HPEN5/6012:  THE WELSH WRITING WALES 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Wales in Europe - questions of time
The Element of Water 

Two aspects are connected in terms of the idea of history as an enlightenment construct that emerges contemporaneously with the novel – and the nation state.

Linda Hutcheon on Historiographic metafiction – history or fiction? Significance of Benjamin – civilisation as document of barbarism

 
Seminar

1.	the double time frame 
·	Why? And what of the importance of (geographical) space? 
·	How does Wales figure?
·	How does that relate to issues of national identity? 
·	What kind of identity are we talking about – or are there different kinds? 

2.	what is the effect of the juxtaposition of Nazi and Imperial regimes? What do they share? Questions of continuity between regimes?
·	How are monsters constructed – (or angels) consider Rachel – constructed as a Jew. 
·	Why do the children bully Rachel? How do they actively MAKE her dirty? (What do you think of the policy of making the children crawl on the floor? What issues does this act raise in relation to the use/abuse of authority? ) 
·	Ideas of beauty – natural and artificial? 
·	of ‘Breeding? 
·	Relation of ideologies of gender and race?

3.	Why the leitmotif of swimming? 
·	How does that relate to lake Plon? – how does that lake function as a symbol in the text? 
·	Compare to Three Cliffs on the Gower 
(images avaiable: http://www.google.co.uk/images?q=three+cliffs+gower+swansea&um=1&ie=UTF-8&source=og&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wi&biw=853&bih=565) 
and relate function to to gender

4.	What about sex? 
·	Why is Michael so driven – and now uninterested? 
·	What of Paul’s attitude to it? 
·	What about the assumptions about Issie? (why does she have to leave ‘England’ anyway?) 
·	what about Gunther? 
·	The raped Effie with no teeth (why rotten teeth??)



Points of discussion:
Element – where is England here? 3 places and three times 
Brit Empire – Nazi Germany  - Wales as home space for Issie
Wales as place of mother/maternal imaginary space compared to law of the father  A father forced against his nature into that role (Gunther) the reduction of the masculine to a cliché (Paul Dahl)

-we are them and they are us 
Figures of the mother and the father: 
Mad mother monstrous father

How is the past figuired in the text? Its relation to space 
Quest for a new mythology, an understanding of why, a connection with the past

Orphanage  
p.128 – brotherhood stories and silences
p.133Your hands are not so clean 
p.138You English and we Germans 
p.155 talking the past  
p. 168 graveyard of mother stature of the Madonna 



