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Introduction.
Reaching elite coaching status in any given sport within 5 years is ambitious but achievable, for success you must strategically plan a route that will take you to the next level. I have chosen to focus on football as I feel my best chance lies where the opportunities are greater and within Wales and the UK no sport dominates quite like it. 

Timeframe + coach education pathway
Year 1
[bookmark: _Int_wyiPf1PL]- Enroll myself in the FAW football leader's awards, into the UEFA C course, giving basic understanding of football, organization, and safeguarding. 
-Volunteer at local club at any level and age, shadow and work under an already qualified coach. 
Year 2
-Begin UEFA B license which is only obtainable by first completing the UEFA C license and having one year coaching experience post C certificate. 
Year 3
-Complete B license and then apply for UEFA A license. 
-Gain as much experience as possible within this time by shadowing UEFA A qualified coaches whenever possible, volunteering as much as possible, building a coaching portfolio for A license application.
Year 4
[bookmark: _Int_OvfgcRXB]-Begin UEFA A license, attend FAW/UEFA conferences when possible, start taking any advantage of any additional opportunities that arise, start mentoring new coaches and contribute to FAW coaching events.
Year 5
-Apply for UEFA pro license, which is invite only, FAW nomination. 

Pre-entry requirements.
-You must be of a minimum age of 16 to begin the course but to coach a group alone you must be over the age of 18 with an enhanced DBS with the FAW.
-Must have completed the certificate in first aid and safeguarding.
-Have active involvement in coaching is often expected.

Essential skills
To reach elite level status there are many skills that you must learn along the way such as
-Leadership and communication, which helps motivating players and building trust and respect
-Tactical and technical expertise, understanding what tactics are best to use when and where. 
-Passionate, if you care about what you’re doing you’re more likely to be successful.
-Decision making, being able to make hard decisions when they matter.

Work experience
With football being the world's biggest sport, the competition is unmatched, the more work experience within this field will never go unnoticed. To better your chances at reaching elite level saying yes to any opportunities that arise is vital. Whether that be leading your own under 12’s team or being an assistant coach to an already qualified coach, anything that may help build your personal portfolio will help in the long run reach those elite jobs. 

Location
This journey can begin within your local community working with the local club, or if you already play for a club you can ask to take on additional responsibilities within your team or take on duties with the younger age groups. When you begin the UEFA coaching qualification process there are venues across Wales that host these with some being attainable online. 

Certification
Ro reach the elite status is a difficult task within football that's why it's essential that you have obtained the UEFA C, B and A license with your pro license following. This may seem easy to read but obtaining the UEFA A license is a difficult task with only between 10-15 people annually completing this qualification in Wales, due to this it’s notoriously difficult to reach elite level in coaching. 

Overall costs
-UEFA C £500-£1000
-UEFA B £2,000-£3,500
-UEFA A £5,000-£7,000
-UEFA pro license £8,000-£10,000
Overall costs vary depending on where you’re from, where you’re completing the qualification and if you're currently coaching a club. So total costs to go from nothing to elite you can expect the cost to be anywhere from £15,500-£21,500.
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