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Birth of Alexander
Born in Pella which was the capital of Macedonia in July 356BC, his father was Philip II of Macedon and his fourth wife Olympias (BBC, 2014).  Born to Philip II’s fourth wife Olympias who brought him control of the Molossian kingdom, they had two children: Alexander and Kleopatra (Dillon & Garland, 2013, p. 517).  There were many myths about his birth, first that Olympias dreamed that her belly was struck by lightning which produced fire which set alight to everything around her, it is also said that on his date of birth three lucky things happened to Philip, first Alexander being born, second that Parmenio had beaten the Illyrians, third that Philip’s horses had won the chariot race at the Olympic games (Dodge, 1994, p. 127).  Philip himself is said to have had a dream after their marriage where he sealed up Olympias’ womb with the image of a lion, the soothsayer Aristander of Telmessus declared that she must be pregnant and that their son would be bold and lion-like in nature (Plut. Alex. 2).

338BC
Battle of Chaironea
A battle against the Macedonians by a joint force of Thebes and Athens, Alexander at age 18 commanded the cavalry, it was a Macedonian victory and passed the rule of Greece to Macedon from Thebes (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, pp. 439-441).  Philip only faced an army of Athens, Thebes, and the Boeotian League because hardly any of the Peloponnesian cities had responded to Demosthenes’ appear to stand up against Philip, the battle took place in late summer in Boeotia, there is still a stone lion over the plain which marks the graves of 254 Thebans (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 264-5).  Alexander oversaw one wing of the army with the help of one best Macedonian generals, more than a thousand Athenians were killed, and two-thousand were taken prisoner (Diod. 16.86.1-5).



338/7BC
The marriage of Philip and Cleopatra
Cleopatra was the niece of Philip’s general Attalus and so of too high a standing to be made a concubine, so Philip ‘divorced’ Alexander’s mother Olympias and married Cleopatra instead, leading to a family argument when Attalus prayed for a legitimate heir at the wedding feast and so insulted Alexander (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 443).  His seventh marriage which caused political unrest, his fourth wife Olympias had held the most power while his other wives had been for diplomatic reasons, marrying the Macedonian Cleopatra threatened Olympias and thus Alexanders role as the heir (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 268).  The marriage led to domestic strife, Philip had had many marriages and love-affairs which caused quarrels in the women’s apartments and the kingdom, especially when he married Cleopatra whose uncle Attalus drunkenly prayed that this marriage would lead to a legitimate son causing a row between Alexander and his father (Plut. Alex. 9).

336BC
Philip sends an expeditionary force to Persia
Wanted to exploit the current chaotic climate of Persia and so in early 336BC sent a force with general Parmenio across the Hellespont to start revolts in Greek cities in Persian controlled areas (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 267).  Philip sent an advance force to Asia Minor to secure the Hellespont passage and ensure a safe landing when Philip arrived with the rest of the army (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 443).  Philip was installed as Greek leader and sent an advance party under Attalus and Parmenion into Persia to liberate the Greek cities, although he also wanted the god's approval and asked the Pythia (Diod. 16.91.2).






336BC
Death of Philip II
Supposedly killed by a man named Pausanias on the wedding day of Philip’s daughter to a satrap to ensure an alliance, Pausanias had been wronged by Attalus and so murdered the king; it was on the eve of his expedition to Asia Minor (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 443).  Assassinated at Aegae in the summer, supposedly by Pausanias because Philip had ignored the abuse Attalus had done to him thus humiliating him (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 268).  Was killed by one of his own bodyguards who when he saw that the king had let his bodyguards leave his side and took his chance with stabbing him and ultimately killed Philip II, he then made for his horses that he had prepared but tripped and a vine and was caught by Perdiccas and the other guards and killed (Diod. 16.94.3-4).

335BC
Alexander in Thrace and Illyria
Signs of revolt in Thrace and Illyria so before Alexander could invade Asia Minor he marches against the Triballi and there was eventually a Macedonian victory (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, pp. 446-8).  Campaigns in the spring to reaffirm Macedonian control even after Philip’s death; his main target being the Triballi who had humiliated Philip in 339BC. (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 271).  After settling unrest in Greece Alexander moved to Thrace where he quickly achieved their submission before he then went west to Illyria and Paeonia where local tribesmen had revolted but he overpowered them and established his control (Diod. 17.8.1).







335BC
Sack of Thebes
Captures the Theban Cadmea in September 335BC and caused widespread destruction leading to six thousand Thebans being slaughtered (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 449).  The Thebans revolted after rumours of Alexander’s death and besieged the Macedonian garrison on the Cadmea, Alexander arrived and allowed the Boeotian neighbours to decide Thebes’ fate, deciding that the city should be destroyed, and any remaining Thebans were to be sold into slavery (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 272).  Thebes wanting to overthrow the government had invited political exiles back into the city under cover of night and had murdered the two Macedonians holding the Cadmea, Amyntas and Timolaus, due to the rumour that Alexander had died in Illyria (Arr. An. 1.7).

334BC May
Battle of Granicus
Alexander controlled the right wing of the army while his general Parmenio controlled the left wing, it was a Macedonian victory against the Persians, costing few Macedonian lives and cleared the only army which was going to oppose their progress in Asia Minor.  (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, pp. 452-3).  Taking place at the River Granicus although the battle details are disputed apparently the Persians almost succeeded in killing Alexander who stood out on the battlefield in his flamboyant armour and was saved by Cleitus the Black (brother of Alexander’s nurse) (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 273).  The battle took place by the river, Alexander had two groups of infantries that were protected by cavalry with a backup group being commanded by Hegelochus, the Persian army was on the other bank of the river with about a 20,000-man cavalry (Arr. An. 1.14).






333BC March
Gordian Knot
It was said that whoever untied the knot would become the rulers of the world, the knot was so elaborately tied that you could not see the ends, so instead he cut the knot with his sword to loosen it, and then successfully untied it (Plut. Alex. 18).  Instead of trying to solve the problem Alexander instead came up with a solution around the problem and was used as propaganda as he declared himself to be the ruler of the world and so undefeatable thus motivating his troops (Lane Fox, 1986, pp. 149-51).  Gordion is in Phrygia was believed to have been the home of mythical King Midas, Alexander met with Parmenio, the knot was famous and had been tied to an ox-cart which was dedicated to Zeus by King Midas (Dillon & Garland, 2013, p. 543).

