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Post- war perspectives of the Holocaust: through women’s eyes




Aims and Objectives:
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- Jewish feminist theology/ thought during and post Holocaust, looking into
modern thought today.

- Highlight the thoughts of both men and women survivors of the Holocaust
with some comparisons and contrasts to post- war thoughts on theology.

- Explore and analyse different women’s experiences before, during and after
the Holocaust with own reflections.

- Concluding points- reflecting on gender and post- Holocaust life- relying today
on modern interpretations due to limited eyewitness testimonies- more
research and interpretations from modern lense looking back.




Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):

Looking into the ways in which we can understand the experiences of all during
the Holocaust, much of the initial literature and thought came from Jewish men
in the post- war era. Looking into the modern history of Jewish Feminist
Theology, with close attention into pre war and post war theologies, and how
the voices of women need to be added to this ever growing discussion,
especially as time moves on since the end of the Second World War where
many survivors are unfortunately no longer able to provide their much needed
experiences.

Where there is also an understanding that both men and women suffered
similar fates while in the death camps during the Second World War, there is
much distinction on the exact experiences. Looking into both male and female
theological discussions during their time in a post war environment and coming
to terms with the past. Focus will be on the understanding of what it means to
be a Jewish woman/ a woman in society- loss of femininity, loss of family/
children, role of motherhood/ community with nurturing elements during the
Holocaust and what these all meant to women’s lives in the camps and post
war.

Finally, understanding God’s role during the Holocaust- possible duality (both
being present and absent in the camps) where this has been included in post
war theological discussions of writers with differing views on God after this time.
Loss of faith/ belief- where was god to prevent/ step into humanity to save his
people as was done in the exodus? Different religious views during this time
have added to the discussions on faith after the Holocaust- where does Jewish
theology go from here? Exploring the hiddenness of God in the Holocaust from
different theological perspectives where men and women theologians have
different understandings of this ‘hiddenness’- survival, sanctification of Gods
name in the Holocaust and repossession of the land of Israel after the war
highlight Gods ever presence (although not through sight) but through actions.
God could be explored with the likeness to the Jewish mother where neither
could do anything about the loss of their children during this time.

Concluding points: The voices that we have got are fading away, where modern
interpretations of the Holocaust are largely left to interpretation of ideas rather
than the use of first hand testimonies. As time goes on from the war, less and
less are able to talk about their experiences due to old age, where preserving
such testimonies and relaying the accounts of the dead are the only ways of
preserving memory and history for the generations to come after. Modern
perspectives are what keeps the original accounts alive, where although the
voices of millions have been lost, it is through the voice of the survivors and
their future generations that will not silence this aspect of Jewish history.
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