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CHAPTER 8 - THE MEMORIAL PROJECTS IN THE TOWNS OF CARMARTHENSHIRE AND CARDIGANSHIRE

8.1   INTRODUCTION

Recognition of the cultural differences between the towns of Pembrokeshire is central to an understanding of the commemoration process in that part of west Wales. Likewise the wide sweep of towns in the remaining two counties will also require distinctions to be made between the numerous rural market towns of the hinterland, the coastal communities of Cardiganshire, and the small industrial communities around Llanelli. The historic market towns along the River Teifi such as Newcastle Emlyn, Llandysul, Lampeter and Llanybydder, and along the River Towy at Llandeilo and Llandovery, were predominantly Welsh speaking and served rural communities that, at the outbreak of war, were witnessing a period of economic downturn and depopulation. Arguably, Lampeter, with its thriving college, faced a less gloomy economic outlook, and along with its larger coastal neighbour, Aberystwyth, will be dealt with separately from other communities, as seats of learning. Down the coast from Aberystwyth other communities such as New Quay were, for the most part, commercial fishing and shipbuilding centres with a tradition of sending their ‘sons’ away to sea. Aberaeron was and still is unique; the Regency-style buildings remain testimony to economic prosperity and, from the early decades of the nineteenth century, the town’s status as both a major trading port and centre for ship building along the Cardigan coast. 
Contrast elegant Aberaeron with the industrial communities of south Carmarthenshire. Kidwelly, although dominated by an impressive twelfth century Norman castle, had been, since the mid eighteenth century, a thriving centre for tinplate production, forming part of an extended industry that earned the area the sobriquet ‘Tinopolis’. By the outbreak of the Great War four hundred people were employed in tin production in the town. The movement of precious anthracite coal out of the Gwendraeth valley, from coalfields in and around the town of Pontyberem, through a complex of canals, wagonways and eventually rail networks, saw the emergence of the town of Burry Port around the existing harbour complex. Along with its neighbour Pembrey it would grow into the largest town in the area, outside of Llanelli, and one able to support an extensive commemoration scheme post-war. During the early decades of the twentieth century the coastal area west of Llanelli was a bustling industrial landscape that saw the movement of iron ore and limestone as well as coal and tin; a far cry from the rural communities of north Carmarthenshire and Cardiganshire. 

8.2   THE SEATS OF LEARNING - PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AT ABERYSTWYTH AND LAMPETER

Events in Aberystwyth remain testimony to the fact that communities were beginning the process of commemoration well before the end of hostilities. As early as June 19161 a committee was set up to discuss how the town would commemorate the fallen. The thin line between honouring the dead and acts of commemoration was highlighted through the display of a roll of honour at the town library throughout the latter part of the war. Corresponding to advice given by the Foreign Office, the _________________________
1.  See National Library of Wales (NLW), Aberystwyth War Memorial Committee minutes (AWMC), 

6 June 1916. 

roll was displayed in a glass case surmounted by two Union Jacks; later, fresh flowers were added. Commonplace in workplaces, religious establishments and other public places throughout the war years, this display, like others, recorded those who had enlisted.  

At the end of hostilities, Aberystwyth was offered, through the offices of the Lord Lieutenant of Cardiganshire, various artillery pieces to display in or around the town. Councillor Edwards ‘thought the offer absurd considering what the town had done in the war’.2   It was even suggested that a captured U-boat be put on display in the harbour. The placement of three German gun pieces on the Promenade in January 1919 only brought protests from local residents and their removal to nearby Corporation Yard. Eventually the National War Savings Committee offered a tank as a ‘permanent memorial to the town’s effort in subscribing during the war’.3 In January 1920 Tank 724 duly arrived and was put on display in the Castle grounds.       

 With the Armistice it was resolved ‘that the Aberystwyth town memorial should take the form of a statue or monument worthy of the heroism and sacrifice of our ________________________
2.   Ivens, Roger, ‘A Survey of Sources for the First World War in Aberystwyth’ (Unpublished MSc: University of Wales, Aberystwyth, 1997), p.43, see also Ceredigion Records Office, Aberystwyth Borough Council  minutes (ABCM), 1918, p.451 and Cambrian News 13 December 1918.