333BC November 5
Battle of Issus
The Persians abandoned their superior position and went to find Alexander at Issus where the plain is cut in two by a stream, Alexander directed the attack to where the Great King finally Darius retreated; after the battle, Alexander founded a city called Alexandria (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, pp. 256-7).  Battled fought after Alexander had been ill, instead of confronting Darius directly he took his time, although Darius did cut off Alexander’s communications he failed to use his advantage and allowed Alexander to fight in Issus which was a narrow coastal plain, so he could not benefit from his vast number of troops (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 276-7).  Darius sent 30,000-man cavalry and 20,000-man light infantry ahead to give his main army time to move into position, his heavy infantry was made up of 30,000 men and a 60,000-man Persian heavy infantry as support, apparently, the army totalled about 600,000 strong (Arr. An. 2.8).





332BC
Siege of Tyre
Alexander wished to visit the city to sacrifice at the temple of Heracles but the Tyrians refused and feeling secure on their island rock protected by 80 ships they allowed Alexander to sacrifice in Old Tyre on the mainland, but refused either Persian or Macedonian in the city (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, pp. 459-60).  Alexander feared that the Persian fleet would use Tyre as a base and so wanted to gain its submission along with all other coastal towns, to defeat Tyre was difficult as Alexander had no fleet and so while trying to creating a mole across to the city the workers were attacked by the Tyrian fleet, so Alexander sent for his own fleet which gained control of the sea around Tyre and allowed the siege to progress, eventually subduing Tyre (Dillon & Garland, 2013, p. 549).  Alexander planned to construct a mole across the stretch of shallow water that was between the town and shore by throwing stones into the water and using timber at the top, when he finally gained access to the city the Tyrian losses numbered about 8000 while the Macedonians only lost about 400 in the actual assault, about 30,000 Tyrians were sold into slavery (Arr. An. 2.18-25)

332BC February
Visit to the shrine of Ammon (Siwah)
Alexander visited the sanctuary of Ammon at the oasis of Siwah as the Egyptian monarchy decreed that the Pharaohs were songs of Ammon, and so Alexander wanted to assume the same title to validate his rule (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 463). Located 300 miles west of the Nile, the oracle of Zeus-Ammon was one of the three main oracles of the Greeks, Alexander visited the oracle though no apparent reason is given, it is said that the chief priest greeted him as “Son of Ammon” therefore also the son of Zeus, which was the decisive moment of his visit. (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 279).  Attempting to settle administrative matters in Egypt without breaking from the Egyptian traditions, Alexander wanted to visit the temple despite the exaggeration of the extreme conditions to get there, when at the temple he was addressed as ‘son’ by the oldest priest. (Curt.4.7.5-25)


331BC October 1
Battle of Gaugamela (Arbela)
The Persian Great King was in the centre of the Persian army as was custom, the battle started with a cavalry battle on the extreme right, there was then a failed scythe chariot attack by Darius, Alexander charged into battle and Darius again fled the battlefield leading to another Macedonian victory (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, pp. 465-8). Darius did choose a battlefield that was to his advantage after his defeat at Issus, playing to his cavalry’s strength, he also used weapons like scythed chariots and elephants, however, the battle ended with Darius retreating to eastern Iran and Alexander became king of Asia (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 281-2). Alexander used his strategic knowledge to cross the Tigris River which was deep and dangerous to cross, he instead constructed a sort of bridge where the men locked arms with each other and formed a bridge out of their persons (Diod. 17.55.5)

331BC October 21/22
Surrender of Babylon
Babylon was surrendered by Mazaeus to Alexander, which meant that it did not need to be besieged; Alexander hoped that Mazaeus’ example would convince other satraps to also surrender their city (Curt. 5.1.17-8).  While Curtius gives an elaborate description of Alexander’s arrival in Babylon with the satrap of Syria and Mesopotamia Mazaeus meeting him en route to Babylon, Arrian describes Alexander marching in battle order to the city where all the Babylonians came together to surrender the city, the date of the 21st October comes from a sacrifice on the 12 Tasritu (Boiy, 2004, p. 105).  After Mazaeus willingly surrendered Babylon to Alexander he was kept as governor and a series of coinage was produced based on the old Persian ones but using Alexander’s standard style (Sayles, 2007, p. 99) (See Figure 1).Figure 1 c.322-312 BC. AR Double Shekel. Babylon Mint.
From: www.cngcoins.com


331BC
Sack of Susa
Susa was the administrative centre of the Persian empire, Alexander had sent a letter to the satrap in hopes of another surrender like at Babylon (Lane Fox, 1986, p. 251).  Alexander marched to Susa in 20 days and learned that his messenger Philoxenus had already received the surrender of Susa, Alexander sacked the city for treasures and restored the statues of Harmodius and Aristogition to Athens which had been stolen by Xerxes (Dodge, 1994, p. 391).  The satrap of Susa was Abulites and he sent his son to meet Alexander promising to surrender the city, he may have done this on Darius’ orders to delay Alexander who would plunder the city for treasure, which amounted to some 50,000 talents of silver (Curt. 5.2.8-11).

330BC January – April 
Sack of Persepolis
Perespolis was where the major Persian public rituals took place and was the spiritual centre of the Persian Empire, it was therefore identified with Persian rule and in April 330BC when leaving Alexander had the city’s palaces burnt (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 282-3).  Persepolis was described as the ‘richest of all the cities under the sun’ and that 120,000 talents were found in the treasury; Alexander stayed at the palaces for four months before burning down Xerxes palaces (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 470).  While on the way to Perespolis Alexander received a letter from the governor saying that if he arrived before Darius then he would hand the city over, so Alexander force-marched his troops to the city, the city was the capital of the Persian kingdom and Alexander allowed his soldiers to plunder all but the palaces, which he later burned (Diod. 17.69-70).





