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[bookmark: _Toc160469890]Task 1: Mind map	Blaming the victim

 According to Niemi and Young (2016) being a victim of crime may mean facing constant feelings of self-blame and a lack of empathy to the harm you endured and the suffering you go through. Many psychologists said that they have perceived a rise in a new culture of victim hood and that victims of crime are being “coddled” or “overindulged”. However, opposing views on victimhood believe that society is on a slippery slope toward low accountability and victim culture. 

America is consumed with pop culture and celebrities. While a normal report of a court case would be shoved to the back of a newspaper, anything involving celebrities would make front page news. It’s also clear that celebrities have some clearly favourable  attributes that would benefit them in court, and they would prosper better than a normal defendant (Knight et al ,2001). According to Lester (2004) many people believe that celebrities are favoured by the justice system because they are “high-profile” members of the public. Very few celebrities are treating like normal people. If Celebrities commit a crime, they are always able to make bail because of the amount of money they have and when they show up to court they are always impeccably dressed and are surrounded by some of the best and most expensive lawyers in the world. 

Celebrity Victims 
According to Laxminarayan (2015) for victims of crime the legitimacy of the legal system plays an important part in the trust the victims have in the criminal justice system. For victims of crime their trust in the system can depend on whether they feel safe and secure after the outcome of their trial is delivered. According to Wheatcroft et al (2009) many men and women who unfortunate become the victim of rape will not report the crime. Many reported feeling dissatisfactions when they did have the courage to go and report to the police because the officers either expressed disbelief from what they were hearing or were simply unsympathetic towards the victim. Although police training for dealing with rape victims has improved, there still appears to be a block when the case is presented to the crown court. The Crown Prosecution service solely relies on the evidence in the file they are presented. The crown is not allowed to meet with the victim prior  to  trial  because accusation of “coaching” the victims can be made.  Many victims do not like this as it can lead them to feel even more anxious before they go into a trail because they feel unprepared about what to expect.

Legal System Implications
According to Cook (2015), victimologists have discussed perceptions about victims to further help understand how victims contribute to their own victimisation and along the way they identified attributes and vulnerabilities that may be susceptible to victimisation. Routine activity theory also suggests that certain people or places can be a suitable target and can make them “attractive” to offenders. According to Pratt and Turanovic (2015) someone can become a victim if there is a suitable target, motivated offender and a lack of capable guardian but if any on of the three are missing then victimisation does not happen. In the features of everyday life such as leaving home to go to work can mean that there are more chances of an offender finding a home with no guardian and the house becomes a suitable target and, in this day, and age there are more people working and making money which means there are more valuable items in houses for offenders to steal. 

How do societal attitudes towards victims of crime and the role of victim blaming shape perceptions of culpability and justice?
Social Attitudes
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 

	NAME: 

	 ID No.: 

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Societal attitudes and victim blaming and their role on shaping perceptions of culpability and justice. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Aim – How do societal attitudes towards victims of crime and the role of victim blaming shape perceptions of culpability and justice.

Objective 1 - Investigate the general societal attitudes towards victims of crime, including beliefs about victim responsibility, credibility, and deservingness of support.
 
Objective 2 - Evaluate the extent to which victim blaming occurs within different cultural, social, and legal contexts.
 
Objective 3 – Identify the psychological impact of victim blaming on survivors of crime, including its effects on self-esteem, mental health, and willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system.





	
THEORETICAL CONTEXT: 
The majority of issues victims face after a crime have raised some concerns and debates about the support they receive and has brought about a number of reforms on what can be done to improve victims’ services (Tapley, 2003). According to Tapley (2003) the first formal treatment of victims insisted that victims of crime contribute to their own victimization in one way or another. This could be through them provoking their attacker or by creating a situation that could most likely lead to them becoming a victim. 

According to Gravelin (2019) many crimes such as robberies/muggings and victims of sexual assaults are particularly more vulnerable to being blamed for the attack. In some religious and traditional gender roles can contribute to victim blaming. For example, religious and conservative observers may see a woman behaving wildly or fighting against her attacker as more blameworthy and because of the change in gender role, that being the male partner is the “fighter” or “protector” so to speak and the female partner is considered a “damsel”.

