Catherine Hall is an historian whose work is primarily focused upon Britain and its empire; specifically, how British imperialism impacted life within Britian itself. Her work is centred on how the empire shaped British identities for both men and women, and how these were comprised alongside the ‘others’ within the empire. Hall is currently a Professor of Modern British Social and Cultural History at UCL. This annotated bibliography is composed of sources from Hall’s book ‘White, Male and Middle Class’, with the chapter entitled Missionary Stories: gender and ethnicity in England in the 1830s and 1840s the primary focus of this exercise. Also included are some historians who have been influenced by, or critical of, this aspect of Hall’s work.
Primary Sources
Hall, Catherine, ‘Missionary Stories: gender and ethnicity in England in the 1830s and 	1840s’, in White, Male and Middle Class: Explorations in Feminism and History 	(Polity Press, 1992), pp. 205-254
Within the introduction to her book White, Male and Middle Class: Explorations in Feminism and History, Hall maintains that only by constructing the ‘other’ can feminist historians establish differences between men and women. She carries this notion over into her chapter entitled ‘Missionary Stories: gender and ethnicity in England in the 1830s and 1840s’; here, Hall attempts to deconstruct the national identity formed by middle-class men in the nineteenth-century. These men spoke about race, gender and ethnicity on behalf of the nation, actively silencing those who were deemed disruptive to their view of society. The overarching aim of this chapter is to question how Englishness has been constructed as a national identity, with the understanding that ‘Englishness’ has marginalized other identities globally as well as locally (Welsh, Scottish etc.). Hall views gender, race and class as axes of power that simultaneously support and contradict each other, with her investigation into national identity rooted in the argument that the English can only recognise themselves in relation to others within the empire. The dynamic between white missionaries in Jamaica and the enslaved or emancipated peoples is the lens in which Hall uses to explore these ideas - particularly masculinity for white missionaries meaning freedom and white femininity being defined by domestic (and not outside) work. 
Secondary Sources
Anderson, Benedict, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 	Nationalism (Verso, 1983)
Anderson’s work aims to answer the fundamental question of nationalism: what it is, its limitations and the effects of denying or accepting it upon individuals and groups. Anderson is concerned with the notion that places such as the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland refuse their nationality within their names, exploring nationalism through three lenses. The first depicts nationalism as a limited theory with ‘elastic’ and ‘finite’ boundaries (p. 7); the second, nationalism as sovereign with religious influences; the third, nationalism as an imagined community due to deep feelings of camaraderie. He ascertains that everyone has a nationality because it is a socio-cultural concept. Anderson’s work provides Hall with the theory that Englishness is one of these imagined communities - a separate identity to British. 
Davidoff, Leonore, ‘‘Adam spoke first and named the orders of the World’: Masculine and 	Feminine Domains in History and Sociology’, in Politics of Everyday Life: Continuity 	and Change in Work and the Family, ed. by Helen Corr and Lynn Jamieson 	(MacMillian,1990), pp. 229-255 
Within this article Davidoff outlines the core similarities between the disciplines of history and sociology. Sociologists can enrich by considering time, relationships and society as separate ‘wholes’ (p. 229) that also combine, whilst historians recognise that the issues they examine are inextricably linked to society. He highlights several areas of commonality; both focus on the social construction of identity and the idea that genders manufacture social relations. Each level of our society has been constructed using gendered lines – language, images, expression etc., with sexual categories being built in terms of super- and sub-ordination. It is the notion that gendered ideas give the powerful control over resources, people and things (whilst also dictating how these interact) that informs Hall’s analysis of historical attitudes towards emancipation and how these affected black and white men respectively. 
Fisch, Audrey, ‘Black British Studies in the Victorian Period’, Victorian Literature and 	Culture, 30.1 (2002), pp. 353-356
This review analyses the then-current research trends relating to Anglo-African Literature, whilst wondering if the field itself is yet established within the discipline of Victorian studies. Fisch denounces popular literary collections such as the Norton Anthology as lacking diverse texts, demonstrating that the topics of slavery and colonialism are still not thought of as exclusively Victorian. However, Fisch analyses recently published works such as Catherine Hall’s White, Male and Middle Class: Explorations in Feminism and History as one of a series of important books that tackle this problem. 
Formes, Malia B., ‘Beyond Complicity Versus Resistance: Recent Work on Gender and 	European Imperialism’, Journal of Social History, 28.3 (1995), pp. 629-641
Formes’ exploration into feminist history and imperialism outlines the problems with modern research methodologies. She explains that feminist histories that are written from a Western perspective over-emphasise the contributions of women at the expense of others within the colonial setting. They tend to search for interracial sisterhood between Western women and colonised / indigenous / enslaved women, and consequently the complexities of colonial social relations and the gendered nature of imperial rule has not been sufficiently examined. Thus, Formes aims to explore the intersecting topics of gender and imperialism by exploring the works and methods of several historians including Hall. Within this article, Hall’s chapter ‘Missionary Stories: gender and ethnicity in England in the 1830s and 1840s’ is praised for recognising the shortcomings of analysing gender and imperialism through a race/gender hierarchy system that ordered society: instead, Hall presents the notion of these experiences being thought of as axes of power that sometimes reinforce each other, and other times contradict each other. Formes notes that, while insightful, Hall’s approach does not address a methodological strategy for conducting a study consistent with the theoretical approach. 
Said, Edward W., Orientalism (Penguin, 1985)
Said writes that the Orient is an integral part of European material civilisation and culture: it is the place of Europe’s oldest colonies, a source of languages and civilisations. For the West, the Orient represents the most frequent image of the Other. The West is defined through this Other – the Orient is the contrasting idea, experience, personality and image needed to construct Western identity. Hall uses Said’s ‘strategic formation’ theory when analysing the relationship between texts that interfered within the political landscape of Jamaica as well as British opinions about said political events; she analyses how the authors of these texts would reference and praise each other within their work, allowing the text to obtain power within the culture at large.
