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Essay 1
Evaluate the effectiveness of crime prevention strategies in relation to a specific crime
Policing can be conducted in a variety of different ways with varying levels of effectiveness. one thing that is done by police to help against crime is using crime prevention strategies. one crime prevention strategy which is used in the police is problem orientated policing (POP). With this strategy it is believed that police should identify a problem and the underlying root cause of why this problem is occurring, it Is hypothesised that eliminating the root cause of the problem will mean that crime levels are reduced. College of policing (2020) states that this is an approached used which helps develop an intervention of crime rather than an intervention itself. 
An example of this would be a drug user, a POP approach used would focus on although the person is using drugs, the key would be finding out why they use drugs and if things can be put in place to prevent continual use of drugs.
Use of drugs is a growing problem within the community with 1 in 11 adults aged between 16 and 59 haven taken drugs in the year 2020 (DrugWise, 2020) 
When considering interventions in drug use it may be believed that the person using drugs is doing so as they feel it helps with mental health, this is supported by Mental Health Foundation (2022) who states, “If you have a mental health diagnosis, you may use drugs to help you cope with the symptoms”. A problem orientated policing approach to this would feel that in order to tackle drug use effectively, the drug user should be supported by different agencies such as their GP to tackle their mental health issues. 
Problem oriented policing adopts the SARA model to policing. the term SARA is an acronym and is broken down into scanning, analysis, response and assessment, when broken down further the scanning element of SARA is the initial stage and is used to identify the problem. Following this the analysis stage begins where the problem is identified and how the impact on the community is considered and where the problem is most prevalent. It is important that the first two points are adhered too correctly so the response section can be properly implemented with the best action and finally the assessment stage is reviews how the response used to the problem has worked or failed.
Another strategy which is used by the police to tackle drug use is intelligence led policing. This is where police gather information and intelligence and from their gathered information devise a plan and strategy as to how to tackle a certain problem. 
Police can gather information and intelligence in a number of ways, such as from having conversations with members of the public, through the use of Covert Human Intelligence Sources (CHIS), surveillance and can also be information given by suspects. Bryant and Bryant (2020) supports this stating information and intelligence can be picked up through initial phone calls to the police and stating that intelligence and information can also be obtained through conversations.
An example of where intelligence led policing was seen within the police was with Kent and Northumbria constabularies who used this method in order to tackle car thefts in the area where the car thefts were determined to be disproportionately committed by a select group of people (UK essays, 2018). Police use intelligence in order to prioritise action against organised crime groups in order to deliver maximum disruptive impact (NCA, 2022)
Intelligence led policing clearly provides a strategic advantage to officers when tackling crime, this is supported by (STA LAW FIRM, 2022) who states that police can harness the date they have in order to maximise police action potential, whilst also ensuring adherence to national laws and human rights. It is also stated that due to the demand for policing outweighing the resource levels of police intelligence led policing offers an ideal solution for this (STA LAW FIRM, 2022). According to the Police Foundation (2017) the aim of evidence led policing is to obtain information from a variety of credible sources to better understand current and future problems, it goes on to further state that evidence led policing has the objective of viewing this information and prioritises responses and plans whilst also evaluating the outcomes.
The application of intelligence led policing in relation to drugs would be through the use of information and intelligence provided to police to obtain a warrant to execute a search of a premises where there is reasonable suspicion that drugs will be found.
Police can also use a strategy for policing known as predictive policing, this where a analysis is performed on crimes, areas, victims and suspects and through the use of computer data gives police information as to where a crime is likely to happen, what crime it may be, who the victim may be and also who is likely to have committed it. this strategy raises slight controversy as some feel the data discriminates against certain individuals as the algorithm used looks at information already held on police systems meaning those who are known to be police are more likely to be targeted. It is argued by Liberty (2019) who states, “mapping programs direct officers to already over-policed areas, while individual risk assessment programs encourage an approach to policing based on discriminatory profiling”. Maijer and Wessels (2019) supports this also stating that due to the fact existing data is used there is scope for predictive policing to be less effective and potentially discriminatory.
Predictive policing also has benefits, this is brought to light by Norga (2021) who illustrates that predictive policing is beneficial due to the fact it contributes towards objective decision making whereas some police officers’ decisions may be clouded by bias. Information and intelligence in relation to drugs users, drug dealers and hotspots for drug use are examples of how predictive policing could be used to help with tackling drug crime. 
