Throughout this essay I will discuss and assess Lewis’ response to the new 2nd Welsh curriculum which will be implemented. During the essay I will make references Davies’ views on the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector in primary schools. I will discuss these ideas with my own personal reflection. 
Welsh language compulsory to age 16
It is essential that children are equipped from a young age in Wales to prepare them for their daily life and work in their home country. Wales is a bilingual country, so Welsh Language Development is a compulsory area of learning within the Foundation Phase, and Welsh as a second language is also compulsory in key stages 2,3 and 4. Learning Welsh in primary schools will be useful and practical for their futures, as many jobs these days are only available for those who are bilingual. 

Successful Futures (2015) , One Language For All (2013) and Qualified for Life (2014) all recognize the importance of the Welsh language. The Welsh Government is committed to seeing the Welsh language thrive. (Welsh Government, 2015). Therefore, this is why the Welsh Language is compulsory up until the age of 16 years old.  It is important that children become skilled in Welsh by being immersed into the Welsh language from a young age in primary school. The new curriculum reform will ensure that children are developing their Welsh language skills in order for them to develop confidence whilst using the language.  This can be a massive benefit in the Welsh job sector, where there are more opportunities and work for Welsh speakers. 

As Lewis (2015) states in the article, they want to ‘increase the value attached to the Welsh language by focusing on its commercial value of the job market, the benefits of bilingualism and the importance of children to have an understanding of the cultural life in Wales’.  Although Welsh as 2nd language is compulsory pupils do not continue to develop their Welsh skills well enough on transition to Key Stages 2 and 3. This may be due to a number of reasons such as the time being devoted to teaching Welsh, teaching a second language can be hard therefore it needs to be taught frequently rather than an hour a week. Welsh should be promoted though all areas of learning which is known as ‘Cwricwliwm Cymreig’ rather than it just being taught in a Welsh lesson.  This will allow children to learn and practice the language which will encourage the children’s confidence. Hence, recommendation 14 in the new curriculum reform states that there will be clear guidelines produced in order to make good progress in the Welsh 2nd language. (Griffiths.N, 2018, One Language For All, Lecture powerpoint). Learning Welsh in schools isn’t just about the language but its to learn and become part of the Welsh culture.

Teacher training
As we already know, there are challenges that we as teachers may face in the teaching and learning of Welsh as a 2nd language. Davies’ published a report ‘One Language For All’, and focused on the issue of the poor standards and poor teaching in Welsh. (Beta.gov.wales, 2013) According to One Language For All there is evidence suggests ‘pupils who have followed the Welsh second language curriculum are not able to use their language skills outside the classroom’ and there are multiple reasons for this. (one language for all, 2013). Lewis agrees with Davies by saying that ‘young people are leaving school without the required language skills needed for work’. One reason for poor standards in Welsh and people leaving school without the required skills, may be due to teacher training as there’s a problem with the Welsh language continuum. Many teachers in schools do not have the skills to teach Welsh which leads to a strain on the teachers as they will find it challenging. There’s not enough money in education to send teachers on courses to learn the Welsh they need to teach it. Even if there was enough money in the education system, training takes time and doesn’t happen overnight. On the other hand, according to Estyn (n.d.) staff in schools have benefitted from Welsh courses and classes, improving their bilingual skills in order for them to teach more effectively through the medium of Welsh.  Following a recent bridging experience in a large local, Pioneer primary school, I looked at their Estyn report which was updated in 2018, to see if the teaching standards and skills of teaching Welsh as a 2nd language are effective and found that the teachers have many opportunities to improve their own language skills, such as using the local authorities ‘Welsh Language Charter’. The ‘Welsh Language Charter will help support children use of the language. (Estyn.gov.wales, 2018) Estyn is a scheme which ‘identifies best practice in the teaching and learning of ‘Welsh as a second language to determine how schools are performing’ therefore schools can use this scheme to see if their teaching skills up to date and can improve on this if not.  Thus, ‘recommendation 21 states that the Welsh government will ensure that every primary and secondary schools have a sufficient number of teachers qualified and able to speak Welsh.’ (Griffiths.N, 2018, One Language For All, Lecture powerpoint) We can ensure this by developing the ‘Welsh-language Sabbatical Scheme for practitioners to include school support staff and courses on various levels’. (Education Wales, 2017)



Developing more Welsh in the local area
Lewis (2015) strongly states that he wants ‘children to see speaking Welsh as an attractive worthwhile option’.  We must increase the opportunities for pupils to transfer their skills by using the Welsh language in their local area, with family, in leisure activities and in the work place. This can be developed by using technology to promote Welsh as well as displaying more Welsh in the local area. We as teachers need to emphasis Welsh as a natural part of school life by increasing the Welsh vocabulary around the school, with Welsh posters and signs, to ensure pupils are speaking and using the Welsh language inside and outside of school. The Welsh Language Act 1993 stated that the Welsh and English language should be used equally in Wales, therefore pupils should have the opportunity and freedom to build their confidence in the language outside of school.  (Welsh Government, 1993)
Promoting Welsh in local areas is essential to ensure the growth in the Welsh-medium sector. Bilingual families play a huge role in transmitting the Welsh language to children at home, the Cymraeg I Blant scheme’s main focus is to encourage families to raise their children to be bilingual to increase the amount of Welsh speakers in Wales. Cymru, 2015) Seeing families speak Welsh will help children see Welsh as a worthwhile option. (Cymru, 2015)

To conclude, I agree with Lewis’ points mentioned in the article in order to develop Welsh as a second language, as it will allow children to learn about their culture and identity in Wales, as well as giving them a variety of benefits which will help them in the future such as job opportunities.
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