330BC July
Death of Darius
After fleeing from Alexander, Darius was captured by Bessus the satrap of Bactria, Alexander started pursuit and chased the Persians, when Alexander caught them up Darius refused to get on a horse and was stabbed by Bessus who then fled; Darius found a spring where a Macedonian was drinking and died of his stab wound (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 471).  Darius was assassinated by Bassus the satrap of Bactria, who then assumed the throne of Persia as Artaxerxes IV, while Alexander also assumed the role of Darius’ successor and changed his style of dress to combine both the Macedonian and Persian royal style (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 283-4).  Alexander sent the body to be buried in the royal tombs at Persepolis, he died in July during the archonship Aristophon in Athens. (Arr. An. 3.22)

330BC
Death of Parmenio
Following the ‘conspiracy of Philotas’ who had supposedly been planning to assassinate Alexander, Philotas was the son of Parmenio and so Alexander believed Parmenio had been involved in the conspiracy and had him assassinated (Badian, 1960, p. 333).  Parmenio’s son Philotas was executed for not informing Alexander of a plot to kill him, he had been the commander of the cavalry; fearing other conspiracies to have himself murdered Alexander ordered the assassination of Parmenio and started to censor the correspondence of his officers and soldiers (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 286).  Parmenio was put to death by three generals under his command Cleander, Sitalces, and Mendias who received a letter from Alexander, maybe because Alexander believed Parmenio was involved in his son’s affair, or maybe because Parmenio was dangerous after his son’s death especially because he had a lot of influence in the army (Arr. An. 3.27).




328BC
Death of Cleitus
Murdered by Alexander at Maracanda during a banquet the day before their expedition was to continue, after Alexander had been boasting about his part in the battle of Chaeronea Cleitus muttered a line from Euripides about the bad practice of the Greeks to establish honours for their kings when the work was done by others (Curt. 8.1.19-29).  Drunkenly murdered by Alexander when he criticised Alexander for trying to adapt and adopt Persian customs; Cleitus had previously saved Alexander’s life at the Battle of Granicus (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 286).  Some versions of the tale say that after Cleitus had been arguing with Alexander he had been removed from the room by his friends only to have made his own way back to the party and have been murdered by Alexander with a sarissa (Lane Fox, 1986, p. 310).

326BC May
Battle with Porus (Battle of the Hydaspes)
Porus was the ruler of a kingdom between the Jhelum and Chenab rivers, Alexander and Porus’ armies met at the Hydaspes River (Jhelum), Porus had a strong defensive position with two hundred elephants, Alexander had to think tactically but eventually defeated Porus after secretly crossing the flooded river, however, Alexander spared Porus’ life because he was a nobly defeated opponent and restored the kingdom to Porus.  This was his last battle as his army then refused to continue any further and so Alexander returned to the West (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 288-9).  Alexander’s main danger in the battle was the elephants that his cavalry had not yet faced in action although it greatly overpowered the Indian cavalry, unlike Darius when Porus realised he was defeated he continued to fight and did not flee straight away, Alexander was impressed with his prowess and when Porus asked him to “treat me like a king” Alexander agreed (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 484).  One of two kings in India with a kingdom beyond the Hydaspes river and had declared war on anyone who came into their territory, Porus had 85 elephants with the rest of his army, is said to have great courage, the battle was fought over the deep and wide river (Curt.12-13).

326BC November – 325BC February
Mallian Campaign
This was Alexander’s last campaign and the Malli made a complete submission, on the campaign he was berated by his friends for acting like a solider instead of a general (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 486).  The Mallians were a tribe near the Indus River who controlled the mountain ranges (Dodge, 1994, p. 586).  The Malli had made an alliance with the Sudracae and had 90,000 infantrymen, 10,000 cavalry-men, and 900 chariots ready to face the Macedonians, who apparently were ‘terror-stricken’ that they had to now fight another war against India’s fiercest tribe (Curt. 9.4.15-6).

326BC
Siege of Sangala
The chief city of the Malli, Alexander led the army up the ladders and successfully climbed the cities walls but then the Malli broke the ladders but instead of leaping out of the city he continued on and was injured in the breast (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 486).  Porus supplied the siege equipment that Alexander did not have, as well as 5,000 Indian volunteers, which ultimately helped Alexander to gain Sangala with minimal loss of forces (Lane Fox, 1986, p. 366).  Curtius tells us of the siege that Alexander refused to hesitate even after being warned to do so by a seer and so scaled the ladders only for his path to be blocked by a parapet, while hanging from the parapet blocking missiles being thrown from above his army eventually attempted to follow him up the ladders but under their weight the ladders broke leaving their king alone against an army and instead of returning to his friends he recklessly jumped into the city (Curt. 9.4.28-5.2).  Arrian, however, gives no details of Alexander jumping into the city by himself and only says that the city was taken by scaling-ladders around the citadel, giving details that 17,000 Indians were killed while 70,000 were taken prisoner (Arr. An. 5.24)




324BC August
Mutiny at Opis
Alexander had recently introduced 30,000 young Iranian troops into his army who he called his “Successors” and had been taught to fight in Macedonian style, then that summer he announced that he was going to discharge the veterans in his army who were either too old or too ill to continue fighting, which caused the army to mutiny as all the soldiers demanded to be discharged (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 991-2).  He held an assembly of Macedonians at Opis and discharged about 10,000 soldiers who were too old or had been wounded and were unable to fight promising them a comfortable life, the soldiers demanded that he discharge them all, he did so after the mutiny, but three days later they reconciled after he had given Persian and Median nobles high appointments, the veterans agreed to go back to Macedon (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 489).  Had summoned an assembly at Opis and discharged the people in the army incapable of going on, but the men believed he already did not value their services, they also did not like him wearing Persian clothes and had foreign troops in his army; Alexander had 13 officers executed (Arr. An. 7.9).

324BC
Susa Weddings
Alexander was attempting to fuse the Greeks and Persians and create a united kingdom, one of these attempts was intermarriages between Macedonians and Persians, he himself married Darius’ daughter Statira, while Hephaestion married her sister, most of the Macedonian officers also married high-statue Persian women, and some of the officers also married local Persian women, the weddings all took place on the same day and were in the Persian tradition (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 488).  This was also a celebration of the Indian conquest, Alexander took daughters of Darius and Artaxerxes as wives, and ninety of his principal officers also married noble Persian and Median wives; Alexander encouraged the rest of his troops to also marry native women and rewarded them with gifts (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 291).  Alexander married Barsine Darius’ eldest daughter as well as Parysatis who was the youngest daughter of Ochus, he gave another of Darius’ daughters Drypetis to Hephaestion to provide a familial relationship between the two of them (Arr. An. 7.5).
324BC
Death of Hephaestion
During a Dionysus festival, Hephaestion fell ill and died which sent Alexander into grief, especially as there is speculation about the relationship between the two (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 489).  Hephaestion was Alexander’s most intimate friend and apparently drank himself to death in November; Alexander took the death badly and executed Hephaestion’s doctor and had a monument built in Babylon, as well as demanding the Greek cities to give him heroic honours (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 292).  Although he had been ordered to remain on a strict diet to recover Hephaestion ignored the doctor’s orders and when his doctor Glaucus left he supposedly ate a whole chicken and drank wine leading to his death (Plut. Alex. 72).  They were at Ecbatana where Alexander was offering sacrifice and holding a festival when Hephaestion fell ill, on the seventh day of his illness Alexander was at the stadium when he was told that Hephaestion was seriously ill but died before Alexander got to him; reportedly Alexander refused to leave Hephaestion’s body until he was forced to by his Companions (Arr. An. 7.14).

