OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:
Monday 26th September, 9:00-10:00. Year 12.

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
AOLE- Humanities
Subject- Politics 
A-Level class with only 2 pupils present


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During discussion about Strengths of the UK Constitution, the topic of the “mini budget” came up in discussion. Pupils were not aware of what this was as they had not been watching the news, and had not done so prior to the lesson. Teacher then set homework to watch the news, research the “mini budget” and see how this fit into the UK constitution and how it has been able to be passed. This is to further their understanding of the topic and to give a real life example of how this happened. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

How nessecary is it for pupils to do research prior to lessons?
Would pupils find it easier to develop work if they had done research?
What is the importance of completing research at this level?
Should homework be set rather than an expectation that research will be completed? 




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Both pupils stated that they had not been watching the news as it was overwhelmed with the topic of the Queen’s death. Teacher did give advice that it is important for the course that they keep up to date with the news no matter what it is on. 











Record 2
	Date and time, year group:
Tuesday 27th September, 9:10 am, Year 13

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

AOLE- Humanities
Subject-Politics
A-Level class with only 2 pupils present. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
While going through the PowerPoint, the teacher remarked that the writing was red in colour, and that they would need to change it. Pupil A is colourblind, so the teacher changed the colour of the writing on the slide to ensure the pupil could read the board and engage with the lesson. Teacher stated he would find time to go through other PowerPoints to ensure that there was no red writing as there was a lot coming up in the PowerPoint they were using that day. Although, as the lesson progressed when red writing did come up, it was not changed by the teacher, even when pupils were expected to copy off the board ‘key phrases’ which were red in colour. However, the pupil did not request the slide colour be changed. I checked with the teacher after the lesson and confirmed that the pupil was colourblind. 





	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Research on ALN and how this can affect children in their classroom
Research pedalogical techniques to help combat this being an issue


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

















Record 3
	Date and time, year group:
Monday 26th September, 11:15, year 10

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

AOLE- Humanities
Subject- History
GCSE Class, mixed gender and ability


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Pupils were unengaged with the starter task initially, quite a few in the class spoke over the explanation of the activity, and were interrupting the starter. They had also been asked to write the title down, however when the teacher changed the slide it became apparent that most of the pupils had not done this. The teacher then gave these pupils a different shorter title to write down as there was not time to go back. There was lots of chatter throughout the lesson, this meant that tasks took longer to complete as pupils had either not been working or had been distracted. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

How is best to manage low-level disruption within the lesson?
How can you effectively keep pupils on task?
Would a more effective seating plan have helped?
How can you actively engage pupils to ensure they remain on task?


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The lesson was immeadiately after break.
The class are friendly with each other. Teacher described it as being a ‘core group of friends’. 











