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Behaviour, Belonging and Belief: A Theory of Ritual Practice – Commentary
Douglas A. Marshall writes a chapter in his book “Sociological Theory” on rituals and rites of passage. He bases his theory in this chapter on the work of Durkheim. Within the chapter, Marshall explores and analyses the many aspects of rituals and their meanings with the objective of coming to his own conclusion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Marshall starts off by putting great emphasis on the importance of how rituals create a better sense of belonging for the partaker within the group for which the initiation is taking place and how this is important due to the psychological need for interdependence of the member and the rest of the group. Of note in this part of the article, Marshall explains how simple membership turns to belonging and how knowledge becomes belief due to the influence of the ritual. Marshall also points out how some participants of rituals, with emphasis on the youngers, are ignorant to the meaning/ symbolism to the features and events of the rituals. With the initial basis coming from Durkheim’s work, a lot of his terms, information and models have come into it. These terms include effervescence and arguments that positive, piacular and negative rites all have similar outcomes.
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