323BC June 10th/13th 
Death of Alexander
He arrived at Babylon to honour the death of his closest friend Hephaestion and had demanded that the Greeks worship him as a god, on May 29th Alexander fell ill at a party one of his officers was hosting, and after 2 weeks suffering from fever and being delirious he died, some believe it was a plot by Aristotle and Antipater, he was only 32 years old (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 292).  Had been at a banquet before his next expedition left as it was ready, after a day of drinking he awoke with a fever and spent many days in bed before he died on the 28th of Daesius which is early June, possibly the 13th, it is still unclear what he died from (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 492).  Alexander had been feverish for many days before he died on the evening of the 28th of Daedius, at the time of his death no one had believed him to have been poisoned, but five years later his mother Olympias put many suspects to death, including Iolas son of Antipater, some claim that it was Aristotle who arranged the murder (Plut. Alex. 76-77).

323BC
Babylonian Settlement
Alexander’s death left no clear heir, his wife Roxane was pregnant and his half-brother Arrhidaeus was unable to rule, Alexander had given his signet ring to Perdiccas on his deathbed giving him regency power, but the struggle for the succession almost caused a civil war (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 295-6).  Ultimately Alexander’s empire was divided up among his generals after arguments over the territories (Dillon & Garland, 2013, p. 574).  Each officer was made governor over a certain area of the kingdom leading to more than 24 administrative areas, although each officer wanted more and there were many quarrels, including Perdiccas himself who went to war with Ptolemy in Egypt.  (Wheatley, 2013, pp. 18-9)  (Anon. The Heidelberg Epitome. 1.1).  Perdiccas would have power over the Asian empire, and share supreme power with two other high-ranking officers, Antipater had been representative in Macedonia and stayed there with further command in Europe, while Craterus was technically given guardianship of the monarchy (Rickard, 2007).

323 - 322BC
Lamian War (Hellenic War)
Antipater the regent besieged himself at Lamia, a hill-city near the pass of Thermopylae, he was there through the winter blocked in by Leosthenes, the siege was lifted by the governor of Hellespontine Phrygia, Leonnatus (Bury & Meiggs, 1978, p. 497).  The Greeks revolted after Alexander’s death and blockaded Antipater in Lamia, he was only freed after help from Macedonians Leonnatos and Krateros (Errington, 2008).  The Greek revolt, mainly Athens and her allies were finally defeated at the battle of Crannon (Plut. Dem. 28).





321 - 320BC 
Perdiccas' invasion of Egypt (Civil War and Death)
Ptolemy diverted Alexander’s funeral to Egypt, challenging Perdiccas’ leadership who then invaded Egypt but failed when Ptolemy drowned thousands of his soldiers and Perdiccas’ officers himself assassinated him (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 297).  Ptolemy defended his satrapy in Egypt against Perdicaas who repeatedly failed to defeat the Nile line and was then killed by his officers while his army deserted to Ptolemy (Adams, 2006, p. 31).  After Perdiccas had given each of the officers a satrapy he went to Egypt to make war, but he was a target to conspiracy and was assassinated by his own subjects (Anon. The Heidelberg Epitome. 1.1) (Wheatley, 2013, p. 19).

321BC (or 319 or 320)
Battle of the Hellespont
Eumenes was sent by Perdiccas to the Hellespont to stop Antipater and Craterus from entering Asia; Eumenes was commanding with Alcetas and Neoptolemus; Craterus and Eumenes each had 20,000 infantry, during the battle Craterus’ horse apparently threw him and trampled him to death, other versions say that he was killed by a sword during the fighting (Montague, 2015, p. 108).  Led to the death of Craterus when going against the Perdiccan army which was being commanded by Eumenes, took place at the same time as Perdiccas’ invasion of Egypt (Errington, 2008, p. 19).  We are told that Eumenes defeated Craterus and Neoptolemus in a pitched battle and killed them on the field (Diod. 18.53.3).  Eumenes sent foreign troops to attack Craterus, after slaying many opponents Craterus was wounded by a Thracian and fell from his horse, one of Eumenes’ officers Gorgias guarded over the body, after fighting and slaying Neoptolemus, Eumenes heard of Craterus’ fate and wept over his body (Plut. Eum. 7.3-4, 8).  Apparently, Eumenes gave Craterus a funeral and sent his body back to his family in Macedonia (Nep. Eum. 4.4).




321BC
Triparadeisos (Treaty)
After the Egyptian invasion and Perdicaas’ death the rest of Alexander’s officers met at Triparadeius to rearrange the regency, making Antipater the regent for the kings (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 297).  On the northern edge of Mt Lebanon, Antipater and Antigonos met with Ptolemy, Antipater was made regent, Ptolemy became ruler of Egypt under Antipater’s overall leadership (Errington, 2008, p. 20).  Antipater divided Asia altering and confirming the Babylonian Settlement, most notably giving Egypt and Libya to Ptolemy, king Porus still held the provinces on the river Indus including the largest city Patala (Arr. Continuation; Photius Bibliotheca.92).

319BC (June?) – 318BC (Early Summer?)
Eumenes besieged at Nora
Antigonus was heading the struggle with Eumenes the satrap of Cappadocia, he was besieging Eumenes in a Cappadocian fortress in the summer of 319 when Antipater died (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 45).  Eumenes was declared as an enemy and stripped of his command in Cappadocia while Antigonus was made chief commander in Asia, by Spring 319 Eumenes had about 600 followers and had to flee to the hill fortress of Nora in the northern Taurus range and was besieged by Antigonus, after Antipater’s death they try to reach an alliance and Eumenes swore allegiance to Antigonus and the siege of Nora was lifted in the early summer of 318BC (Green, 1990, pp. 15-18).  Supposedly Eumenes let many of his soldiers and officers leave when he took refuge at Nora but awarding them for their service; Antigonus built a wall around Nora and left troops to guard it (Plut. Eum. 10-11).






