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NEW ILLUSTRATION OF THE SEXUAL
SYSTEM OF CAROLUS VON
LINNAEUS BY ROBERT JOHN

THORNTON

By Seren Smith (2113854)




Robert John Thornton
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Bornin 1768
Died in 1837

Attended Cambridge University for
medicine where developed his interest in
botany and specifically in Carl Linnaeus.

o

(0]

VINBBV.I&'F JOHN THORNTON, . MA. EILS.

LehaeromsDalony ol oo ys A1 /




« Part 1 was on the sex of plants.

« Part 2 was on sexual system of
classification.

« Part 3 consisted of botanical
plates illustrating the system,
entitled Temple of Flora.
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Hean ye yon Beld its sullen sonnd that flings
In solemn cadence o'er the echoing vale?—
To every ear a gloomy thought it brings,
Mirth laughs no more, en Valour’s spirits fail—

But hark! the knell is drown'd—tempestuous floats
On' the swoln breeze the tumult of the war;

Shrill sound the cheering trumpet’s martial notes,
And loud the battery thunders from afar:

With kindling flame reviving Valour hears,

Strong beats his breast ; while e’en the coward slave,
Stung by the rousing peal, forgets his fears,

Pants for the field, and fancies he is brave.

Oh say, why this, yo eise/—the death-bell shows
What Fate has done; not urges Fate's decrees—

Marks but oxe victim snatch’d from human wocs,
Bent by chill age, perhaps, or pale discase.
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& O'er mangled thousands urge their furious way;
The thundering battery sweeps to instant death
Its slaughter'd myriads from the light of day.

Not worn with pain, not struck by palsied age,
The riper’d harvest of the greedy tomb;
Timeless they fall in manhoods glowing prime,

Jaxvmrmrimm e — /;r:, £ Healltl's vigorous hour, or youth's ingenuous bloom !

Hexry James Py,
POET LAUREATE,

FIRST ODE

TO

SPRING.

Srenx Winter hence with all his train removes,
And cheerful skies and limpid streams are scen;

Thick sprouting foliage decorates the groves,
Reviving herbage robes the fields with green.

God of day,* whose genial power
Revives the buried seed,

That fills with foliage ev'ry bower,
With verdure eviry mead,

Bid all thy vernal breezes fly,
Diffusing mildness through the sky;
Give the soft season to our drooping plains,
Refreshed with rosy dew and salutary xains.

Enough has Winter's hand severe
Chastis'd this dreary coast;

And chill'd the tender dawning year
With desolating frost.

Give but thy vital beams to play,
These ice-wrought scenes will melt away,
And mixd in sprightly dance, the blooming powers
Will wake the drowsy Serixe; the Serine the flowers.
In virtue then let's emulate the blest above,
And like the Spring display benevolence and love.

Harrison.

* Apollo.

Published in London in 1807 by T. Bensley.

 |dea was devisedin 1791 and
Thornton started planning it in 1797.
« Between 1798 and 1807, 31 vivid coloured

plates were engraved by well-known artists.



The Snowdrop

The Egyptian Water Lily




‘January 26th. The Snow-drop flowers. With
the same judicious harmonising of parts,
the first flower that appears the verge of
winter is the Snow-Drop, of a pale white,
with a litfle green in the three cenfral
petals, whose form the poetess thus

elegantly depicts.’




Thomas phillips

« Employed as a Surgeon in the East India
Company.

* He spent alarge amount of time in
China and donated many books on this
topic.

He became a familiar figure fo London
booksellers as a buyer of books to give away,
chiefly to his educationally starved fellow-
counfrymen.’

A.J. Sambrook




Abraham Pether & Willlaom Ward

Selling Rabbits

Old Drury Lane Theatre on fire, 1809 Evening Scene With Full Moon and
: Persons (1801)
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1. Lost Art Student. <https://lostartstudent.com/methods-and-
materials/materials-printmaking/printmaking-etching-mezzotint/0-
prinfmaking-mezzotint-etching.html> [accessed 3rd November 2023




Aquatint Printing




A Group of Tulips

Most famous & expensive illustration in The Temple
of Flora

Seven tulips varying in colour.
Created on the 1st of May 1798.
Created by Philip Reinagle.

Engraved by Richard Earlom.
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