In conclusion there are a variety of different methods and strategies deployed by the police to tackle crime, each having its own benefits and drawbacks. The methods deployed by the police must be carefully selected and implemented since infringement on human rights and biases must be kept into consideration. Strategies to reduce crime are evident across the United Kingdom and are also present in police services globally. With the police typically using a strategy which helps with their demand and targets their most pressing issue.
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Essay 2
The role of Response Police in dealing with major incidents
Within this essay there will be an explanation of response police officer’s role in major incidents, there will be an evaluation of what response police officers do, the importance of their role, what a major incident is and the consequences of dealing with major incidents badly.
A major incident within the police is generally defined as an incident whereby more than one emergency service is required, according to JESIP (2023) a major incident is defined as “an event or situation with a range of serious consequences which requires special arrangements to be implemented by one or more emergency responder”. The college of policing (2023) elaborates on this by documenting that a major incident is an incident whereby it requires a response from one or more emergency services major incident plans. According to Bryant and Bryant (2021 P.249) they explain a major incident as being “likely to involve serious harm, damage, security risk, disruption or risk to human life or welfare”. 
An example of a major incident would be a serious road traffic collision, this due to the fact that dependant on the severity of the collision there may be involvement from a number of emergency services, this includes the police, the ambulance service and potentially the fire and rescue service depending on whether or not individuals are stuck within their vehicles or if there is a risk a vehicle could be set alight. The response police who attend the incident would declare the emergency incident to the force control room and generally at the same time do a dynamic assessment to establish how many if any casualties there are, whether there are any hazard present such as oil leaks or disruption to the highway. The police would communicate the exact location as well as the access routes particularly if ambulance are required however the incident area has already been cordoned off.
The police follow an acronym when dealing with major incidents, this acronym is known is the word METHANE. Which stands for Major incident declared, Exact location, type of incident, hazards present, access routes, number of casualties and emergency services present and required (First aid training co-operative, 2023). 
When a major incident is first established it will first be passed through the force control room of police who will allocate resources accordingly, this statement is supported by the College of Policing (2023) who states, “force control room, this is likely to be the first point of contact when an emergency or major incident occurs”.
When police officers first attend the scene there are key considerations that take priority of everything else, the main consideration is to ensure that police focus on preserving life. Once the welfare of everyone at scene is established and there is believed no risk to life, officers will then look to protect property, prevent the commission of offences, and ultimately bring offenders to justice (College of Policing, 2023).
As police are dealing with a major incident, they will look to establish a command structure, this is done to ensure that information is passed down in an efficient manner and a hierarchy is established, this system is believed to have great utility as it can be used from national to local situations within the police and also can be used by multi-agencies (College of Policing, 2023). At the top of the command structure would be gold who would oversee the full incident, the gold commander will set out the strategy which will be adopted in order to tackle an incident, this is then disseminated to the silver commander who will then implement the tactical strategy. Once the strategy is established by the silver commander, he passes this to the bronze commander who will look to achieve this by allocating resources and responsibilities. (College of Policing, 2023).
Along with this response police officers must consider many things and take in information carefully to provide a suitable response. Response police officer when dealing with any criminal offences should look to consider any lines of enquiry, preserving the scene and securing evidence as quickly as possible before it can be cross contaminated. Police will look to document any identified witnesses to what has taken place and following the major incident being under control and all actions completed at the scene the police will look to return the area to normality (Northumbria Police, 2023).
Another example of a major incident would be a natural disaster such as a flood or an earthquake as well as that there could be a major incident in the case of freak accidents such as an electrical/gas malfunction in a person’s home. An incident occurred in Swansea which would have been declared a major incident at the time whereby a report was received to both the police and fire and rescue service about a gas explosion which had occurred in Clydach resulting in the death of one person and the evacuation of approximately 50 people from their homes as a precaution, Owen (2023) supports this by stating “A man has died and others have been injured in what police in Swansea have described as a "major incident" which saw an explosion completely destroy one house and cause extensive damage to another”. This incident required response from a variety of different services and agencies, such as police, fire and rescue service, ambulance services, the local council and Wales and west utilities.
The way in which police and other services respond to critical incidents can determine the reaction the local community will have towards the services involved; this incident is believed to have received a positive response from the wider community in the way the services conducted themselves (Lewis, 2023). Police at this incident led the response and as part of the protocol to follow in major incidents would have co-ordinated with other services to provide the best service to those afflicted by what happened and tend to those most in need of first aid and support. 