319BC (Autumn?)
Death of Antipater
His death set off a new round of conflict because he appointed Polyperchon as regent for the kings his son Cassander joined Antigonus (who was gaining power in Asia) and in an alliance with Ptolemy and Lysimachus went against the new regent (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 298).  Antipater had been a companion to Philip as well as ruling Europe while Alexander was in Asia, he was 79 years old when he died and had named an older man Polyperchon as regent to the kings as he came from the old royal houses of Upper Macedonia instead of setting up hereditary regents by naming his oldest son Cassander as regent (Errington, 2008, pp. 21-2).  After Antipater’s death the stewardship and role of managing the king’s affairs was given to Polyperchon (Anon. The Heidelberg Epitome. 1.5) (Wheatley, 2013, p. 19)

317BC
Death of Philip III Arrhidaeus
Arrhidaeus with his wife Eurydice joined Cassander, Polyperchon meanwhile invited Olympias back and the Macedonians who had supported Arrhidaeus swapped sides and surrendered Arrhidaeus to them; Olympias threw them in jail, Arrhidaeus was executed and Eurydice was forced to commit suicide; they were later buried in the royal tombs at Aegaes (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 47).  There was a confrontation between Eurydice and Olympias, but when the Macedonians who had supported Eurydice saw Olympias and her troops they switched sides, Olympias then had Arrhidaeus executed apparently avenging the supposed murder of her son Alexander by poison (Green, 1990, pp. 19-20).  The Macedonians better supported Alexander and therefore switched sides to support Olympias his mother, Arrhidaeus was captured instantly, but Eurydice was captured while on her way to Amphipolis; first they were placed in jail with ill-treatment before ordering Thracians to stab Philip to death, while Eurydice had to choose her means of suicide from a sword, noose, and hemlock, she ultimately chose to hang herself (Diod. 19.11.2-7).



316BC
Death of Olympias
Believing she was in full power she had a number of high-status Macedonians slaughtered and became hated by many, Cassander took advantage of the situation and blockaded her in the town of Pydna until she was forced to surrender from starvation, she was executed without complaint (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 47).  Cassander invaded Macedonia and sentenced Olympias to death after she had executed about 100 of Arrhidaeus and Eurydice’s supporters, after sieging her in the town of Pydna and starving her out, he then executed her dispute having promised to spare her life during negotiations, she might have been stoned to death (Green, 1990, p. 20).  Cassander was unable to penetrate the walls of Pydna and so encamped outside the city and prevented supplies from getting in, Olympias eventually had to let soldiers withdraw from the city because so many were dying from hunger; Olympias eventually attempted to escape by ship but was captured by Cassander (Diod.19.49-50).

316/7BC
Death of Eumenes
Was killed by Antigonus the One-Eyed so he could proclaim himself “Lord of Asia” (Adams, 2006, p. 31).  Eumenes had been made strategos of Asia which had previously been Antigonus’ title and had gained control of a large part of Alexander’s empire in just two years, he also had support from the Macedonian high-elite, however, after an indecisive battle in 316 between Antigonus and Eumenes, Eumenes’ troops changed sides and handed him over where he was then put to death making Antigonus the new ruler of Asia (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 48).  Antigonus ordered Eumenes to be starved to death although after two or three days there was a disturbance in the camp and he was killed, Eumenes body was given to his friends who cremated him and sent his ashes in a silver urn to his wife and children (Plut. Eum. 19.1).  It could also be that Eumenes was strangled to death by his guards without Antigonus knowing (Nep. Eum. 12.4).



312BC
Battle of Gaza
Ptolemy launched an attack in Palestine and won in the battle of Gaza against Demetrius (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), pp. 49-50).  The attack was encouraged by Seleucus who had fled to Ptolemy and wanted to regain his command in Babylon, Demetrius was Antigonus’ son and was not equipped against Ptolemy, he lost 500 of his troops and another 8000 were captured (Green, 1990, pp. 26-7).  The fighting started with a cavalry charge as was typical at the time and was then followed by infantry, apparently with Demetrius, Ptolemy, and Seleucus all fighting at the front (Diod. 19.83.3-5)

311BC
Antigonos’ new peace
An agreement was reached between Antigonos’ and his adversaries Cassander, Lysimachus, and Ptolemy, acknowledging their authority in the states that they already held power, Cassander had Macedonia and Greece (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 50).  A sort of treaty to avoid further battles between Ptolemy and Antigonus and confirmed the general's rules, Cassander was kept as regent and in charge of Macedon, Lysimachus got Thrace, while Ptolemy had Egypt and Antigonus himself got Asia, there was no mention of Seleucus (Green, 1990, p. 27).  A truce was decided with Ptolemy remaining in Egypt and giving Antigonos, Syria and Phoenicia (Diod.19.94.1).

311-309/8BC
Babylonian War
The war continued until 309/8BC as Seleucus was not included in the peace treaty between Lysimachus, Ptolemy and Antigonus (Green, 1990, p. 27).  Seleucus campaigned against Antigonos for a few years until he was recalled by events in the West (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 51).  A major battle of the war sees Seleucus regain Babylon which had been his satrapy; when he entered Babylon most of the inhabitants met him and declared themselves on his side and he successfully reclaimed Babylon as his own (Diod.19.91)

309BC
Death of Rhoxane and Alexander IV
Buried publicly by Kassandros at Aigai, was killed in secret to eliminate the legitimate heir before he came of age (Adams, 2006, p. 32).  Cassander had been given control of Macedonia and Greece until Alexander IV came of age, however, not wanting to lose his power Cassander had the prince and his mother assassinated, bringing the end of the Argead lineage (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 50).  With the death of the heir there was no one else with the legitimate power to rule and so each of the generals with power in their satrapies could hope to become the next king (Diod.19.105).

