
 risk assessment

  Ethics risk in the research project
  

 types

 participant

 Physical risks

 Psychological risks

 Social/Economic risks

 Loss of Confidentiality
 Legal risks

 researcher

 risk of physical threat or abuse;

 risk of psychological trauma, as a result of actual or 
 threatened violence or the nature of what is 
 disclosed during the interaction;

 risk of being in a comprising situation, in which there 
 might be accusations of improper behaviour;

 increased exposure to risks of everyday life and 
 social interaction, such as road accidents and 
 infectious illness

 risk of causing psychological or physical harm to 
 others.

 Institution
 Reputational damage 

 Legal &/or financial liability  

 Risk assessment consists of three steps

 1. risk identification 

 2. risk analysis (including consideration of the 
 sources and causes of a specific risk event occurring, 
 consequences/impact of the risk event occurring, the 
 likelihood that the risk event will occur, and the 
 impact thereof on the organisation's objectives) 

 3. risk evaluation

 society or human kind 

 why

 Assessments enable researchers, reviewers, and 
 funders to decide whether the research is worth 
 doing at all, and whether it could be made less risky.


