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GCSE Music
TGAU Cerddoriaeth







Unit 3: Appraising
Uned 3: Gwerthuso



GCSE Specification: Appraising (Unit 3)
Basic Information

• Written examination: 1 hour 
(approximately) 

• 30% of qualification 

• 72 marks 

• Arholiad ysgrifenedig: tua 1 awr 

• 30% o'r cymhwyster 

• 72 marc 



Musical Elements for GCSE:

• melody 
• harmony
• tonality
• form and structure 
• dynamics 
• timbre 
• texture 
• tempo
• rhythm 
• metre

• alaw 
• harmoni 
• cyweiredd 
• ffurf ac adeiledd 
• dynameg 
• ansawdd
• gwead 
• tempo 
• rhythm 
• mesur



Four Areas of Study:

Area of study 1: Musical 
Forms and Devices

Area of study 2: Music 
for Ensemble

Area of study 3: Film 
Music 

Area of study 4: Popular 
Music



Task – GCSE Specification: Appraising (Unit 3)

Pages 6 & 7:

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/p2ohtvdr/wjec-gcse-music-spec-from-2016-e.pdf

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/p2ohtvdr/wjec-gcse-music-spec-from-2016-e.pdf




Knowledge and Vocabulary 
Gwybodaeth a Geirfa



Musical Forms and 
Devices / Ffurfiau a 
Dyfeisiau Cerddorol

Baroque / Baróc 
1600-1750

Romantic / Rhamantaidd
????-????

Classical / Clasurol
????-????



Then…
• add some ideas of the context 

in which you would teach the 
elements/topics/periods that 
have been named in the 
specification; e.g….:



Musical Forms and 
Devices / Ffurfiau a 
Dyfeisiau Cerddorol

Baroque
Imitation
Drone
Canon
Alberti bass
Chord progressions

Romantic
Rhythmic and 
melodic motifs

Classical
OrnamentationThink about the type of music that 

would typically include the 
element/topic that you need to teach.



Knowledge / Gwybodaeth





Musical Forms and 
Devices

Ffurfiau a Dyfeisiau
Cerddorol



Musical Forms and Devices
Ffurfiau a Dyfeisiau Cerddorol 





Film Music
OR

Pop Music

Musical Elements?List of vocabulary

Instruments?Anything else that is 
specific to the genre















Performing / Perfformio



GCSE Specification: Performing (Unit 1)
Basic Information

• Total duration of performances: 
4-6 minutes 

• Non-exam assessment: 
internally assessed, externally 
moderated

• 35% of qualification 

• 84 marks 

• Cyfanswm hyd perfformiadau: 4-
6 munud 

• Asesiad di-arholiad: wedi'i 
asesu'n fewnol, wedi'i safoni'n 
allanol 

• 35% o'r cymhwyster 

• 84 marc 



Task - GCSE Specification: Performing (Unit 1)
Read pages 8-11:

• How many pieces do pupils have to play?

• Individually? Ensemble?

• What types of performance are accepted?

• Expected standard?

• What is the relevance of the four areas of 
study?

• Should pupils play more than one 
instrument?

• Should the exam take place in January?

• Can pupils record themselves at home?

• Sawl darn sydd angen i ddisgyblion chwarae?

• Unigol? Ensemble?

• Pa fathau o berfformiad sy'n cael eu derbyn?

• Safon ddisgwyliedig?

• Beth yw perthnasedd y pedwar maes astudio?

• A ddylai disgyblion chwarae mwy nag un 
offeryn?

• A ddylai'r arholiad gael ei gynnal ym mis 
Ionawr?

• A all disgyblion recordio eu hunain gartref?



Task

• Consider each of the situations on the next 
slide.  

• What answer and/or advice would you give 
each pupil?

• Ystyriwch bob un o'r sefyllfaoedd ar y sleid 
nesaf.  

• Pa ateb a/neu gyngor fyddech chi'n ei roi i bob 
disgybl?



I want to play the viola part of 
‘Arrival of the Queen of Sheba’ on 
with peripatetic teachers playing 

the other three parts. Is this 
allowed?

I want to sing along to a 
recording of Adele singing 
‘Daydreamer’. Is that ok?

I want to play the Violin 2 part of 
‘Raiders of the Lost Ark’ with the 
school orchestra.  Can I do that? 

I want to sing "Der 
Erlkönig" ['Wer reitet so 

spät durch Nacht und 
Wind?'] by Schubert with 

my friend playing the piano 
part. Is this allowed?

I want to sing ‘Popular’ 
from Wicked with a 

soundtrack 
accompaniment.  Can I 

do that?

