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[bookmark: _Toc81864016]Introduction
Virtual Learning Environment has emerged as a way which enables the student as well as the teachers to get a common space where they can get access to all the learning materials and experience a learning system which is interactive, and thus help the students to easily learn and gain knowledge. The students are the main targeted audience of this VLE system, so to know whether the use of this method can positively impact the learning experience of the students, research will be conducted on the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
[bookmark: _Toc81864017]Research Aim
The aim of this research project is to find out the impact that the use of Virtual Learning Environment can have on the learning experience of the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc81864018]Research Objectives 
1. To find out the overall use of Virtual Learning Environment on the students in general.
2. To identify the ways in which the authority of the University of Wales are integrating VLE with the existing learning methods.
3. To find out the overall impact of the use of VLE on the learning experience of the students of University of Wales.
4. To recommend some steps with the implementation of which the learning experience from VLE can be improved further.
[bookmark: _Toc81864019]Research Questions
1. What is the use of Virtual Learning Environment in the learning of the students in general?
2. What are the ways in which the authority of the University of Wales are integrating VLE with the existing learning methods?
3. What is the overall impact of the use of VLE on the learning experience of the students of University of Wales?
4. What are the recommend some steps with the implementation of which the learning experience from VLE can be improved further?
[bookmark: _Toc81864020]Literature Review
According to Barker and Gossman, (2013), virtual learning environment has emerged as an important method to modify that learning method which is traditional to the core, because the traditional learning method, though the foundation of learning, do not provide with the best learning experience for students in general. According to Stricker, Weibel and Wissmath (2011), the Virtual Learning Method, also known as VLE has enabled itself as a way which can provide the students of all kinds, the best learning experience, because the virtual learning experience is consisted with those features which easily complement the existing educational system, and work as a bridge between the traditional educational system and digital advanced learning. Mogus, Djurdjevic and Suvak (2012) said, it was designed to add the utmost amount of value to the learning experience of students, so that they can easily adjust their existing learning method, and get access to wide variety of customised digital based learning materials to enhance their knowledge in the best possible way. Vaganova et al. (2017), thought the virtual learning system is a digitalised platform but it also requires some factors which can be found in the traditional learning methods, i.e., factors related to physical existence of the students, as well as, factors that are imperative to provide a virtual based experience. Chui et al. (2020) said, the virtual learning system work as a system which works to provide a two-way virtual space to both the teachers as well as students, so that they can enjoy the easy interfaces and materials of that space to enhance their learning experience.

[bookmark: _Toc81864021]Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc81864022]Research Philosophy 
The positivism philosophy was used to conduct the research on the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, and as this research involves the topic of VLE, only the information that are factual need to be collected.
[bookmark: _Toc81864023]Research Approach 
The inductive research approach was used to construct the whole research project, and according to which the aim and the objectives of the research project was determined, following which the rest of the work has been completed.
[bookmark: _Toc81864024]Research Method
The quantitative and qualitative both methods were used to collect all the required information, where the quantitative method was used to collect all the numerical data, and the qualitative method was used to collect all types of descriptive data.
[bookmark: _Toc81864025]Research sample
As data cannot be acquired from all the students, also because of the pandemic situation a face-to-face interview is not possible, thus 15 students were selected randomly from all the students of University of Wales. Information was collected from these students through a questionnaire, where a range of questions were asked to them.










[bookmark: _Toc81864026]Work Breakdown Structure
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[bookmark: _Toc81864028]Findings
	1
	Are you currently a student?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	15
	0

	2
	What is your gender
	Male
	Female

	
	Responses
	7
	8

	3
	Do you attend class regularly?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	10
	5

	4
	Do you live nearby your school?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	9
	6

	5
	Have you ever heard about virtual learning?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	12
	3

	6
	What do you understand by virtual learning?
	Learning through internet
	Learning remotely
	Learning by watching video
	Learning by using online tools

	
	Responses
	8
	2
	3
	2

	7
	Have you ever participated in any kind of research related to virtual learning?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses 
	6
	9

	8
	If you participated in any research, did you learn anything from it?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses 
	2
	13

	9
	Do you think virtual learning can aid in actual learning?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	12
	3

	10
	Has your university taken any initiative to include virtual learning in your curriculum?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	13
	2

