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This Presentation was all based around the questions around the topic of Police Corruption and the group was tasked with discussing that topic in depth while making sure everyone gets their say. The way the group decided best to answer the question was to split it into different aspects regarding to the topic and to discuss facts and events which contribute to the topic and help to display a thorough discussion on Police Corruption. 
To start the topic around Police Corruption it is very important to have knowledge on the definition of corruption and how this can link with policing. The Collins Dictionary defines Corruption “dishonesty and illegal behaviour by people in positions of authority or power” (Collins, n.d.) this means that any person who has any sort of power and responsibility and acts in ways that go against their responsibility and the guidelines that their powers allow them to act. The way that this definition links within policing is that unfortunately there are officers that take advantage of what they are legally allowed to do. The powers of a police officer can only take an officer so far and they were originally given that power and were expected to use that power to enforce the law and essentially do the job they signed up for in the first place. 
The next topic of discussion that was important to this topic was to talk about some of the causes of Police Corruption because to critically explain any issue especially within the Police, the causes of the issue are vital. One cause that is evidently known to most is that members of the Police Force can be overwhelmed by the stress and pressure that the job unfortunately provides and at times the public view of the force can only add more stress. The negative attitudes towards the Police can question an officer’s motives for the job. ‘This type of attitude may help them convince themselves that engaging in corruption is a type of legitimate payment for the work they are doing’ (Abramson; Denenberg, 2021). Another crucial cause of Police corruption can simply be the lack of care for the jobs responsible and are only in the Police Force for only selfish reasons and it is known that some Police Officers do in fact take bribes to better their own situations. ‘The most common type of police corruption is the acceptance of bribes from those who deal in the vices of gambling, prostitution, illegal drinking, and the illegal use of drugs’ (Murphy, 1982). Reasons as to why someone would essentially go against their own force and what the police stand for ‘may be for financial or sexual motivation, or their conduct is motivated by hatred or prejudice’ (Crimestoppers, n.d.).
The next thing that is important to the topic is that the acts that police officers take can differ to what comes under the line of whether it can be classed as corrupt or not. Corruption can be noticed in many ways but specifically what has no place in the police force in modern day is racism. Racism within the police is something that should never have been in the force to start with as it is especially important that each police officer treats every individual with nothing but equal respect and it should be blatantly obvious to them that what race they are can definitively have nothing to do with the cause of a particular crime. It was found that ‘chief constables accepted change had been too slow and wrote: "We accept that policing still contains racism, discrimination and bias”. "We are ashamed of those truths, we apologise for them and we are determined to change them” (Brunt, 2022). But there are times where police officers have no regard for the evidence at hand but purely because of their colour, in their mind for them it is justified that a person of different race should be treated differently to those of the same race. It was found that the police are more than aware of the racism rates within specific forces so as stated by the College of Policing that they have made a plan that ‘sets out changes needed to become an anti-racist police service and to reform or explain race disparities’ (College of Policing, 2022). It was found that according to the Justice Initiative ‘black people are now stopped and searched at a rate of nine times that of white people for drugs’ (Delsol, 2018).
One thing that has been done in light of the rates of corruption within police forces, it was decided by the Metropolitan police that a hotline would be established that would be put into place in order to help those that have been exposed to police corruption and to ensure that any information that can help with find those on the force who are corrupt are found. It was put into place as a way for people to report officers who treated them in ways that are against the laws that officers must follow. As stated by the Metropolitan police it was ‘established to collect information about employees of the Met who are corrupt and committing serious crimes or causing harm to others’ (Metropolitan Police, 2022).
One major topic that the Metropolitan police in particular have engaged to improve on is the racism aspect that can take place with corrupt officers, though it is very fortunate that they have come to the decision to have ‘Anti racism training incorporated into general police training’ (Metropolitan Police, 2020). It was also found that a way they are working on lowering the rates of police corruption and finding those who are corrupt on the forces, according to the IOPC ‘Police forces must refer allegations of serious corruption to us. We then assess whether it is appropriate for us to carry out an investigation.’ (IOPC, 2022).
To conclude this paper, it was important to delve into the topics around police corruption and what different aspects of the topic can include. The key concepts were very important to discuss this topic as it is just as important to see the causes of how a topic such as this can become as large and dangerous as it can be. Because of the nature of the topic, it was vital to split key concepts regarding this topic between group members and each were split with important aspects regarding the topic. 
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