I want to DJ, but I am currently only 
able to move between two tracks.  

Will that be ok?

I can play three instruments.  Shall I play 
one piece on each one?



DJ-ing

For more information about DJ-ing and 
related skills, AQA’s GCSE syllabus is 
helpful:

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gc
se/music-8271/subject-
content/performing-music

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271/subject-content/performing-music
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271/subject-content/performing-music
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271/subject-content/performing-music


Djing skills



Production



Composing / Cyfansoddi



GCSE Specification: Composing (Unit 2)
Basic Information

• Total duration of compositions: 3-6 
minutes 

• Non-exam assessment: internally 
assessed, externally moderated 

• 35% of qualification 

• 84 marks 

• Read the information on pages 12 
and 13.  Create a 
mindmap/list/other.

• Cyfanswm hyd y cyfansoddiadau: 
3-6 munud 

• Asesiad di-arholiad: wedi'i asesu'n 
fewnol, wedi'i safoni'n allanol 

• 35% o'r cymhwyster 

• 84 marc

• Darllenwch y wybodaeth ar 
dudalennau 12 a 13. Crewch fap 
meddwl/rhestr/arall.





GCSE Summer 2023: Composing 1(a)

Forms and Devices 
Compose a piece of music in binary 
form, which uses transposition to a 
related key, to be performed at a 
Year 11 concert.

Music for Ensemble 
Compose a song with 
accompaniment, to be included in a 
new musical about teenage 
relationships. Choose suitable words 
or write your own words. You are 
advised not to choose lyrics from a 
well-known song as this may lead to 
a predictable response.

Ffurfiau a Dyfeisiau 

Cyfansoddwch ddarn o gerddoriaeth ar ffurf 
ddwyran, sy’n defnyddio trawsgyweiriad i gywair 
perthynol, i’w berfformio mewn cyngerdd 
Blwyddyn 11.

Cerddoriaeth ar gyfer Ensemble 

Cyfansoddwch gân gyda chyfeiliant, i’w chynnwys 
mewn sioe gerdd newydd am berthnasoedd pobl 
ifanc yn eu harddegau (teenage relationships). 
Dewiswch eiriau addas neu ysgrifennwch eich 
geiriau eich hun. Cewch eich cynghori i beidio â 
dewis geiriau o gân adnabyddus gan y gallai hyn 
arwain at ymateb rhagweladwy.



GCSE Summer 2023: Composing 1(b)

Film Music 
Compose music for the opening 
scene in a re-creation (re-make) of a 
classic Western film.

Popular Music 
Compose a pop song for a local gig 
organised by Live Nation. Choose 
suitable words or write your own 
words. You are advised not to choose 
lyrics from a well-known song as this 
may lead to a predictable response.

Cerddoriaeth Ffilm 
Cyfansoddwch gerddoriaeth ar gyfer 
yr olygfa agoriadol mewn ailgread 
(re-make) o ffilm ‘Western’ glasurol.

Cerddoriaeth Boblogaidd 
Cyfansoddwch gân bop ar gyfer gig 
lleol sydd wedi’i drefnu gan Live 
Nation. Dewiswch eiriau addas neu 
ysgrifennwch eich geiriau eich hun. 
Cewch eich cynghori i beidio â dewis 
geiriau o gân adnabyddus gan y gallai 
hyn arwain at ymateb rhagweladwy.





GCSE Specification: Composing 2

• Pupils are free to choose their 
own brief.

• HOWEVER, they may need some 
support with this.

• Think about some suggestions 
that you could make of suitable 
briefs.

• For example, a verse-chorus 
song.

• Mae'r disgyblion yn rhydd i 
ddewis eu brîff eu hunain.

• FODD BYNNAG, efallai y bydd 
angen rhywfaint o gymorth 
arnynt gyda hyn.

• Meddyliwch am rai 
awgrymiadau y gallech eu 
gwneud o friffiau addas.

• Er enghraifft, cân pennill-corws.



Anitra’s Dance



Anitra’s Dance

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UjPVi8AdsM 

The incidental music to Peer Gynt, Op. 23, was 
written in 1875 by the Norwegian composer 
Edvard Grieg as incidental music to Henrik 
Ibsen's 1876 play Peer Gynt. It premiered along 
with the play on 24 February 1876 in 
Christiania (now Oslo).

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UjPVi8AdsM


This piece was written in 1875. 

1875 = the ………. era???



Romantic Period – Composers?



Task

• Listen to the piece again.

