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From a global perspective and referring to local and global policies, critically discuss barriers to engagement in Education for children in one country of your choice. Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK.








To achieve the objective for this assignment the writer has chosen to research and report on the education system in Kenya. First and foremost the writer believes it is important to understand the barriers to education in developing countries. The writer intends to describe the Kenyan education system and how it has improved over the past decade. The writer will describe what has been put in place to support education and how different countries support each other. The writer will investigate the nomadic pastoral community and describe what the Kenyan government has put in place to give all children the opportunity to be educated as is set out in Article 28 in the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child.    
According to (Worldpopulationreview.com,2017) Kenya is situated in East Africa and sits on the border of Tanzania, Somalia, Uganda, and Ethiopia. It currently has a recorded population of 50.59 million people, with Nairobi, the capital city having the highest population. Kenya is the 29th highest populated country in the World with 26.23 million of the population being of adult age. The largest city in Kenya is Nairobi, which homes one of the largest slum areas. Due to the size of the slum, villages have formed within the area. Due to the high population in a relatively small space, there is a shortage of sanitary water and the number of crimes such as rape and assault are very high. There is a lack of education available and HIV is very common. The population in Kenya has increased enormously since1950. In 1950 the population in Kenya was just over 6 million which is low in comparison to 2018 where the population is 50.59 million. 
In the United Kingdom in 1950 there was a population of 50.62 million, whereas in 2018 the population has risen to 66.6 million. Although in comparison the population in the United Kingdom is quite a lot higher than that of Kenya however the incline between 1950 and 2018 in the United Kingdom is not as steep.     
According to (Clark, 2015) in 2002 the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) was established. The GPE is a relationship between 60 developing countries, that come together to enhance the education within their countries. The purpose of the GPE is to strengthen education systems in developing countries to dramatically increase the number of children in schools. The GPE brings together developing countries, donors, international organisations, civil society, teacher organisations, the private sector and foundations. (Clark, 2015) added that the GPE is calling for inclusive, equitable and quality education. The GPE has a strategic plan for 2016- 2020 which has 3 goals and 5 objectives to improve education in developing countries. The goals are to improve and have more equitable outcomes, which includes improving learning outcomes at primary level and having more children under 5 years old on track developmentally in heath, learning and psychosocial wellbeing. The second goal is to increase equity, gender equality and inclusion which is by improving primary and lower secondary completion rates, total and gender. The third goal would be to improve education systems by increasing public expenditure on education, to improve the staff to pupil ratio in schools and by improving the data reporting. As well as the three goals the GPE also has five objectives, 3 at country level and 2 at global level. The three objectives at country level are, to strengthen the education sectors planning and policy implementation, to support mutual accountability through inclusive policy dialogue and monitoring and to ensure efficient and effective GPE support. The two global level objectives are to mobile more with better financing and also to build stronger relationships.
(Clark, 2015) explained that the GPE are putting strategies in place to improve the education systems in developing countries however, firstly the barriers to education have to be investigated. (Rueckert, 2018) stated that a lack of funding is a barrier, although the GPE helps developing countries increase their financing for education there has been a decline in global donor support in recent years. Unfortunately money is the foundation for a successful education.  
(Rueckert, 2018) continued to explain that in developing countries there is a shortage of teachers and also a lack of qualified teachers which means that children are not being taught the basics such as literacy and numeracy. The United Nations predict that there needs to be 69 million teachers globally to achieve primary and secondary education by 2030. The GPE alone trained 238 thousand teachers worldwide. 
According to (Rueckert, 2018) A dilemma in which education systems face world- wide is the fact that they have no adequate classrooms to teach in. A lack of an adequate classroom environment does have a detrimental effect on pupil’s ability to learn. In some developing countries there can also be up to 130 children in one classroom which could already be of a poor structural standard. The high number of children to one classroom can then bring on other issues such as toileting facilities to accommodate a high number of people and that girls do not have separate toilets to the boys. Many of the schools do not have running water. The GPE has helped to build and restore up to 53 thousand classroom since 2011. 