306BC
Battle of Salamis
Took place in Cyprus led by Demetrius Poliorketes, the Athenians contributed 30 quadriremes (Bugh, 2011, p. 275), Demetrius was in charge of the Antigonid and defeated Ptolemy in the naval battle (Adams, 2006, p. 32).  Demetrius was ordered by his father Antigonos to lead an expedition against Ptolemy in Cyprus which led to his greatest success, as Ptolemy had to retreat back to Alexandria in Egypt in the summer of 306 (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 52).  A naval battle, both sides sailed towards each and destroyed some of the other’s oars making it impossible for the ship to flee, Demetrius was in the fighting and only one of his defenders died, when Ptolemy saw that his right wing was destroyed he was forced to sail back to Citium (Diod. 20.51-52).








306BC
Antigonus and Demetrius declared kings
Demetrius was the son of Antigonus and was given the nickname of “Poliorketes” which means “Sacker of Cities”, after liberating Athens from Kassandros they were recognised as “Saviour Gods”, after the Battle of Salamis they had themselves officially proclaimed kings by their army (Adams, 2006, p. 32).  After the success in Cyprus the father and son officially took the royal title along with the diadem to symbolise it, they were quickly followed by Ptolemy, Seleucus, Lysimachus, and Cassander, leading to six kings (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 52).  After the Battle of Salamis Demetrius took control of Cyprus; when his father Antigonos heard of the victory he assumed the diadem and acted as king, giving Demetrius the same honours (Diod.20.53.1-3)

305/4BC
Rhodes besieged by Demetrius
Antiogonos did not like the alliance between Egypt and Rhodes and wanted to give Ptolemy a disadvantage when he went to war in Cyprus he had asked the Rhodians for ships, but they refused, after the war, he sent his son Demetrius to gain Rhodes’ allegiance (Diod.20.82.1-2).  Rhodes was important as it was an independent island bastion and so to have complete control of the sea Antigonos wanted to control Rhodes, it was also very wealthy because it had stayed neutral and traded freely around the Mediterranean (Green, 1990, p. 32).  Anitgonos wanted Rhodes’ support but when they rejected his offer went to war with them, Demetrius sieged the city for a year, allowing him to develop new military devices and earned him the title of “Poliorcetes” or Besieger (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 52).






301BC
Battle of Ipsus
Marked the collapse of the Antigonid kingdom (Adams, 2006, p. 42).  The battle took place in the centre of Anatolia and is called the “battle of the Kings” as Antigonos was killed in the battle his son Demetrius was forced to flee to Ephesus, Cassander, Lysimachus and Seleucus came out victorious (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 54).  Antigonos and Demetrius had 70,000 infantry-men, 10,000 horses, and 75 elephants, while the those they were fighting against had 64,000 infantry-men, 500 more horses, 400 elephants, and 120 chariots (Plut. Demetr. 28.3).

297BC
Death of Cassander
When he died his sons were too young to succeed him in control of Macedonia allowing Demetrius to regain power (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 58).  Ptolemy took advantage of Cassander’s death and placed the young Pyrrhus who he had recently acquired from Demetrius onto his rightful ruling in Epirot to become Ptolemy’s commander in Greece (Green, 1990, p. 123).  After his death his eldest son Philip reigned for a while but then quickly died, his other two sons Antipater and Alexander started a civil war, Antipater murdered his mother Thessaloniki and Alexander asked for help from Pyrrhus (Plut. Demetr. 36.1).

283BC
Death of Demetrius
After being forced to surrender Seleucus placed him in a royal residence where he enjoyed an idle life and drunk himself to death (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 61).  Seleucus sent Demetrius’ ashes back to his home and son with an escort (Green, 1990, p. 131).  After having been imprisoned for 3 years in Chersonese, Syria he fell ill and died aged 55, probably from inactivity while eating and drinking too much (Plut. Demetr. 52.3)


283BC
The accession of Ptolemy II
Started co-ruling with his father in 286 and came sole ruler when his father died, he had a long reign from 283 till 246 and helped to consolidate the Ptolemaic power (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 69).  He had become co-ruler in 286/5BC with his father to avoid any problems surrounding succession and when his father died in 283BC he became the sole ruler instead of his older brother Ptolemy Keraunos who had been sent out of the country years previously (Green, 1990, p. 131).  Ptolemy I contrary to the customs within Egypt had made his youngest son co-ruler while he was ill and so the kingdom was smoothly transferred after his death (Just. Epit. 16.2.7).

279BC
Galatian Invasion
The Galatians were celtic-speaking people who started to invade the areas of Greece, Macedonia, and Asia Minor in 281BC, they attempted to plunder the Hellenistic settlements in Asia Minor until they were forced to settled around Ankara in central Anatolia by the Hellenistic rulers (Darbyshire, et al., 2000, p. 75).  An invasion by the Gauls who had been kept at bay by Lysimachus in the north now became a problem for Keraunos and he was killed in the first encounter, his head was placed on a spear (Green, 1990, p. 133).  The Gauls after a population increase began to search for new land to settle, under the command of Belgius they began discussions with Ptolemy asking for peace which he refused, there was a battle between the Gauls and Ptolemy which lead to Ptolemy being killed, his head cut off, and carried around on a lance to bring terror to the enemy (Just. Epit. 24.5.1-7).






279BC
Battle of Thermopylae II
A battle between a joint group of Greeks in central Greece with mercenaries paid by Antiogonos Gonatas and Antiochos I, the battle was against the Celts at the historic pass of Thermopylae, Pausanias’ version of the story is based heavily on Herodotus’ account of the Persians against the Spartans in 480 (Errington, 2008, p. 81).  Guaranteed passage into Central Greece (Adams, 2006, p. 37).  A battle between the Greeks and the Gauls, it was a joint league of Greeks including the Boeotians, Phois, Locrians, and some from Megara, the most came from Aetolia with over 7000 soldiers, Athens also provided troops about 500 cavalry and 1000 infantry-men, while 500 mercenaries came from Macedonia (Paus. 10.20.3).