According to Lyons (2006) In recent decades there have been a rise in hate crimes, and this has now developed into a new category of victimisation. While members of the public are becoming increasingly more aware of hate crime. Victims of hate crime sometimes received forms of secondary victimisation and suffer from higher psychological trauma and become extremely socially isolated compared to victims of non bias crimes. 
According to Reich et al  (2021) at least 90% of people will experience a traumatic event in their life and a small number of these individuals will develop a psychopathology (e.g. Phobias, depression and obsessive-compulsive disorder) as a result of the event. Due to the development of one of the psychopathologies following the traumatic event a variety of risk factors arise such as receiving a negative reaction from a professional when the survivor discloses their experience e.g. stigmatization, controlling, victim blaming, and some will even be discouraged from talking about what happened to them (essentially they’re being silenced). Essentially when a victim gets blamed people will see them at fault and or responsible somehow for the crime.
Parsons and Bergin (2010) wrote that the events following a traumatic event can leave victims with emotional and mental health problems and in some cases, they manifest as diagnosable psychiatric disorders and other times they manifest as disorders that are harder to classify and leave the victim with a reduced quality of life due to their poor mental state. Contact with the criminal justice system can be beneficial for victims as it can help with the healing process for victims. However, the criminal justices system to victims who report violent crims and make a difference between the healing process and having to relive the trauma. When a victim’s case goes to trial, and it results in a failure to prosecute the victims walk away feeling disappointed and frustrated.

Police culture still expect high levels of false allegations when it comes to women being raped. It was reported that a third of all officers believe that 25% of all rape allegations made were false. Many victims were shocked at the lack of specialist facilities and less than 10% of victims who were interviewed after a rape report were taken to a specialist facility to be examined (Wheatcroft, et al, 2009). If the police continue to brush off victims and accuse them of making false allegations, then victims may stop reporting to them and then their rapist may go on to rape someone else and people may start to blame the police for not taking the victim to be examined and then not giving their all to investigate the case. 
Greeson, et al (2015) wrote that victims of rape often receive blame for what happened to them. In this society blaming the victim of a rape is bordering “rape culture”  that then leads to condoning and contributing to the ongoing sexual victimisation of women. When rape survivors seek help after the assault if they are blamed then it can derail their recovery and amply the distress they’re feeling. This problem with victim  is particularly common within the criminal justice system. Researchers  discovered that police officers often engage in  in disbelieving, victim-blaming reactions to adult rape victims and such reactions are hurtful.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
According to Gelo et al (2008) the difference between qualitative and quantitative research is based on how the data is collected and analysed. Quantitative research is collected in the form of numbers and focuses on a more statistical analysis while qualitative research is collected through a non-numerical form which could include text, photos or videos. According to Verhoef and Casebeer (1997) qualitative research can be a strength for quantitative research and the other way around. Also using both methods will give you a balanced evaluation of both text and numbers. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will be targeting members of the public ranging from 18-year-olds to people in their late 50s to early 60s purely because the younger generation may have completely different views to the older generation, so I’ll be able to get a wide range of different responses 
I will be using google forms to create my survey and by using that I will be able to select an option so that if anyone under 18 attempts to answer the survey it will automatically shut it down and they won’t be able to answer it. I will be using social media platforms such as snapchat, Instagram and Facebook to distribute my survey to accumulate responses 

	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Gelo, O., Braakmann, D. and Benetka, G. (2008). Quantitative and Qualitative Research: beyond the Debate. Integrative Psychological and Behavioural Science, 42(3), pp.266–290.
Gravelin, C.R., Biernat, M. and Bucher, C.E. (2019). Blaming the Victim of Acquaintance Rape: Individual, Situational, and Sociocultural Factors. Frontiers in Psychology, [online] 9(2422). doi:https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2018.02422.
Greeson, M.R., Campbell, R. and Fehler-Cabral, G. (2015). ‘NOBODY DESERVES THIS’: ADOLESCENT SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIMS’ PERCEPTIONS OF DISBELIEF AND VICTIM BLAME FROM POLICE. Journal of Community Psychology, 44(1), pp.90–110. doi:https://doi.org/10.1002/jcop.21744.
Lyons, C.J. (2006). Stigma or Sympathy? Attributions of Fault to Hate Crime Victims and Offenders. Social Psychology Quarterly, 69(1), pp.39–59. doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/019027250606900104.
Parsons, J. and Bergin, T. (2010). The impact of criminal justice involvement on victims’ mental health. Journal of Traumatic Stress, 23(2), pp.182–188. doi:https://doi.org/10.1002/jts.20505.
Reich, C.M., Pegel, G.A. and Johnson, A.B. (2021). Are Survivors of Sexual Assault Blamed More Than Victims of Other Crimes? Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(19-20), p.088626052110374. doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211037423.
Tapley, J.D. (2003). From ‘good citizen’ to ‘deserving client’ : the relationship between victims of violent crime and the state using citizenship as the conceptualising tool. [online] Available at: http://eprints.soton.ac.uk/id/eprint/465042.
Verhoef, M.J. and Casebeer, A.L. (1997). Broadening Horizons: Integrating Quantitative and Qualitative Research. The Canadian Journal of Infectious Diseases, [online] 8(2), pp.65–66. doi:https://doi.org/10.1155/1997/349145.
Wheatcroft, J.M., Wagstaff, G.F. and Moran, A. (2009). Revictimizing the Victim? How Rape Victims Experience the UK Legal System. Victims & Offenders, [online] 4(3), pp.265–284. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/15564880903048529.
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL


