[bookmark: _Toc150951539]Childhood and life before now
Ever since I was young, I have always been wildly fascinated with the way thing go together to form things like structures or devices. This often meant I would destroy things just to see what they looked like on the inside. However, I always have had a fascination about the inner workings of objects such as TV remotes, cars and buildings.
Another key piece of my childhood that I believe had I vital impact on my decision to join the industry was growing up around it. My father is a carpenter and joiner which initially pushed me into the idea of getting a trade. Then after my two older brothers got their trades (One is a carpenter and the other is an electrical engineer) I decided that it would be a good idea for me to get one as well.  So, I decided to start a two-year carpentry apprenticeship as an apprentice for my father. Unfortunately, due to the COVID 19 pandemic I unfortunately could not complete this and was stuck again back at square one. However now with the onsite experience I had obtained when I decided to enrol on a college level civil engineering course I felt way ahead of the curve and ended up finishing at the top of the class. The decision then came if weather or not I wanted to university, bringing this to present day.

[bookmark: _Toc150951540]Pay and job opportunities.
Some things that drastically influenced my decision to join the construction industry are the opportunities that surround the jobs within it. Personally, I have been thinking a lot working within other countries such as Australia, Canada and even Germany. This heavily influenced my decision because I would love to explore the world. Another benefit to working overseas would be the demand for work and the potential compensation that comes along with working in some of these countries. Talent.com says that “Based on 1304 salaries of civil engineers in Australia the median salary is around $111,870 per annum”. (Talent.com, 2023)
As for job opportunities in the UK there will be “2.69 million workers in the construction industry by 2027” (CITB, 2023) and with the population of the UK being around 67.7 million people, it means that 4% of the whole UK population will work within the construction industry meaning that demand for construction workers must be high.

[bookmark: _Toc150951541]Sustainability and modular construction
Something that piqued my interest while reading about the industry was the future. Personally, I love to think about the future and where the construction industry could take us. I am not going to go into all of the intricacies of the sustainable and modular construction. However, the way buildings are being designed with these things in mind influenced my decision due to the creative aspect. So, I decided they were definitely worth mentioning. here is a picture taken from a modular housing website which I found fascinating.
[image: Modular Construction in Housing - Ridge and Partners LLP]
(Ridge, 2023)
[bookmark: _Toc150951542]Dynamic environment and working within a team.
I know that personally I would get bored doing the exact same thing day in day out. However due to construction industry ever changing and no two projects ever being the same. I believe it can captivate my mind and always have something to challenge to decision making skills. As a result of this constantly changing environment, I truly believe that the construction industry is only going to get more exciting with time.
Another thing that excites me about the construction industry would have to be working within a team. The concept of sharing ideas as well as helping each other grow and improve is one that excites me due to never really being able to get my ideas across however with the help of documentation and design it would allow me to show me ideas more clearly so people can understand what I am really trying to say and show. I believe this would allow me to further myself as a person and allow me to grow in confidence along the way while in the meantime creating a Piece of work that people can appreciate.

[bookmark: _Toc150951543]Leaning opportunities
Knowing that every day is a learning experience the construction industry takes that to a different level. In every project there is something that is going to go wrong and that you can learn from. This can also be learning things that are a lot simpler or more individual. The construction industry offers a range of different levels of jobs. Meaning as well as learning what my own role will be I will also be presented the opportunity to learn from others within the industry. 
Other learning opportunities also always available as there is nothing stopping me from furthering my education in specific fields such as construction management and architecture, both of which interest me due to the complexity and nature of the roles as well as the creativity needed within. 
Some other learning opportunities that would be available to me would be learning about things such as health and safety which is forever changing to ensure that people within the industry as safe as possible at all times. 

[bookmark: _Toc150951544]Conclusion
In conclusion I think I have used my past experiences and interests to allow me to make the decision to join the industry. I believe this in combination with research has allowed me to be confident in the decision I am making about my future.
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