274-271BC
First Syrian War
A conflict between Ptolemy II and the new Seleucid king Antiochus I over control of Syria and the southern and western coasts of Asia Minor (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 70).  The war was between Antiochus I and Ptolemy, it was Ptolemy as ruler that won the war although there is debate as to the political power of his wife Arsinoe who was worshipped during her life and deified after her death (Green, 1990, p. 146).  Theocritus, an Egyptian poet, flatters Ptolemy II about how prosperous the Egyptian state is saying that “his peoples, they occupy their business without let or hindrance, seeing that no foeman hath crossed afoot that river of monsters to set up a cry in alien townships, nor none leapt from swift ship upon that beach all mailed to make havoc of the Egyptian kine” (Theoc. Idylls. XVII. The Panegyric of Ptolemy. 95.).  Supposedly the year before the war broke out in 275, Ptolemy had celebrated the Ptolemia where there was a procession of troops (Grainger, 2010, p. 83), the numbers reached as high as 57,600 infantry-men and 23,200 in the cavalry (Athenaeus.203).



260-253BC
Second Syrian War
Another conflict this time when Antiochus II succeeded to the throne, again over the Syrian territories, the war ended with a peace treaty where Antiochus II married Berenice who was Ptolemy II’s daughter (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 70).  The evidence regarding this war is more limited but Ptolemy seemed to lose ground in Cilicia, Pamphylia, and Ionia, most notably Antiochus II regained Ephesus in 258 (Green, 1990, p. 148).  Antigonus built a sacred trireme at the place where he defeated Ptolemy off Leucolla, which was a city under the rule of Cos, which was the result of the naval battle of Cos between Antigonus and Ptolemy (Athen.5.209).

246-241BC
Third Syrian War
Broke out the same year that Ptolemy III succeeded his father and that Antiochus II died allowing his son Seleucus to succeed him (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 73).  This war was also known as the Laodicean War, it involved Seleucus II Kallinikos (Gloriously Triumphant) having campaigned in Asia Minor and Syria while Ptolemy was victorious between the Hellespont and Euphrates (Green, 1990, p. 150).  The war was begun because Seleucus, when he came to the throne, had his step-mother killed, who happened to be Berenice the sister of Ptolemy III who was king in Egypt, as well as her son, Ptolemy rushed to help his sister but was not in time to save her and thus the war broke out (Just. Epit. 27.1.1-7).

245BC
Bactrian Independence
Established by Greek satrap Diodotos (Adams, 2006, p. 47).  A revolt during the reign of Seleucus II, the upper satrapies of the empire which had existed since Alexander proclaimed their independence for the Seleucids and Diodotos took the royal title and started to mint their own coinage (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 80).  Theodotus the governor of Bactria revolted and assumed the title of king (Just. Epit. 41.4).

245BC
Parthian Independence
The satrapy of Parthia was taken over by a Scythian tribe called the Parni and extended the control over the Plateau (Adams, 2006, p. 47).  On the shore of the Caspian Sea, the area of Parthyaea was invaded by a tribe led by Arsaces, then taking the name Parthians they began the kingdom of the Arsacid dynasty (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 80).  Gained independence at about the same time as Bactria when Arsaces invaded the area of Parthia and overthrew Andragoras to become governor (Just. Epit. 41.4).

241BC
Sicily becomes Roman
Sicily became a Roman province at the end of the first Punic War with Carthage, as it had importance in relation to trade in the Mediterranean (Green, 1990, p. 217).  The Roman’s had a victory of the Aegates Islands were they won Sicily, important for its agriculture, Hero erected an altar in Syracuse that was 200 metres long and 10 metres high (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 96).  The conditions of the peace treaty after the war included Sicily and its small neighbouring islands were to be surrendered to the Romans (App. Sic. 1.2)

230-228BC
First Illyrian War
Illyria was along the Dalmatian coast and occupied by ‘barbarians’ as well as Greek colonies, some were pirates and disrupted trade routes causing Rome to intervene with a naval expedition in 229/8BC (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 97).  Demetrius asked the Illyrians for aid who then started to attack towns on the Adriatic coast affecting Italian trade by controlling the Straits of Otranto and Corinthian Gulf, the Rome’s did not wish to join until the Adriatic Greeks were in chaos (Green, 1990, pp. 253-4).  The Illyrian Queen Teuta wanted to expand her control in Greece, when the Romans sent an ambassador he was murdered, and the war began (Plb. 2.11-12).


219BC
Second Illyrian War
The Illyrians had been causing chaos as pirates along the Adriatic coast so in 219 the Romans decided to eliminate them, Demetrius urged the peace and in 217 the Treaty of Naupactus was reached between the Romans, Demetrius, and Philip (Green, 1990, p. 296).  The peace at Naupactus lessened the Aetolian power, which also brought an end to the Social War, also known as the War of the Allies (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 100).  Demetrius of Pharos succeeded Teuta and became the new Illyrian chief, he decided to try and expand the Illyrian territory in Greece starting with a battle against the Spartans (Plb. 2.65-67).

200-196BC
2nd Macedonian War
Philip of Macedon was fighting against Rome who had support from the Rhodians and Attalus who had already been at war with Macedon since 201 (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 107).  The Roman’s won the war, and the Roman general sailed up the Tiber in the conquered Macedonian barge as a part of the triumph procession, they also paraded the defeated king (Green, 1990, p. 415).  Polybius describes the assembly that met when Attalus was attempting to persuade Athens to join the war against Philip, although he did not appear at the meeting himself he wrote a statement that was read out which ultimately persuaded the Athenians to vote for war (Plb. 16.26.1-7),








197BC
Battle of Cynocephalae
A battle between Philip V of Macedon and Flamininus that took place at Cynoscephalae, “The Dogs’ Heads” in Thessaly, it was a close battle but the Roman’s won making it the first victory over a Greek army in battle and leaving the Roman’s in complete control of Greece (Green, 1990, pp. 310-11).  Took place just south of Larissa at the foot of the hills of the Cynoscephalae, the first time that the Roman legions clashed with a Macedonian phalanx (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 108).  Flamininus successfully got behind the Macedonian phalanx and defeated the Macedonians, when chasing those who got away they put up their spears which was their custom to show they were surrendering, although he stopped chasing them the Romans attacked from above (Plb. 18.26.3-12)

196BC
Flamininus' declaration at the Isthmian Games
The Greeks had put pressure on the Senate until Flamininus declared Greek independence at the Isthmian Games, naming those like the Corinthians, Locrians, who would be autonomous and no longer have to pay tribute to Rome (Green, 1990, p. 311).  The decision to declare Greek freedom was decided by the Senate and Flamininus took the opportunity of the Panhellenic gathering at the Isthmian Games to make the public announcement (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 108).  Ten commissioners from Rome came to Greece and laid down the peace with Philip, principally that the Greeks in Asia and Europe were to be free and have their own laws, Flamininus sailed to Greece and after discussion with the ten commissioners announced the declaration at the Isthmian Games (Plb.18.44-46).