In conclusion the police play a fundamental role in responding to major incidents, the way in which police deal with major incidents at the initial time of response can not only have a massive impact of what result they get such as extent of injuries if any or preservation of evidence. But also a massive impact on the community confidence in police. It is evident that police have an extensive list of things to consider when initially responding to a major incident and need to prioritise resources and actions accordingly.
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Essay 3
Critically evaluate methods used to communicate information and intelligence within individual police forces and more widely
Within this assignment there will be descriptive writing about what information and intelligence is, within this assignment will also explain the differences between information and intelligence. This assignment will also shed light on how communication is passed in police forces and how this information can be shared more broadly nationally. There will be a clear explanation of the systems that police use to obtain information and the importance of the information and intelligence being communicated. 
Information and intelligence are two different types of detail provided about a certain topic. According to Stark (2016) “information is essentially raw date (lacks context or analysis), intelligence is collated processed information”. Information within the police is usually evaluated once obtained in order to assess its appropriateness towards a policing purpose. This is supported by Collage of Policing (2023) who states, “Police information undergoes evaluation appropriate to the policing purpose for which it was collected and recorded”. The police collect information at all opportunities as this can help them perform their job role better, this information is then stored.  According to Bryant and Bryant (2020 P.552) 
“The police collect information every day, some of which is personal, personal information is held on systems such as the police national computer, computer aided dispatch, police national database, automatic number plate recognition and intelligence and crime reporting systems”
When evaluating the information there are a few points which are considered these include the accuracy of the information, the relevance in which it has to a policing purpose, the providence of the information and also what action should be taken from it (Collage of Policing, 2023).
Intelligence is information which has undergone some form of scrutiny, within the police force the model used to scrutinise information and intelligence is named the 3x5x2 model. Within the first part of the model, it firstly considers the information’s reliability. Following this then a consideration would be taken for how the information is known and whether or not It is suspected to be false or malicious and finally the last part refers to whether or not the information can be shared with or without conditions. The intelligence report is used submit and evaluate information, manage the dissemination of the information, and provides an audit trial. (Collage of Policing, 2023).
Information and intelligence is communicated amongst police officers when attending certain incidents from the force control room particularly if there is information that is known that could affect how the incident is handled and also have an implication to the personal safety of attending police officers. Bryant and Bryant (2020 P.234) support this explanation by describing further “prior to responding to an incident, officers should ensure that they have the basic information they need to ensure they are prepared and safe”. The police should gather information and be making a dynamic risk assessment prior to arrival at the scene, this would be based on number of people at the incident, the circumstances of the call, any relevant information on PNC or any risks that are present at the scene. 
Collecting information held on police systems to keep officer’s safe is a benefit however communicating in this way can also hinder police slightly dependant on whether the information held on system is accurate and up to date. For example, information held on an address could be incorrect if the residents within the address have since moved home. The impact this can have on the police could be huge as the police could potentially subconsciously have prepared themselves mentally for the incident they are about to attend with false or inaccurate information.
Information and intelligence can also be shared with partner agencies, this is supported by Bryant and Bryant (2020) who explains that intelligence needs to be processed and analysed in order for it to be correctly and legally used by partner agencies such as the serious fraud office and HM revenue and customs. 
When considering communication within police forces it is important to consider how the police force also communicates with the communities and members of the public it serves. There are a number of ways in which the police communicate with members of the public, one of these ways is through the use of social media, Collage of Policing (2023) agrees with this stating “Technology provides various communication and engagement opportunities through open data sources and social media platforms”.
A system which can be used to share information broadly between other forces is a policing system known as the Police National Database (PND). This system was primarily put into place following the Bichard enquiry into the Soham murders where there was found to be a distinct lack of communication of information and intelligence being shared which in turn would of led to a safeguarding risk (Elkins, 2019). 
Northumbria Police (2021) explains that information is used from PND in order to ensure that life and property is protected, national security is upheld, order is preserved, offences are prevented, and offenders are brought to justice. Sharing information in a broader way can be effective but also comes with its risks. These risks being that it is difficult to manage risk of potential data breaches and as such could result in information sharing being done in a risk averting way, a failure to share important information or for information to be too heavily sanitised. (Phythian and Kirby, 2022).
In conclusion the police have a variety of ways in which communication can be achieved each providing its own benefits and downsides, communication has also been identified as being vitally important between forces as a breakdown of communication could pose massive risk to public safety as evidenced by the Soham murders. It is also evident that communicating within police forces can be very helpful however only if the information and intelligence shared is credible, up to date, reliable and only to be collected and shared in a lawful way.
