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Terrorism is a widely used word in modern society. There are various terrorist groups in contemporary society, however terrorism and terrorist acts have historical roots. Some groups set out with good intentions against tyranny and mass oppression and are known as freedom fighters but in some cases, were there has been no resolution and met with resistance this can evolve into extremism. Extremism is not violent behaviour but extreme opposing views that differ from the mainstream, it is an individuals or groups radical expressions of one’s political views or beliefs and an angry reaction to the ideology. Terrorism is born from extremism and is criminal behaviour and acts of violence, terrorists undertake acts to convey messages to the public and governmental figures. Walzer (2013) defines terrorism as the “deliberate killing of innocent, at random, in order to spread fear through a whole population and force the hand of its political leaders.” Contemporary terrorism is largely centred around religious and political ideology, however other forms of Terrorism that are not driven by religion are also starting to take form.

The Incels is now regarded as a new form of terrorism, the name Incel means involuntary celibate, it is a group/ online based sub-culture which has been formed by primarily young males that are either virgins and feel they will never have sexual intercourse due to being not classed as mainstream or conventionally attractive or having attributes that they feel they should have to attract the opposite sex, or they feel they have been cruelly treated by women. They have a deep hatred and resentment towards women and feel that they are oppressed by women, and they will never be able to progress in the ‘social hierarchy’ because of women. Due to the juvenile nature and absurdity of the online group, it was never perceived as an extremist or terrorist group until recently since there have been incidents which can be traced back to Incel.

Incel was ironically started by a female, as an online community/ support group and perhaps dating site for people who were struggling to find company and love, and it consisted of all genders (Taylor, 2018), however this evolved into a hate sharing platform towards women, it is deeply embedded in misogyny, this platform entrenched in hatred and violence towards women arouses angry responses, and creates a radicalisation process, like the radicalisation surrounding religious and political ideology. “In 2017 New statesman journalist Amelia Tait spoke to several former members about their online radicalisation, unveiling bullying and indoctrination techniques within the community. She summarised the forum's ideology as a profound belief that "feminism is toxic, sexism is fake, men have it harder than women and everything the media teaches about relationships is a lie" (BBC, 2018).
  





Many young males are almost groomed and persistently surrounding by negative language, connotations and violence towards women, which radicalises them and further embeds their suspicions and beliefs about women and the world around them, some users discuss suicide, but other users will encourage them to “do a favour” for society and kill members of the public also, it resonates with the grooming and recruitment that takes place in Jihadi groups. 

The first violent act of terrorism derived from this platform was in 2014, a young man named Elliot Rodger wrote a 104-page Manifesto claiming injustice and hatred of humanity, it is also referenced being unable to fit in with society and live amongst humanity, he felt like an outsider, an outcast, oppressed and stuck in a position he didn’t want to be in – in effect he felt socially excluded from society and humanity, this is relevant in the types of extremism attitudes and terrorism seen in religious and political terrorist groups also. It’s a hostility that the groups feel they are met with from mainstream society, that they rebel against. Elliot Rodge felt the hostility was due to women and the rejection from women, because of this he felt that he had to die and that people had to be punished. He set out on an attack and killed six people via knifing and a gun and then shot himself, “He planned his murderous rampage as a "Day of Retribution" and said he had "no choice but to exact revenge on the society" that had "denied" him sex and love.” He specifically targeted a sorority house that housed the kind of girls/ women “he could never have” - this relates to the terrorist attacks also seen in society today driven by religious ideology, many terrorists will enforce attacks on the general public whilst also killing themselves, for example “suicide bombers”, they also target specific sites for example the “Twin Towers” to convey messages to what they consider their “oppressors”.

In 2018, another attack took place in Toronto, Canada in which an Alex Minnassian deliberately drove into pedestrians using a White cargo van, killing ten people and injuring sixteen people also. He was arrested at the scene, and admitted that it was a planned attack, during trial “Prosecutors had argued that the accused – motivated by his hatred of women and radicalised on online forums – wanted infamy and was willing to kill as many innocent people as he could to achieve it. Speaking with police following his arrest in 2018, the accused told officers that he belonged to an online subculture of men who blame women for their sexual frustration – and that he drew inspiration from others who used violence as a form of retribution for “being unable to get laid”. In her judgment, Molloy found that the accused had spent years fantasizing about committing the crime. While he considered how it might affect his family, he “deliberately set those thoughts aside, ignoring them, because he did not want them to deter him from achieving this important goal” (Cecco, 2021).


There have been several more attacks of this nature linked to Incel, most recently in the UK on the 12th August 2021, a 22-year old Jake Davison shot his mother and then went on to kill four other people before killing himself. Officials thought this was a domestic issue but had to consider the fact that domestic incidents don’t usually lead to killing sprees and attacks on the public, officials uncovered that he had been involved in online sharing platforms but did not consider it a terrorist attack, it would need to undergo further investigation of devices to fully understand the motivation of the attack. “Under UK law, terrorism is defined as: "Use or threat of action, both in and outside of the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public. It must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause." However, the fact that growing lone attacks are a harm to the general public and society, and that the root cause of the attacks leads to Incel sharing platforms, ideology and radicalisation, it needs to be classified as a terrorist act (Dodd, Weaver 2021). 
Dr Katharine Boyd (2021) states that terrorism is a difficult term to define, and this due to several reasons such as laws and policy makers, however states that Incel advocates violence and rape against women and is driven by propaganda by deed, also known as terrorism, by undertaking attacks members of Incel groups are attempting to assert power and dominance within society and fight against what they believe they oppression that has been enforced upon them in society. The Incel is not an issue to be dismissed due to the mass murders arising from this radicalisation. 

Dr Katharine Boyd (2021) also highlights several links between strategies, tactics and attack methods used by Jihadi’s and Islamic terrorist groups that are also being undertaken by the Incel movement such as being centred around an ideology of ‘violence against women’, perpetrators of attacks are memorialised by users and sympathising with the attackers, not unlike Nazi sympathisers. Social media is used as the main tool and network to bring people together for a common goal, this content contains violence, propaganda and encourages lone attacks to be undertaken, Boyd believes that the Incels clone ideas and tactics from Islamist terrorist groups to create their own form of terrorism.







Although Incel has not been clearly defined as a terrorist group it is a growing national security concern, and a gender driven form of extremism and a growing domestic tourism concern, progressing to international (Ling, 2020). The Incel have emulated the radicalisation, extremism, tactics, attacks and strategies of the Islamists, yet without any of the organisational structure, it is a disturbing fact that networks and groups are being easily formed via social media and sub-cultures of terrorism acts are taking place without any clear solutions, intelligence or effective policies implemented to prevent or react to them, research is being undertaken to build an effective deradicalization programme which can be applied to this form of terrorism, yet implemented programmes that are used in the middle east and within prison services that claim high success rates are extremely flawed and do not demonstrate such success (Kersley, 2021). This pattern of extremism and radicalisation is broadening beyond that of religious and political and extending to gender-based extremism, homophobia and racism.
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