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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

Public protection and county lines - Identifying victims of organised crime groups, evaluate the current police response and analyse police officer perceptions on the support and training provided to deal with such victims.

INTRODUCTION:

The researcher has been a serving Police Constable of South Wales Police for approximately two years. They have dealt with several organised crime related calls and works with victims daily. This topic has been chosen as the researcher endeavours to progress into a department that is more victim focused and has a particular interest in how the police support victims of organised crime in the UK.

According to McLean, Robinson and Densley (2019), serious and organised crime groups have become more prominent than ever in the UK. South Wales is the fifth most affected area for county lines, whereby Swansea and Neath Port Talbot has 14 recognised organised crime groups (OCG’s) and multiple Urban crime groups (UCG’s) operating within. 

The vulnerable populations who are engaged are at the greatest risk of modern day slavery, child sexual exploitation, drug addiction, violence, and criminal conviction (Williams and Finlay 2018). 

From the researchers experience as a serving officer and senior to officers now joining the force there appears to be a lack of knowledge on how to identify and support these victims during initial attendance. 

The aim of this dissertation project is to understand police officers’ views on the response to victims of county lines and how they feel current police procedures and training can be improved on.  

Furthermore, through researching this topic, it may be possible to improve practice for the researcher and colleagues, in turn helping and supporting the UK police force.   





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Identify the direct and indirect victims of organised crime groups and county lines.
· Outline current police practice when responding to victims, identifying the ‘lessons learnt’ (what works well, what does not). Analyse the effectiveness of police response to victims of county lines.
· Establish and analyse police officers’ views on current practice, response, and training. 
· Make recommendations on how police practice can be improved in relation to training on victim support, public protection, and county lines. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There are several pieces of literature available to assist in this research project. An example of these are listed below: 

1. Spicer, J. (2021) discusses policing practice and the ways police support victims of county lines ’cuckooing’ and further details the ‘spiral’ in which victims are met with. 
2. Moyle, L. (2019) explains the vulnerabilities of victims of county lines who are targeted for drug running and ‘cuckooing’. 
3. Robinson, G., McLean, R. and Densley, J. (2018) delves into child criminal exploitation, however the information is limited to Merseyside and Glasgow Police force area.
There is an abundance of information in relation to county lines and police practice in relation to public protection. Common themes suggest that the victims are often already vulnerable and susceptible to being targeted by OCG’s. Their vulnerabilities stem from characteristics such as, but not limited to their age, living in impoverished areas and already living a criminal or chaotic lifestyle.

Despite the in depth research on county lines and police practice, there is little information available regarding police officer views regarding public protection and training received. This research project aims to address and fill this gap through having comprehensible understanding of the views to produce newly informed literature and recommendations. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

For the purpose of this dissertation project an online survey will be utilised to gather the required information. Due to the wider dissemination and reach that can now be obtained online, the researcher anticipates a quality response from several sources in a short time span which will assist in keeping within time frames. 

The researcher does not believe conducting interviews will obtain many responses due to the already high workloads and demands placed on officers. Furthermore, the collection and analysis of interviews will generate a larger and greater workload and will not be suitable within the time constraints of the project.  



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The survey will be directed only to serving police officers of South Wales Police and other UK forces. The researcher will not be requesting information or response from other persons such as victims, partner agencies or professionals not employed by the Police service. 

The reason for this is because the aim of the dissertation project is to solely identify officer’s opinions on the topic. The questionnaire will be tailored in order to obtain the relevant information and an example of questions are as follows:

· Are you a serving member of South Wales Police or another UK force?
· How long have you been employed as a serving officer?
· Specialist department?
· Length of service
· Age & Gender 
· Length of initial training 
· Did you training incorporate county lines?
· If so, length of training (1 day, 1 week etc.) 
· Did the training consist of a classroom input, training package, practical activities etc.)
· Do you feel the training provided was sufficient?
· How many incidents have you attended in the last 12 months relating to county lines 
· Out of the calls you have attended, what is the main concern (Child exploitation, trafficking, drug dealing, violence etc.) 
· When attending calls, do you feel you have the sufficient information and knowledge to identify county lines activities?
· As above, in relation to identifying victims?
· Have the victims been direct, indirect victims or both?
· Have you contacted other departments for assistance on call?
· What support was offered?
· Has the call resulted in any arrests?
· Has the call resulted in any victims having to seek refuge?
· Do you feel sufficient support was offered?
· Did you leave the call fully satisfied that the victim was safeguarded using the tools available to you?
· Are you a response officer?
· If so, do you feel you should be first attending to these calls?
· If not, why?




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

At present, the researcher does not anticipate any ethical issues arising. This is predominantly due to the target ordinance being serving police officers within South Wales Police and other UK forces. These issues will be managed via the proper dissemination of the survey to the relevant subjects in force, PNLD and UK police forums. 

There will be no questions directly relating to specific victims or incidents, nor will response from victims or any persons out of force be requested. 


	TIME SCALE:

See below Gant chart outlining timescales. 
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The researcher aims to meet deadlines, if not complete the work in advance to allow sufficient time for liaison with tutor and utilise the opportunity to re-work if required.
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