• Use the next slide to describe/analyse the piece.

www.youtube.com/watch?v
=0UjPVi8AdsM 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UjPVi8AdsM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UjPVi8AdsM


DR SHAMAGO
Dynameg
Rhythm
Strwythur
Harmoni
Alaw
Mynegiant
Amser/Tempo
Gwead
Offerynnau



Instrumentation

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Cello 1

Cello 2

Double bass

Triangle



Instrumentation

Are there words/symbols 
here that pupils might 
not know?



Tonality

i.e. what key is it in???



Tonality 

The tonic (main/home key) key of the piece 
is A minor

This includes the raised 7th - G sharp

No sharps or 
flats!



Tonality



Structure

i.e. how is this piece put together?

What sections do we have?



Structure

Section Bars Key

Introduction 1 - 6 A minor (the tonic key)

Section A 7 - 22/3 A minor - E minor (bar 19, the dominant minor key)

Section A is repeated exactly (Bars 7 – 23)

Section B 24 - 39 E major - A major (bar 32, the tonic major key)

Section A1 (development) 40 - 69 D major (bars 40-46) - D minor (bar 47, the subdominant 

minor key) - F major (bar 55) 

Section A2 (extended) 70 - 89 A minor

Sections B and both A sections are repeated (Bars 24 – 90)

Coda 91 - 93 A minor

Anitra’s Dance can be considered to be 
either in binary or ternary form.



Dynamics

• The dynamics in Anitra’s Dance range from pp (pianissimo) to f 
(forte). 

• The piece includes crescendo and diminuendo markings.



Tempo

Tempo di Mazurka

A Mazurka is a polish 
dance, in triple time 
(¾) played at a lively 
tempo

160 crotchet beats 
per minute



Tempo

At bar 68, there is a poco rit.  instruction, but the piece resumes its 

original tempo at bar 70 with an a tempo marking.

• At the speed of a mazurka – a lively Polish folk dance in triple time.                                                          A quick, lively tempo, faster than Allegro



Texture

• The texture of Anitra’s Dance is mainly homophonic (melody and 
accompaniment).

• There are a few examples of a monophonic texture - where there 
is a single line of music with no harmony or other melodies being 
played at the same time (e.g. at the end of Section A (bars 19-22) 
and bars 28-31 in Section B.)



Melody and Harmony

• Anitra’s Dance contains four 
main melodic ideas. Within the 
melodies, conjunct and 
disjunct movement are used. 

• The composer uses 
ornamentation such as trills 
and mordents to decorate the 
melody. 

• The melody spans a wide 
range of nearly three octaves 
in the Violin 1 part.





Melody and Harmony



Melody and Harmony



Melody and Harmony



Melody and Harmony



Compositional Devices

Sequence

• Grieg uses sequences several times in Anitra’s Dance. This is where a melodic 
idea is restated but at a higher or lower pitch than the original statement.  One 
example is where the music from bars 24-31 is played at a higher pitch in bars 32-
39. 

Chromaticism

• Grieg uses notes that do not belong to the scale within which the passage is 
written. This is known as chromaticism. An example of where Grieg uses 
chromaticism can be heard in Theme x (bars 15-22/23). 



Compositional Devices

Imitation

• Imitation, a repetition of a melody in a different part or voice, can be heard 

in Anitra’s Dance. In bars 69-73, the cellos imitate the violin 1 part in 

octaves a bar later. 

Ornamentation

• To add interest to the melodic lines, Grieg includes several ornaments in 
Anitra’s Dance, e.g. trills and mordents. Ornaments are additional notes 
that are added to decorate the melody line. 







www.youtu
be.com/wat
ch?v=0UjPV
i8AdsM 
1.49

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UjPVi8AdsM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UjPVi8AdsM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UjPVi8AdsM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UjPVi8AdsM






See 
next 
slide



Section A2





Examiner’s 
Report 2022 –
Appraising 
Anitra’s Dance



Everything Must Go



Everything Must Go

www.youtube.com/watch?v=uU5trjpFus0 

Released - 20 May,1996.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uU5trjpFus0








www.youtub
e.com/watch
?v=uU5trjpF
us0 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uU5trjpFus0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uU5trjpFus0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uU5trjpFus0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uU5trjpFus0








Examiner’s 
Report 2022 –
Appraising 
Everything 
Must Go



Examiner’s Reports



GCSE Music Examiner’s Report 2023 

Available here:

www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=482
33 

OR

Cymraeg:

www.cbac.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=494
21 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=48233
http://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=48233
http://www.cbac.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=49421
http://www.cbac.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=49421




Examiner’s Report - Performing



Examiner’s Report - Performing



Examiner’s Report- Composing



Examiner’s 
Report –
Appraising 
General 
Questions
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