	11
	Do you have access to virtual learning platform?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	14
	1

	12
	Can you customise your learning activities through VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	15
	0

	13
	Do you get more free time now, after learning through VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	11
	4

	14
	Can you communicate more efficiently with your teachers and peer students through VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	13
	2

	15
	Do you understand the topics more clearly through VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	10
	5

	16
	Do you find the system of VLE complex? 
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	3
	12

	17
	Did your cost for learning reduced after adopting VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	9
	6

	18
	Do you think VLE provided you with enough flexibility to learn at any convenient time?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	11
	4

	19
	Can you access to all the necessary materials through VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	15
	0

	20
	Do you think your academic performance has improved after adopting VLE?
	Yes 
	No

	
	Responses
	13
	2







[bookmark: _Toc81864029]Discussion on findings from primary research
Q1. Are you currently a student?

According to the founded result, among the sampled students of the University of Wales, all the 15 employees were the current student of that university, which means that the findings of this research would be very reliable.
Q2. What is your gender?

The findings suggest that the students who were asked questions, among them 7 students were male, which represents almost 47% of all the student in this university, whereas 8 out of 15 students were female, which represents almost 53% of the students.
Q3. Do you attend class regularly?

From the sample size, 10 students attend the class regularly and 5 students do not attend the classes.
Q4. Do you live nearby your school?

9 students live near the school and 6 students do not. 
Q5. Have you ever heard about virtual learning?

12 out of 15 sampled employees, i.e., almost 80% of the students have heard about virtual learning before, whereas only 3 out of 15 almost, i.e. almost 20% of the students did not hear about virtual learning. So, it is pretty much clear from this finding, that most of the students of this university have idea about virtual learning.
Q6. What do you understand by virtual learning?

Out of 15 students, 8 students responded that they think virtual learning means learning from environment, which represents almost 53% students of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. This essentially means that more than half of the students of this university think VLE as a learning through internet, whereas only 2 out of 15, 3 out of 15, and 2 out of 15 sampled students think virtual learning as respectively, learning remotely, learning by watching video, and learning by using online tools, and all of this indicates that all the students do not possess clear idea about VLE.

Q7. Have you ever participated in any kind of research related to virtual learning?

6 students have participated in virtual learning related research and 9 students did not.
Q8. If you participated in any research, did you learn anything from it?

2 students have learnt something from the research and almost 13 students did not learn anything.
Q9. Do you think virtual learning can aid in actual learning?

According to 13 out 15 sampled students virtual learning can aid in the actual learning process, whereas according to the 2 out of 15 employees, virtual learning cannot aid in the actual learning. These findings indicate that almost 87% students think virtual learning as an important tool of learning, and thus they think if virtual learning is blended into the existing learning system, it can help the learning system to become more valuable as well as enhance the learning methods. Only a handful student, which represent the 13% of all student, do not agree with the statement, thus the root cause of that matter needs to be found out.
Q10. Has your university taken any initiative to include virtual learning in your curriculum?

The students were asked about the initiatives of their University authority towards virtual learning, where 13 students said that they think the University authority has taken initiative regarding virtual learning, and this represent almost 87% students of the university. On the other hand, 2 students, i.e. 13% students responded negatively.
Q11. Do you have access to virtual learning platform?

14 out of 15 students said that they currently have access to virtual learning platform, which represents obviously the bigger portion of the university students, whereas only 1 student do not have access to virtual learning, and this represent the remaining 7% of all the students. The university authority should investigate further and find out the difficulties these 7% students are facing in terms of accessing to virtual learning.
Q12. Can you customise your learning activities through VLE?

Based on the findings from provided questionnaire to the 15 sample students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, all the 15 students can customise their learning activities according to their own preference, which means VLE has made the learning easier and more flexible, and thus the learning experience of the students have also been positively impacted. All the students of this university can now learn interactively according to their own pace and preferences.
Q13. Do you get more free time now, after learning through VLE?

11 students think that they get more free time after learning through VLE but 4 students did not think so.
Q14. Can you communicate more efficiently with your teachers and peer students through VLE?