	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Hannah Willett

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒
	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐
	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐



	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	
Blue light academy 

	4
	Campus:
	
Swansea Business School

	5
	E-mail address:
	
2204812@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	
07443439043

	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2204812

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Criminology and policing BSc

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Laura Knight





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)

	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐
	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐
	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐
	




SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒

	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	 

	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Societal attitudes and victim blaming and their role on shaping perceptions of culpability and justice 

	2
	Proposed start date:
	10/2024
	Proposed end date:
	05/2025

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
I would like to achieve a  wider understanding on how societal attitudes towards victims of crime and the blaming of victims contributes to shaping perceptions of culpability and justice. And also, from my questionnaire I would like to see if people think that people contribute to their own victimization and how empathetic they feel to different victims of crime. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question
Societal attitudes and victim blaming and their role on shaping perceptions of culpability and justice 
(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity

Aim – How do societal attitudes towards victims of crime and the role of victim blaming shape perceptions of culpability and justice.
(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

· Objective 1: Identify how gender stereotyping is present within true crime.
· Objective 2: Explore the impact of gender stereotyping on true crime.
· Objective 3: Evaluate public perception on gender stereotyping In true crime.

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	I will be sharing my survey on social media platforms such as snapchat, Instagram and Facebook. I will also be emailing it out to some of my fellow students and to family and friends across the UK
(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	Online data from participants in England and Wales. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☐

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	
100

(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Contacts related to the researchers existing social media account which include fellow students in the university, co-workers, family members and friends.  

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Anonymously, I will not be using their names. For example, I will address them as participant and then state their age. 

(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
Some of the scenario  questions in the survey may be a upsetting to some participants 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:
At the beginning of the survey I will be putting a warning that some of the scenario questions involve mentions of attacks and that it may be upsetting and that they can just complete section 1 and then end the survey. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	
In the survey participants wont need to give out any detailed information e.g. name or address. All I will be asking is for their age and gender so that way ill be able to compare how the different ages and genders view the scenarios presented 

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☐

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☐

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☐

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☐

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☒
	☐

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☐

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☐

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☐

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☐

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☐

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☐

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☐

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☐

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☐





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	[image: A close up of a word

Description automatically generated]
	Date:
03/05/2024



For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☒
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☒
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



[bookmark: _Toc160469893]Task 4 : Justification of your chosen research method

According to Kramers (2009) a survey is made up with questions relating to a certain topic for example global warming. Some questions in a questionnaire can be open ended or closed ended. 
Open ended questions allow participants to give a long text answer and they can give a detailed explanation to their answer, while closed ended questions limit the set of possible answers for participants for example their choice would either be yes, no or prefer not to say (Rosala, 2024). 
Surveys are mainly suitable for qualitative feedback and many companies will send out surveys to get feedback on a new product and based off of the responses they get from the survey they know what the customers like about the product and what they do not like about it and based off these responses the company can then make changes to the product based ff of what the customers say needs to change (Kramer’s, 2009). 
According to Jones et al (2013) using a survey is a great way to gather information from a large group of people. An advantage to conducting a survey is that the ability to gather large amounts of information from a large group of people (this can be done electronically and can save paper waste). However where the is an advantage there is also a disadvantage for surveys which is that accuracy and the validity of a survey depends on the response rate


[bookmark: _Toc160469894]Task 5: A minimum of 10 questions that could be used in the chosen data collection method
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[bookmark: _Toc160469895]Task 6: Evaluation of the chosen data analysis method 

According to Clarke and Braun (2016) thematic data analysis is use to help identify, analyse and interpret patterns or “themes” that can be found in qualitative data. Thematic analysis is flexible in terms of  research  question,  sample  size  and  constitution,  data  collection  method, and approaches to meaning generation. Thematic analysis can be used in relation to participants’ lived experience, views and perspectives,  and  behaviour and  practices by identifying patterns within the data gathered. 
According to Rouder et al (2021) the use of open ended questions should be to enhance and  refine the story told through the quantitative data.. For example, in a survey about peoples willingness  to receive a new COVID vaccine, open-ended feedback may shed light on why respondents may be willing or unwilling to get vaccinated. Qualitative data could also highlight any weaknesses or inconsistencies in the quantitative data itself.
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