Results and Findings (Due 11/09/2023)
This chapter will discuss key findings behind ‘the stigma of sex work changed within the Police over recent years; from viewing sex work as a form of criminality or if this has shifted where sex workers are now viewed as ‘vulnerable victims’ exposed to being exploited?’ and ‘What changes can be made regarding the criminality linked to prostitution and what impact will this have on the risk of sex workers being exploited?’.
The Online questionnaire has provided findings to support that officers are encountering incidents involving ‘Sex Workers’ in their response duties and view the ‘Sex worker’ as vulnerable individuals who are placing them selves at great risks by conducting this line of employment. Although officers do not disagree with the employment, they feel that more needs to be done to make it a safe environment for ‘Sex Workers’ which will then enable police to better safeguard them and deal with crimes around ‘Sex Work’. Currently ‘Sex Workers’ are driven into secrecy to conduct their employment making it harder for police to build relationships and trust with in the ‘Sex Workers’ industry. 
Officers who have completed the online questionnaire have expressed that they feel ‘Sex Work’ should be lawful and agree that the police should be focusing on the individuals who are exploiting them such as PIMPS and Organized Crime Groups. This would allow police to support ‘Sex Workers’ and work alongside third-party agencies providing them with the help and support they need; whilst protecting them from perpetrators and individuals who are controlling the ‘Sex Workers’. This is clear evidence that the objective is moving the right direction; however more needs to be done to place the focus on the individuals controlling the ‘Sex Worker’.
The online questionnaire was successful in obtaining details responses from officers on the front line where the majority expressed their suggestions for change to improve police relationships with ‘Sex Workers’. This is still a sensitive topic where some officers may not feel they can express their true feelings which could have played an impact on some of the results. 
It has been established from the findings in this research that there are knowledge gaps within the police where officers are not fully aware of the legislation and guidance behind ‘Sex Work’ and offences that linked with this topic. This isn’t necessarily down the Police and more so due to the dated legislation around this topic. It has been recommended that a more modernised legislation is formulated where guidance is provided to the Police in relation to this topic. This is an area that would benefit further research to evidence the findings and look at ways in which this can be improved.
Recommendation One: How to build trust between police and ‘Sex Workers’
To build trust between the police and ‘Sex Workers’ it has been recommended that the police need continuity when engaging with ‘Sex Workers’ to provide them with a single point of contact where they are able to build trust and report with an individual officer; where they are able to speak freely about their reports and problems. It has been recommended that this relationship between Police and ‘Sex Workers’ is completed outside of a police station and potentially with an officer in plain clothing for them to feel supported as a victim rather than a suspect of crime. 
Recommendation Two: Providing a more controlled environment similar to that of the ‘Red Light District’ in Amsterdam
Recommendations have been made that the UK take the same approach as the ‘Red Light District’ in Amsterdam where ‘Sex Work’ should be legal; however, in a controlled environment as some stated a ‘monitored market’ making the ‘Sex Worker’ less acceptable to coercion, abuse and exploitation. Officers feel that this approach would keep the ‘Sex Worker’ safe and supported with their health and wellbeing without judgment or prejudice. This would enable a more tightly controlled environment which would then enable the police to deal with crime involved with ‘Sex Work’ more efficiently. This change would be more inline with modern times whereby ‘Sex Work’ has also taken to social media platforms such as ‘Only Fans’ where by this is a controlled environment for ‘Sex Workers’ to make an income. 
Conclusion 
To conclude, this chapter has demonstrated that we have come a long way from previous incidents where police officers were criminalising ‘Sex Workers’ and over half the sample agree with ‘Sex Work’ as a form of employment and would support a loved one if they chose this as a career. This would suggest that the stigma is gradually diminishing and that officers are beginning to view Sex Work differently.
Officers have made it clear that they agree with ‘Sex Work’ being a legal employment within the UK; however, although the stigma has changed the legalisation and guidance around ‘Sex Work’ is yet to be modernised to fit in with today’s modern times. It is possible that this is where the brake down in relationships between Police and ‘Sex Workers’ occur; and without changes being implemented within this area this will never progress.
Data supports the stigma is diminishing and that there has been a change over recent years, officers state that they would support a loved one and understand how Sex work has evolved onto platforms such as Only Fans. They are not judgmental on the employment factor and want to safeguard them from crime. Police want to focus on Crime not employment; however, legislation preventing any kind of progression or improvement to help the Police adapt.  
Officers view the ‘Sex Worker’ as a victim, they understand the seriousness of the risks and offences involved. Officers want to respect and treat Sex workers as human beings conducting their employment and want to help make it safe for them. Officers stated they would not let the Sex Worker title cloud their judgment when dealing with victims and potentially believe that offences against Sex workers should have an aggravating factor. 
This again re emphasises the findings that the way in which ‘Sex Work’ is conducted needs to be re evaluated and if this can be adapted to the modern times there may be a better possibility of Police protecting ‘Sex Workers’ and providing them with a more controlled environment in which they can monitor exploitation and crimes involved.
Overall, this dissertation has established that very little research has been conducted around the Police perspective around ‘Sex Work’ and more focus has been made on the negativity between the police and ‘Sex Workers’. This dissertation has viewed this topic impartially and notified issues within the legislation and organisation around ‘Sex Work’ in hopes that the way in which ‘Sex Work’ is conducted is supported with guidance and modernised legalisation. 
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