188BC
Treaty of Apameia
The Romans withdrew from Asia Minor after the campaign against the Gauls by Gnaeus Manlius Vulso (Green, 1990, p. 422).  After a massive Roman victory against Antiochus an armistice was agreed at Sardis with the treaty signed at Apamea in Phyrgia (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 111).  The treaty states: there will be friendship between Antiochus and the Romans for as long as they fulfil the conditions; Antiochus shall not let Roman enemies through his territory or provide them with arms, the Romans will do the same for Antiochus; Antiochus is to leave certain territories and leave monuments there and restore any that have been taken (Plb. 21.42.1-5).

168BC
Antiochus IV's second invasion of Egypt
As part of the Sixth Syrian War between 171/0-168 Antiochus IV wants to stabilise his kingdom and so is fighting against the still young Ptolemy VI Philometor, although Antiochus had to withdraw in 169 he was back in Egypt by 168 while his fleet attacked Cyrpus (Green, 1990, p. 430).  The war had started in 170 but in 168 turned to Antiochus’ favour, after taking Pelusium he got access to the Delta and besieged Alexandria (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 120).  Antiochus’ invasion was ended by the Roman commander Popilius who had a letter from the Roman senate telling the king to withdraw his troops from Egypt and Cyprus which he reluctantly did after Popilius drew a circle around Antiochus and told him not to leave it until he had made a decision (Plb. 29.27)

168BC
Battle of Pydna
Final encounter in the war between Greece and Macedon supposedly took place on 22nd June between Perseus and the Greek consul Aemilius Paullus (Green, 1990, p. 430).  A Roman victory at Pydna in northeast Greece that took place in June and defeated Perseus the Macedonian king ending the line that had ruled since the Antigonid dynasty (Oliver, 2011, p. 118).  Paullus was made master of Macedonia, there were reportedly signs of divine acceptance of his position, for example a lightning bolt setting fire to the alter and consuming the whole sacrifice (Plut.Vit.Aem. 276.24.1-3).
167-160BC
Maccabean Revolt
A false rumour of the king’s death had reached Jerusalem and the Jews led by Jason revolted, the commander in Jerusalem, Menelaus and his supporters fled to Antiochus telling of a pro-Ptolemaic revolt (Green, 1990, p. 513).  In 164BC Antiochus IV on his death bed allows the Jerusalem Jews to have their religious freedom and designates his son Antiochus V as successor: “Jews do not consent to adopt Greek ways…but prefer their own mode of life and request that they be allowed to observe their own laws” (2 Macc. 11.22-26).  Ultimately Judas Maccabaeus died in 160 and the Seleucid empire was able to reclaim the land (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 123).

146BC
Fall of Macedon
After a revolt led by Andriscus which was then defeated by the Roman praetor Quintus Caecilius Metellus, Macedon was reorganised into a Roman province (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), pp. 128-9).  It took Rome four wars from the late third century until 146BC to make Macedon a Roman province, which it would remain so until the 7th century (Anson, 2010, p. 4).  After the Romans faced a defeat by a pretend king Philip Andriscus who was supported by the Macedonians the consul Metellus punished the Macedonians by ‘enslaving’ them as a province (Flor.1.30.142-5).

146BC
Sack of Corinth
The Roman consul Lucius Mummius sieged Corinth and won against the Achaean army (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 130).  The Corinthian army and the city was destroyed to teach them a lesson in the “futility of resistance” (Potter, 2009, p. 88).  Mummius waited at the Isthmus for the whole army to assemble, which included 3500 cavalry, 23,000 infantry, as well as Cretan archers; the Achaean cavalry instantly retreated at the sight of the Romans, and although the infantry stayed to fight they were easily defeated (Paus. 7.16.1-3).

63BC
Death of Mithradates (VI of Pontus)
Was the king of an empire between the West and Asia, he was a Hellenistic king who modelled himself on Alexander and appreciated Greek culture, as well as uniting the Greeks of Asia, but was no match for Rome and was ultimately killed by having a mercenary cut his throat (Green, 1990, p. 558).  His death marked the disappearance of the last Hellenistic kings (Chamoux, 2003 (1981), p. 152).  After killing one son who he was suspicious of, his other son Pharnaces raised a revolt against him, Mithridates attempted to commit suicide, but had made himself resistant to poison and due to weak hands his attempt to stab himself was unsuccessful, therefore his own men killed him with their swords and spears (Dio Cass. 37.12-14).

31BC
Battle of Actium
Let Octavian become the ruler of the Roman empire, the victory was solidified a year later after the battle of Alexander after which Antony and Cleopatra committed suicide (Potter, 2009, p. 162).  On 29th August 30BC Octavian officially announced the end of the Ptolemaic dynasty, ending the Hellenistic era of the successors (Green, 1990, p. 679).  A mostly naval battle with some land troops, Antony had instructed his ships to keep the ships positions at the mouth of the gulf, Octavian believing that Antony’s ships were still at anchor did not proceed to the battle, when Antony’s troops got impatient they started moving their ships and Octavian drew them further out, Antony’s line was broken, at which point Cleopatra’s 60 ships fled the battle, and Antony followed (Plut. Ant. 65-66).







224/5AD
End of Parthian Empire (Arscid Empire)
The Sasanian ruler Ardashir of a southern Iranian principality overthrew Artabanus the king of Parthia and started a new regime with new religions and a capable military (Potter, 2009, p. 248).  Artabanus V led the opposition against Ardashir and in three successive encounters he was defeated, in the final battle c.224 Artabanus was killed and the Parthian empire became Ardashir’s who was then crowned king in Cteisphon (College, 1967, p. 173).  A carving ordered by Ardashir to commemorate the defeat of Artabanus (College, 1967, p. 173) (See Figure 2). 
[image: Firuzabad, relief 1, Scene 3, ArdaÅ¡ir unseats Artabanus]
Figure 2 A Sasanian rock relief at Firuzabad which shows Ardasir unseating Artabanus
From: http://www.livius.org/pictures/iran/firuzabad-ardasir-khureh/firuzabad-relief-1-scene-3-ardasir-unseats-artabanus/
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