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1. What are the problems with Levi-Strauss’ structuralist reading of the myth of Oedipus? How might one go about producing a more convincing structuralist reading of the myth?

This paper shall discuss the problems of a structuralist reading of the myth of Oedipus based on the work of Levi-Strauss as well as attempt to theorise how a more convincing reading of the myth could be produced. After identifying the key points of Strauss’ theory; the idea that myth is a bundle of relations which are identified as mythemes (where each sentence revealed a relation between a function and a specific subject), that don’t have to necessarily be presented in any chronological order, as well as the categories presented in Strauss’ table (overrating of blood relations etc). This essay aims to analyse the effectiveness of these limitations and identify contradictions in the theory, such as how myths can be seen across cultures but not necessarily be interpreted in the same way by each culture drawing on the example of the flood myths in china and Greek or Hebrew works. In order to present a more convincing theory this essay will analyse how the work conducted by Strauss can be expanded upon to include the variants of the myth to challenge a view presented by Strauss that the elements of the myth are all the same and to see if these expansions will still conform to a formula that can be applied to all myths. The specific reference to the myth of Oedipus can be seen in the application of the newly suggested alternatives to the theory in order to test its effectiveness as well as compare the outcomes to the ones presented with the standard structuralist reading based on Strauss’ work. The essay will conclude with an analysis of the arguments presented against the problems the Strauss’ model presents as well as criticism of the newly suggested theory in order to assess whether the problems and contradictions present within the original theory are avoidable when discussing the myth of Oedipus.
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