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[bookmark: _Hlk136692695]Essay 4
What characteristics or factors increase the risk of exploitation by serious or organised crime gangs?
Within this essay there will be a clear explanation of what an organised crime gang is and the kind of criminal activity they participate in, there will also be a clear indication towards what specific factors cause a person to be at risk of exploitation along with a clear explanation of what exploitation is. There will also be an indication into the signs that a person may currently be getting exploited or is at risk of being exploited in the future.
Serious and organised crime is when individuals work together to plan and commit serious crimes. Crime Stoppers (2023) agrees with this stating “The definition of serious and organised crime, or SOC, can be given as people who have worked together for an extended period of time to plan, coordinate and conduct serious crime”. When considering what crimes would fall within the idea of serious crime which is likely to be conducted by organised crime gangs there are a variety of crimes this could include, such as child sexual exploitation/abuse, illegal drug crimes, human trafficking and modern slavery, cyber-crime, corruption, and fraud (Gov, 2014).
There are several characteristics and factors that can cause a person to be at particular risk of exploitation from crime gangs, one of these characteristics is age. Organised crime gangs look to recruit children and young people into their gangs as children are believed to be less suspicious and are also given more lenient sentences (NSPCC, 2023). Children may wish to participate in the activities of organised crime gangs for several reasons. Some do it for a sense of belonging, some may do it for money or others may join through who they are, who their family are and where they live.
Another factor that could lead to being targeted and exploited by organised crime gangs is drug abuse problems. If an individual has drug abuse problems this can often have a direct link to financial problems with that individual, in turn they then are at risk of being subjected to an exploitive financial arrangement to fund their substance misuse.
Exploitation can often take shape during an activity of running a county lines drug network, this is a network set up generally using exploitation to distribute drugs to a large area often running for miles. This is supported by National Crime Agency (2023) who states “A common feature in county lines drug supply is the exploitation of young and vulnerable people. The dealers will frequently target children and adults - often with mental health or addiction problems”.
This argument is supported by Bryant and Bryant (2020 P.277) who explains “Young people and children are exploited to move drugs and money, both young girls and boys may be subject to grooming and coerced into relationships with county lines members”. A person is believed to be more vulnerable to county lines exploitation if they come from troubled homelife, they have been excluded from mainstream education, have come from a care background, have previous experiences of neglect and abuse, economic vulnerability and social isolation/difficulties (GOV, 2020).
Another aspect of exploitation within criminal activity that should be considered is that of a term known as cuckooing. Cuckooing broadly speaking is when a group take over the home of a vulnerable person who is deemed vulnerable either through financial position, drug dependency or physical and mental health issues and uses their home as a base to conduct illicit activity. The way in which this is done is usually using violence, threats and intimidation (Bryant and Bryant, 2020). This explanation is backed up by Spicer Et al (2019) who states 
“Hundreds of cases of ‘cuckooing’ have been reported, where heroin and crack cocaine dealers associated with the so-called ‘County Lines’ supply methodology have taken over the homes of local residents and created outposts to facilitate their supply operations”
People who suffer with poor mental and physical health may also find themselves susceptible to manipulation and exploitation from crime gangs, this is since some may seek help or become dependent on others, which leads to the individual having less control on their own lives and others having more control. 
People who suffer with their health are viewed by crime gangs as being easy targets, this is because depending on the severity of the health issues suffered by a person it may cause them to be unable to protect and defend themselves, a person with health problems namely memory issues and confusion can often to be targeted by organised crime groups and scammers for example. People who are vulnerable will often find themselves being exploited and in turn could find themselves a victim of fraud.
It is important to be able to identify signs that someone is being exploited or likely to be exploited, one of the signs is that they regularly go missing either from school or from their home, another sign is if a person is gets into a relationship or spends a lot of time with someone who is older than them, another would be that a person appears to have unexplained money or items which they had no means of purchasing, being emotionally unstable and also having unexplained injuries and being very secretive about how they got them (NSPCC, 2023).
In conclusion criminal exploitation can affect anyone however there are clearly identified risk factors which put a person in a more susceptible position to find themselves being exploited. The crimes in which a person exploited may commit or be subjected to can vary from thefts, burglaries to sexual offences and often a lot will not identify that they have been targeted/exploited.
It is important for the public and the police to be mindful of the signs of exploitation and to report behaviour and take safeguarding action to ensure the safety of vulnerable people. 
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