The findings suggest that a large number of students, i.e., 13 out of 15 students which represents almost 87% of all the students, agree with the fact that they can communicate more efficiently with their teachers and their peer students, which in turn create a more efficient learning experience for the students. On the other hand, only 2 out of 15 sampled students, i.e., almost 13% student do not think so, and the reason of which needs to be found out through careful observation.
Q15. Do you understand the topics more clearly through VLE?

10 out of 15 sampled students said that through the use of virtual learning environment, now they understand their lessons or topics more clearly that before, whereas 5 out 15 students responded negatively. Thus, essentially means, the use of VLE has enhanced the learning value of the students more proficiently.
Q16. Do you find the system of VLE complex?

Only 3 students have found the VLE system complex where 13 students have found that VLE system is simple.
Q17. Did your cost for learning reduced after adopting VLE?

Cost of learning has been reduced for 9 students and it increased for 6 students. 
Q18. Do you think VLE provided you with enough flexibility to learn at any convenient time?

11 out of 15 students responded in positive that VLE has provided them with enough flexibility to learn at any time, whereas 5 students responded negatively.
Q19. Can you access to all the necessary materials through VLE?

All the sampled students, i.e., 15 out of 15 employees responded that they can access to all their necessary materials through the use of VLE.
Q20. Do you think your academic performance has improved after adopting VLE?


13 out of 15 sampled students said that they think their academic performance has improved after the integration of VLE in their learning method, whereas only 2 students responded negatively, which represent only a small percentage of the all students of the University.













[bookmark: _Toc81864030]Conclusion and recommendations 
The virtual learning experience has become a new but important learning tool for the students of all around the world, and has been founded from the conducted research, the primary research indicates that the VLE has opened up a flexible learning path for the students, and the learning experience of the students have enriched profoundly through the use VLE. The secondary research also suggests the same, i.e., the virtual learning is related with the positive academic performance as well as positive mindset towards overall study and learning.
Though the use of VLE has created an overall positive impact on the learning experience of the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, a few actions need to be taken:
1. The concept of virtual learning should be more broadly introduced among all the students of the university and that is too on an individual basis.
2. Arrangements should be made in such a way that all the students get access to VLE in the easiest possible way.
3. The use of VLE should be taught to the students, so that they do not face any difficulties while using VLE for learning purposes.
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	1
	Are you currently a student?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	2
	What is your gender
	Male
	Female

	
	Responses
	
	

	3
	Do you attend class regularly?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	4
	Do you live nearby your school?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	5
	Have you ever heard about virtual learning?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	6
	What do you understand by virtual learning?
	Learning through internet
	Learning remotely
	Learning by watching video
	Learning by using online tools

	
	Responses
	
	
	
	

	7
	Have you ever participated in any kind of research related to virtual learning?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses 
	
	

	8
	If you participated in any research, did you learn anything from it?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses 
	
	

	9
	Do you think virtual learning can aid in actual learning?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	10
	Has your university taken any initiative to include virtual learning in your curriculum?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	11
	Do you have access to virtual learning platform?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	12
	Can you customise your learning activities through VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	13
	Do you get more free time now, after learning through VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	14
	Can you communicate more efficiently with your teachers and peer students through VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	15
	Do you understand the topics more clearly through VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	16
	Do you find the system of VLE complex? 
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	17
	Did your cost for learning reduced after adopting VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	18
	Do you think VLE provided you with enough flexibility to learn at any convenient time?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	19
	Can you access to all the necessary materials through VLE?
	Yes
	No

	
	Responses
	
	

	20
	Do you think your academic performance has improved after adopting VLE?
	Yes 
	No

	
	Responses
	
	




Responses	Yes	No	15	0	




Responses	Male	Female	7	8	



yes	No	9	6	


yes	No	9	6	



Responses	Yes	No	12	3	




Responses	Learning through internet	Learning remotely	Learning by watching video	Learning by using online tools	8	2	3	2	



yes	No	9	6	


yes	No	9	6	



Responses	Yes	No	12	3	




Responses	Yes	No	13	2	




Responses	Yes	No	14	1	



yes	No	9	6	


yes	No	9	6	


yes	No	9	6	



Responses	Yes	No	10	5	



yes	No	9	6	


yes	No	9	6	



Responses	Yes	No	11	4	




Responses	Yes	No	15	0	




Responses	Yes	No	13	2	
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