Holding the UK Government to account 

The executive arm of government is responsible for enforcing laws, establishing policy agendas, and administering day-to-day operations. In the United Kingdom, the executive consists of Prime Ministers and numerous government ministries and organizations. This essay will look at the executive branch’s roles and responsibilities, as well as the notion of separation of powers and how it might be applied to holding the UK executive accountable. It will also look at how parliamentary processes like questions, debates, and select committees are utilized to scrutinize the executive branch. Additionally, this essay will analyze the merits and downsides of various accountability mechanisms, which will also aim to recommend improvements to improve the effectiveness of holding the executive accountable.	Comment by Zita Draper: Ensure that you note the question and include a thesis (a sentence of the conclusion within the introduction

The term "executive" describes members of the government who make the important choices and oversee daily operations of the nation. The party with the most seats in the House of Commons is normally invited to form a government under the UK system. The Prime Minister, the Cabinet, and many junior ministers constitute the government, which is chosen from among members of Parliament, typically from the winning party. As the leader of that party, the prime minister often appoints the other members of the cabinet. This comprises the three most significant "Great Offices of State": the Home Secretary, the Foreign Secretary, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who oversees economic policy. However, there are a lot more government agencies, all headed by the Prime Minister-appointed Secretary of State or an equivalent. Instead of a presidential system, this is what is known as a parliamentary system. Given that the government is derived from and seated within the legislature, this indicates that there is some “fusion” or relationship between the legislative and the executive. The main roles and responsibilities of the executive have a great deal of influence. The government introduces most bills into Parliament, and it also sets the schedule and agenda for the House of Commons. Every year, the government prepares a budget that outlines its financial plans for the upcoming year. In addition, the government is free to decide on a wide variety of matters pertaining to policy in sectors including health, education, and transportation. Often, secondary, or delegated legislation is used to implement these policies. Acts of Parliament frequently provide onto ministers and other entities broad authority that can be used to advance a policy without requiring the complete legislative procedure for enacting a new statute. Ministers are permitted to exercise a wide range of delegate executive authorities provided  they do not exceed the scope of primary legislation. However, if they do, judicial review serves as a legal means of contesting this. The Royal Prerogative powers are additional authorities that are vested in the executive. These are the abilities that are officially attributed to the king, but are used by the government. Parliament’s approval is not required before they can be employed. These include the authority to give honors, prorogue Parliament (which means to end the current session), and carry out foreign policy, including diplomacy and army deployment. Due to the lack of adequate checks and balances on the executive’s exercise of these powers, they have frequently proven contentious. 	Comment by Zita Draper: Proof read here	Comment by Zita Draper: Summarise and proof read this
Separation of Powers Theory: The concept of separation of powers states that each of the main state institutions should have distinct functions and that no one should hold authority over more than one of these offices. Typically, the executive, legislative, and judicial branches are considered the three main institutions. Each branch has a separate function and authority to prevent the concertation of power in any single institution, hence providing checks and balances within the government. According to early reports, such The Spirit of the laws by Montesquieu, the purpose of the division of powers is to protect liberty and prevent tyranny. It was believed that to prevent one power from surpassing the other two, the key institutions should be split apart and reliant on one another. These days, it is more common to advocate for the separation of powers to foster the checks and balances essential to good governance. While there is no formal division of power in the conventional sense in the United Kingdom, Parliament retains ultimate authority over the executive and legislative departments. In terms of the Applicability to Holding the UK Executive to Account, which links to the separation of powers principle, is relevant in holding the UK executive accountable since it sets systems for checks and balances within the government. Parliament, as the legislative branch, has a critical responsibility in scrutinizing the executive’s activities and choices through numerous oversight procedures. These tools include parliamentary questions, debates, and select committees, which allowed government ministers and officials to be held accountable for their policies and decisions. Parliamentary questions, debates, and select committees: Parliamentary questions, both oral and written, allow Members of Parliament (MP’s) to ask government ministers specific questions to get answers or hold them accountable for decisions and policies. MPs must have a chance to thoroughly examine and evaluate government proposals, law, and policies during parliamentary debates. Small groups of MP’s or Lords members (or both) are called select committees, and its purpose is to investigate a particular matter. Future government decisions may be influenced by their findings. Every time a select committee begins a recent investigation, they often issue a request for evidence. Anyone with knowledge of the subject or relevant experience is invited to submit their opinions. Members of Parliament from various political parties investigate issues and call on experts and government representatives to testify and offer suggestions. 	Comment by Zita Draper: New paragraph needed 	Comment by Zita Draper: Ensure that you are writing in full sentences	Comment by Zita Draper: New paragraph
One of the advantages of the Parliamentary accountability system is that it’s transparent and visible to the public, which enables citizens to watch and evaluate choices and acts made by the government. By making government activities more accessible and visible, the Parliamentary accountability system ensures that citizens are informed about the different policies, laws, and decisions that have an impact on their lives. Furthermore, citizens have the opportunity to witness their representatives articulating their position, debating issues and making decisions on behalf on the public, which allows citizens to evaluate the performance of their elected officials and hold them accountable for their actions. 
These processes do have certain drawbacks too, such as the possibility of partisan bias in inquiries and discussion. MP’s may prioritise political agendas over impartial scrutiny, which leads to biased questioning and the selective use of information during parliamentary debates and hearings. It can also undermine the effectiveness of accountability mechanisms and have an impact on public trust in the political process. When politicians are seen putting politics before people and society, they could lose faith in democracy. Additionally, political disagreements can make it difficult for parliament to agree on ways to improve oversight.

To improve the accountability of the UK executive, several reforms are recommended. Strengthening the authority of select committees, such as granting them the power to summon witnesses and demand documents, would enhance their ability to hold public servants accountable. Additionally, measures like live broadcasting of debates and hearings would increase transparency and public access to parliamentary proceedings, which fosters greater public participation and accountability. An example of the effectiveness of these reforms is seen in the Health and Social Care investigation into the government’s handling of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2021. Through expert testimony and public scrutiny, the committee improved the government’s public health strategy and informed policy decisions. Moreover, collaborative efforts between the UK government and devolved administrations have ensured a coordinated response to Covid-19, including the vaccination campaign and procedure of personal protective equipment.

In conclusion, enhancing accountability mechanisms play a crucial role in ensuring transparency, integrity, and effectiveness in the governance of the UK. By granting select commitees greater authority and expanding public access to parliamentary proceedings, the government can strengthen its accountability to the electorate. The example of the Health and Social Care select committee’s inquiry into the Covid-19 pandemic demonstrates the tangible benefits of robust scrutiny and public engagement in informing policy decisions and improving government operations. Additionally, collaborative efforts between the UK government and devolved administrations underscore the importance of coordinated responses to national changes. As the UK continue to navigate the complex issues, the enhancement mechanisms for holding the government accountable remains essential for upholding democratic principles and fostering trust in the political process.
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