(Rueckert, 2018) goes on to explain that although not having a classroom can be a barrier, the lack of resources available to these classrooms are also a concern. In some schools there can be up to six children sharing one text book. There is a shortage of text books, workbooks and basic supplies needed to enhance the learning of pupils. 
(Rueckert, 2018) claimed that although education has become a human right there are some children excluded form the opportunity to attend school due to a disability. Worldwide there are up to 93 million denied an education due to discrimination, lack of facilities and lack of training for teachers to accommodate their needs. Children with disabilities are one of the GPE’s priorities. (Rueckert, 2018) insists that being of the wrong gender can be a barrier to learning in some developing countries. In some of the poorer countries, families cannot afford to send all their children to school and often have to choose between a daughter and a son to send to school, it is the son that gets to attend school, as in some families it is deemed less valuable for a girl to attend school, therefore the daughter will either go to work or stay at home to do household chores. The education of girls has begun to improve but there is a generation of young women that have been left behind. There are still 130 million girls around the world that are still not enrolled at a school. 20% of girls are still denied an education due to discrimination, conflict and poverty. A lack of sanitary toilets is another reason why girls are more likely to miss days at school as they can be ashamed of their poor menstrual hygiene and are unable to manage their periods in privacy with dignity. As part of the Education For All (EFA) policy a provision has been set up by the Kenyan Ministry of Education and Procter and Gamble. The initiative is to provide girls, especially in public primary education with sanitary provisions to enable girls to attend regardless of whether they are on their monthly cycle. The target schools are from arid and semi- arid areas, schools in pockets of poverty, urban informal settlements, vulnerable schools such as, orphanages, internally misplaced areas and special schools, such as mentally and physically disabled schools. According to (Gathigah, 2011) at Girl Child Network (GCN) on average a girl can lose 24 weeks out of a possible108 due to menstruation, based on losing 4 days every 28 days, which is a significant amount. The campaign provides the girls with 12 packets of sanitary towels, 3 pairs of underwear and puberty education. The Ministry of Education provides the education to teachers on teaching puberty and they distribute the sanitary towels, Procter and Gamble provides the sanitary towels.   
(Rueckert, 2018) continued to explain, that war and conflict can have an enormous effect on education. Teachers and pupils having to leave their homes for safety, which disrupts the continuity of education. In 2017 there were 50 million children living in countries effected by war, with 27 million of the children being out of education. Wars and conflicts prevents governments to function effectively and as a consequence education is not a priority. 
The distance a child has to overcome to attend school varies, but there are children that have to walk up to three hours to attend schools, which can be even more difficult if malnourished and impossible for some children with disabilities.  This distance and walking alone can be very dangerous for children, especially girls as they can be vulnerable to violence by predators.   
Being undernourished can have a detrimental effect on the learning of children. A severe lack of food can affect the development of a child’s brain and also their cognitive ability and concentration. Therefore they may attend a school but it is not as effective as it could be due to poor nutrition.
 Free basic education has been enforced by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and there has been an increase to children attending school due to this, however the poorer families find it difficult to send their children to school as they cannot afford the uniform, books or equipment needed. Again, this may be where only one child will attend school, usually the son.  Also, in some countries, public schools are so few that parents have no alternative but to pay the low fee for private education. Even though the fee is low it is still expensive for the poorer families.
In 2003 the Kenyan government introduced the ‘free primary education for all program’ and extended it to secondary schools in 2008. The initiative had a huge impact on the number of children attending schools in Kenya. From 2003 to2012 the number of children enrolled in school increased 3 million, from 5.9million to 8.2 million. The number of schools available to children in Kenya has also increased by 7000. Between 2003 and 2012 the number of children that enrolled in secondary school and that came from the ‘free primary education for all’ cohort increased from 43% to 67%.  Also University enrolment doubled between 2012 and 2014, the cohort of children who benefited from ‘free primary education for all’ had gotten themselves to University level education. 
