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My Curated Exhibition – Squalid Realism 

The world of photography is open to a wide scale of ideas; thinking about how art is capable of influencing the world socially and politically. It’s a powerful tool where people fail to comprehend how their images can make a big impact.
My task is to curate an exhibition which will explore and exhibit one of these ideas, and to deconstruct it into something more simplified and magnified in a sense. I will select up to 5 artists, designers, practitioners, or influencers, which explore my chosen theme in their own work. 
Having already thought about the history of ideas within photography, and what existing artists have explored in their own work, I have decided to curate my exhibition on the theme of ‘Squalid Realism’. 
I will touch on artists such as Richard Billingham, Bruce Gilden, and Dorothea Lange. 
I believe this topic is important in relation to today, in the throes of social media. It links to how people choose to show the best version of themselves, and the idea that ‘nothing is real anymore’. I will be going back in time to discuss when photography was squalidly realistic in a sense, and how someone’s photography was in its rawest form. 
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As an exhibition, SQUALID REALISM will be looking at the state of living, and touch on matters including poverty which has been shown within photography.  My collection of images will consist of realistic themes such as homelessness, drug and alcohol abuse, and also ways in which the other half live within a low class community. I am also interested in exploring the downfalls and squalidness of a location throughout time, the ‘off season’ aspects of a once lively and popular place. I will consider discussing the impact of class within a community, and how that can also makes a difference. 

The definition of Squalid touches on the conditions or unpleasantness of a place, normally as a result of poverty or neglect. It also consists of the lack of moral standards which consequently come into question. It is a broad term which certainly hits the nail on the head when discussing a subject matter such as poverty and ways of living; however this will be a recurring key word in which my exhibition will be highlighting, and my selected artists work will present. 
Overall, my exhibition relates to the idea of capturing something in its mundanity and rawest form. This is something which today’s society fail to comprehend. With the rise of sharing everything on social media, no one can be certain on what is real or true anymore. Image manipulation is easy to achieve for one, and people only wish to share the best of everything, and nothing less. 
‘What is real?’
The artists whom I have selected are realist photographers themselves. They have somewhat let us as viewers look into a different type of world, and to witness what they can see as a practitioner. I am inspired by each of their works, based on their mundane attitude but complex meanings.








My first piece of art which I have chosen to exhibit is one by English Documentary photographer and film maker, Richard Billingham. His work consisted of his family life as he grew up in the West Midlands on a council estate. The photographer was a pioneer of ‘squalid realism’ with his images of his parents’ dreary and drunken existence (Adams 2016). ‘Rays a Laugh’ highlights the daily struggles and chaotic atmosphere within a household when living with an alcoholic parent. His images are somewhat a study of the depiction of poverty in British culture in the 1980s, and they also make us think about the ethics of intrusion. His images have been criticised for being a bit “Too close to home”, and whether it is an act of intrusion. In an interview Billingham states that it is simply a “reproduction of memory” (White 2016). 
[image: http://huckcdn.lwlies.com/admin/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/RAL-cat-958x559.jpg]







Bruce Gilden’s portraits will also make an appearance in my exhibition; or should I say ‘A latter day freak- show’? His ‘unforgiving’ portraits have been criticised in the media for being a cruel representation of people. He once stated “My style evolved because I liked being among the common man,” (O’Hagan 2015). His images don’t undertake any post production, and this highlights the tools of social media; how every selfie and appearance is expected to look flawless. Gilden wants to photograph “Real People”.
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Also, Sean O’Connell’s work presents Northern Realism and Unpopular Culture in Leeds. His images simply show what it’s like where he’s from in Leeds. He claims that he’s not trying to be horrible, what you see is what you get, “Just scally kids mooching about, just being young and wandering about” (Champion up North 2015). He embraces the realistic and raw side of what youth culture represents in Leeds. As viewers we are therefore able to compare and contrast the Northern lifestyle to ours. 
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Additionally, Nick Hedges’ work has again got me considering about his content in relation to the theme of Squalid Realism. His current exhibition held at the Science Museum in London displays the UK's mid-century squalor in public housing (Dowdy 2014). Hedges’ work is a documentary piece from 1968 to 1972. In the same interview with Dowdy (2014), he explains that “Very little was involved in setting up the shoot. I would watch and listen and record people on the Leica”. I have chosen to include his work as it is based in a very different time frame from the others. Compared to the works of Sean O’Connell’s, it has a similar approach of highlighting what life was like in the North of England but within a very different time scale.
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My final chosen artist is contemporary documentary photographer, Mike Harvey. After meeting Harvey, I have gained inspiration from his work ever since. Meanwhile, having previously been a Taxi Driver around Neath, he thought it would be a good idea to photograph his passengers in the interest of creating a narrative. Mike would document the lottery of people that would require a taxi service. He photographs the small community of people, in the realisation that each and every one of them has a story to tell. In our meeting Mike spoke about how much he enjoyed being in conversation with his passengers, and I believe that his images are a great reflection of the diversity of people that journey via taxi (Personal communication 2017). 
[image: Image result for mike harvey photography]



















My exhibition will be based in the Mission Gallery in Swansea. The ways in which the images will be presented have been arranged in a simplistic format. 
As you walk in, the images of Richard Billingham will be exhibited and framed in a family portrait style, to your left. 
The youth culture work of Sean O’Connell will be pasted on the wall behind, to create a graffiti effect.
 Mike Harvey’s taxi collection will be on slide roll format, exhibiting one portrait after another to illustrate the movement of people in everyday life. 
Nick Hedges’ work will be beautifully scattered around the arch. The wall will be dated which represents the times in which his work was documented. 
Finally, the work of Bruce Gilden will be presented on extremely large art boards. You will be able to see every small detail of his portraits, and this will represent the rawness of his portraits and the content he has produced. 
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squalid
"skwolzd/ 4)
adjective

(of a place) extremely dirty and unpleasant, especially as a result of poverty or neglect
the squalid, overcrowded prison
synonyms: dirty, fithy. grubby. grimy. mucky. slummy. slum-ike, foul, vile. low, poor, sorry.
wretched, dismal, dingy. miserable, mean, nasty. seedy, shabby. sordid. sleazy
insalubrious, slovenly. repulsive, disgusting: More
+ showing or involving a contemptible lack of moral standards.
"a squalid attempt to save themselves from electoral embarrassment
synonyms: improper, sordid. unseemly. unsavoury. sleazy. seedy. seamy. shoddy. vile, foul
tawdry. louche. cheap, base, low, low-minded. nasty. debased, degenerate, depraved
corrupt, dishonest, dishonourable. disreputable. despicable. discreditable. disgraceful
contemptible, ignominious, ignoble, shameful, wretched. abhorrent, odious
abominable. disgusting: informal sleazoid
"a squalid attempt to save themselves from electoral embarrassment

Translations, word origin, and more definitions
Feedback

Squalid | Define Squalid at Dictionary.com@

‘www.dictionary.com/browse/squalid v

foul and repulsive, as from lack of care or cleanliness; neglected and fithy. 2. wretched; miserable:

degraded; sordid. Origin of squalid. Latin z
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