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Introduction 
In this essay, there has been a proper discussion of all the criminal courts in England and Wales. Therefore, are a few factors that need reforming and especially with the Magistrates and Crown courts as well. In addition to this, the whole structure of the legal justice system in England and Wales. Then comes the use of lay people by the magistrate and the crown court as well, along with this the crime cost that comes ahead, and the effective approaches taken for it have been discussed. Lastly, the juries act 1974 has been discussed as well. In this manner, all the aspects of the criminal courts in England and Wales have been discussed in detail.




Main Body
In this essay, there has been a brief discussion of all the criminal courts and their structure, along with how the criminal justice system works. Also, the various hierarchy that are there within the legal system, which are there in England and Wales. Therefore, when it comes to the structure of the court and the tribunal system. Hence various cases can be dealt with, in various courts, and, they even have a different route into the Court of Appeal as well. In addition to this, many criminal cases completely start with the Magistrates Court, but more cases have more serious criminality, and then these cases are sent to the Crown Court. Furthermore, to this, any appeals that are made by the Crown Court then will go to the “Court of Appeal Criminal Division.” Lastly, then it will go potentially ahead towards the UK “Supreme Court” (iclr.co.uk,2023).
In addition to this, civil cases completely start at the County Court. Then comes the appeals that will go before the High Court and then later towards the Court of Appeal as well. Furthermore, comes the tribunal system which has its structure as well. That deals with all the cases and even appeals as well. But there can be situations where, decisions that ahead from the chambers of the Upper Tribunal, and from the Employment Appeals Tribunal, may even go before the Court of Appeal. In addition to this, comes the civil cases that usually start at the County Court, and thus the appeals will go towards the High Court and later will even go towards the Court of Appeal as well (judiciary.uk,2023.).
The tribunal system has its own structure for dealing with all the cases and even all appeals as well. The decisions from all the different chambers of the “Upper Tribunal,” and the “Employment Appeal Tribunal,” and can even go before the “Court of Appeal” as well. Hence, this whole structure will completely cover England and Wales and the tribunal system even covers the whole of England and even Wales as well. In addition to this, in some cases, even this structure covers “Northern Ireland and Scotland.” When it comes to the Magistrates Court then it can be said 90 percent of all criminal cases are completely dealt with by this court (Robson,2022).


Coming to the authority of the “Magistrate Court” then it deals with, cases that are less serious and are even known as “summary offences.” This court even decides cases that are medium serious offences. The Magistrate court even deals with pre-trail issues that are in complete relation towards most of the serious offences. It can be bail, and even reporting various restrictions as well. They even send cases wherein the defendant has already “pleaded” and even “found guilty” as well before the crown court for sentencing and if the sentencing power is completely insufficient as well.
“Lay people” are always used in the magistrate’s court and even the crown courts as well but coming to the past lay people have been used at the high court as well. To deal with all civil cases, furthermore, the juries will even still occasionally by even used in proceedings of civil cases as well. Lay people can even be referred to the lay magistrates and even the juries as well. There has been 95 percent of criminal cases are dealt with by magistrates. Adults in England and Wales have even been encouraged to completely apply for the recruitment process online, to become “lay magistrates.” This is an effort to completely tackle the backlog of criminal cases that had been caused due to the pandemic (theguardian.com, 2022).
The Home Office has brought ahead an estimate towards the economic and even the social costs that relate to crime. This was even first published during the year 2000, and further it can be said that this was the first ever attempt that was taken to estimate the crime costs in England and Wales. Therefore, all the costs of crime that have been estimated are designed to give help to all the policymakers and even the practitioners as well. These are the ones that weigh up the reduction of crime, and the benefits of it as well. That even helps in the assessment of “cost-effectiveness.” Especially for specific interventions. This is the reason users should be completely aware of the fact as to, how to use the costs of crime, mainly so that they can ensure the whole net benefit that comes from crime reduction (commonslibrary.parliament.uk,2023.).
In the year 2020, the HMCTS even published an overview where they had taken the approach to speed up the proceedings and even remove the backlog of all pending cases. Therefore, in the year 2022, there have been 23,398 trials and this can be considered a huge increase of almost 7 percent. Furthermore, the effective rates have been 40 percent and the trial rate of the cases cracked is 37 percent. These have been constant and must change as well (gov.uk,2022).

The term lay people is used to completely describe the whole use of ordinary and people who are not even qualified to be in the legal system as well. It is even believed that using all these ordinary people in the court system. It, therefore, has a huge positive impact that makes the system even fairer for sure. In addition to this, it even helps people criticise the very fact that the court taking decisions behind closed doors as well. Lay people are used in crown courts, but in the past, they have been used in the high court to completely deal with civil cases and juries.
In addition to this comes the “juries act 1974”, which is an Act that will consolidate various enactments that will be related to juries and even the jurors. Along with the jury services as well that bring ahead corrections and various improvements as well. It also states the fact as to who has the eligibility to be under the service of the jury. For example, section 8 (1) of this Act, provides that any person who shows that they have already served on as a jury, and have even addressed completely serve on a jury. This must be done within two years, which will precede the whole date of the summons. Hence, they will even be excused as a well from the service of the jury (gov.uk,2023).
Having reforming projects have been one of the most key factors, which can be for the justice system. The reason being this will surely help the vulnerable people that are present in society. There was reformation needed under “money claim” along with “low-level criminal cases,” and the “government benefit appeals.” In addition to this, there is even a need for “family public law cases.” Hence as there was a need for reformation, the “HMCTS programme” comes ahead. Under this there have been more than 400,000 claims of online civil money claims that have been processed as well, and there is a 96 percent user satisfaction from this service. Then there have been less than 1% of divorce applications online that have been returned because of user error. The digital service has also been delivered as well, to support all the local authorities towards all the cases of child welfare. In this manner, there have been some reforms which have been done and suggested as well (gov.uk,2023).



Conclusion
In this essay, all the aspects of the criminal courts of England and Wales have been brought ahead. Wherein the structure of the whole legal justice system has been discussed as well. In addition to this comes, the use of lay people who are even used by the magistrate’s court and the crown court as well, and they have few advantages because they all come from different fields and therefore, they can have different insights as well. Lastly, the juries act 1974 has been discussed as well, wherein the whole jury service has been analysed. In this manner, all the aspects of criminal courts have been discussed in detail.
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