In 2010 there were still 1 million children not enrolled in a school, this is a very high number of children, however it is half of 1999, but Kenya does have the 9nt highest number of children not enrolled in a school. 
The Kenyan Education system is 8- 4- 4. Children attend free compulsory basic education for eight years, from the age of six years to fourteen years old. The child then attends non- compulsory secondary for four years and a non- compulsory undergraduate course at university. At the end of their primary education the children take a national Kenya Certificate of Primary Education examination test and this will then determine which secondary they can attend. The children who achieve good grades attend a national school and the children who obtain average grades attend a provincial school. When looking at the curriculum that they follow it is very similar to the one that schools in Wales follow. They study English, Kiswahili, the local language, Maths, Science, Social Studies, Religious Studies, Creative Arts, Physical Education and Life Skills.  
Although a large number of schools have been opened to children there is still a concern for the quality of education that the children are receiving. Illiteracy rates are growing in the children that have had 6 years of education. The GPE has invested money in training teachers, 238,000 teachers were trained in 2016. 
The number of people enrolled in university has increased by 28% between 2013 and 2014 but funding was cut by 6% which put a heavier tuition burden on students and introduced quality issues such as overcrowding and an overburdened infrastructure and faculty shortages.     
It is believed by (McNair, 2015) that the female population in Kenya that inhibit a travelling style of living. It is a nomadic community that travel the dry African lands with their families to farm their animals. Their education suffers due to all their moving around in the countryside with no static living arrangements especially when they travel to the more remote areas. In 2010 the Kenyan government along with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) started the ‘National Commission for Nomadic Children’. This initiative acknowledged that there was a need for more informal mobile schools to be introduced. The Kalokutanyang mobile school was launched, which served a number of villages in Turkana County, but hence since called upon the churches and charities to help with developing the initiative. As part of the program the teachers would live within the nomadic communities and they would set up makeshift classrooms and travel with the groups. In 2015 there were approximately 90 mobile schools operating across Kenya. It is not the travelling to farm animals alone that makes a community need a mobile school. Communities are continually being attacked by Islamic Militant groups which forces the communities to leave their settlements in a hurry, therefore an education is second to survival. Erratic weather such as drought or heavy rainfall, brought on by global warming are also a factor that forces groups to leave their settlements. There are mobile schools that base their learning calendar around the rainfall patterns. The mobile schools will teach during rainfall seasons as this is when children are less likely to be needed to work. 
The nomadic communities used to believe that there was no purpose to send girls to school and boys were forced to live with relatives, which enabled them to attend school regularly. The girls would have to travel with their families in search of grasslands, to look after the animals and do chores.  It is hoped that as more girls get educated they can influence people and change the attitudes of their pastoral groups. Mobile school funding is insecure as factors such as poor roads, poor phone network and old fashioned cultural beliefs which inhibits girls to attend schools puts the program’s success in danger.      
To conclude it has become very clear that improving education has been a world- wide campaign. It is very important that education is at the forefront of the world’s priorities to ensure that future generations can learn skills that they need to help themselves. With education people are better informed on personal hygiene and are can prevent the spread of diseases. (Centre for Global Development, 2002) explained that in some poor areas, every year a person can attend school, their earnings can improve by 10%. This can then lead to an economic growth. An education can arm a person with knowledge of civil society and inform them of their rights. (Centre for Global Development, 2002) goes on to say that a girl that has had six years or more education is more likely to seek prenatal care and educated mothers are 50% more likely to immunise their children. 
To compare, girls in Kenya are very lucky to attend education, as for some older generations it is deemed unnecessary to send girls to school, whereas in the United Kingdom girls do better and obtain better result in GCSE’s than boys especially in humanities, arts and languages. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although a tremendous amount of work has been done to improve education in Kenya there are still a lot of children, predominantly girls that are being overlooked. It will take  more generations to be educated before the negative stigma of education is reduced.  
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