3.   Ivens, p.43, see also Ceredigion Records Office, ABCM, 1919, p.161.

fellow townsmen, to be erected on a prominent site’.4 It was also resolved that a committee of thirty-three members be formed which would include three women and four veterans as well as members of the Borough Council. 

From these early discussions, it was the dual option involving a monument together with the provision of a YMCA institute that gained the upper hand among organisers. Other utilitarian alternatives that were discussed included a scholarship to improve the education of children of the fallen, and the distribution of the money raised among bereaved families. The YMCA institute was seen ‘to provide for the social life of the young men and women of the town’.5  

 
Considering the pace of developments usually associated with memorial projects throughout west Wales, what eventually evolved, out of a determination of the organisers of the Aberystwyth memorial to achieve results, was unique. A ‘Lightning Campaign’6 the aim of which was to raise £10,000 (£3,000 for the building and £7,000 towards the statue - the most expensive monument in west Wales). Religious establishments, newspapers, posters, even film services were used to announce the campaign. Collection envelopes were issued to each household, and _________________________
4.  NLW, AWMC minutes, 11 April 1919. 
5.  NLW, AWMC minutes, 23 April 1919 - the poster calling for a public meeting to discuss the dual option is contained in Appendix 5. 
6. NLW, AWMC minutes, 17 November 1919, - the notice for this campaign which took place in early January 1920 is contained in Appendix 6; notice the attraction of the war tank. The display of ordnance (usually a tank or gun piece) was commonplace in the towns of Britain in the post-war period (for many years a tank guarded the entrance to the memorial park at Pembroke Dock). The reader will recall arguments over the use of a German gun piece as a memorial at Ammanford, see above Chapter 6.3. 

appeals made to ‘two hundred old Aberystwythians throughout the United Kingdom’.7 Interest groups as diverse as the National Eisteddfod Committee, the Ystwyth Operatic Society, the College Pierrot Party and the local Cycling Club were approached for funds.8                       

The initial returns were not encouraging; only £3,000 was raised. In response, the deadline for funds was put back one week, resulting in the collection of a further £2,000,9 which allowed the purchase of suitable buildings in or near the town centre. The aim of the scheme was to provide two buildings; firstly an institute for young men at the Old Metropole building in the town, and secondly, a similar facility for young women at a newly purchased building on the North Parade.10 Eventually the entrance hall to the completed YMCA building would be adorned with a large oak frame holding the photographs of Aberystwyth men killed in action. Above, the inscription ‘Our Fallen Heroes, 1914-1918’ was proudly displayed. Underneath was placed a table for holding flowers where ‘vases were reserved for the use of relatives and friends of the fallen who wished to place flowers on anniversaries of death or birthday’.11
Professional advice regarding the monument was sought through the offices of Havard Thomas, Professor of Sculpture at the University of London. His choice _________________________

7.  Ivens, p.42. 

8.  See NLW, AWMC minutes, 1 January 1920.   

9.  See Ivens, p.42; also Cambrian News, 16 January 1920, 30 January 1920 and 13 February 1920. 

10.  See NLW, AWMC minutes, 17 February 1920; also Cambrian News, 20 February 1920 and 22 April 1921.

11.  Ivens,p.42.

of site for the town monument was the Castle grounds situated near what was then the main college and commanding beautiful views over Cardigan Bay. Sadly Professor Thomas did not live to see his ideas get off the ground, and on his death responsibility for the monument design transferred to Professor Mario Rutelli, (1859-1941) of Palermo, who was in the town to complete a memorial at the local Tabernacle chapel. In July 1921 a figurative design was put forward at a cost of £3,600 (for the bronze work only) and a further £800 for the stonework (quarried locally at Ystrad Meurig).12  These costs were proving difficult to meet, and a meeting was held in December 1921 ‘to impress upon the inhabitants…the urgent need for money’.13 In the following January a financial statement produced by the Committee admitted that ‘at least £3,000 was required to complete the work’.14 All the while the overdraft negotiated with the National and Provincial Union Bank was growing, and despite an improvement in the financial situation, by September 1923 organisers still found it necessary to arrange public events to help meet the deficit, namely, a ‘Grand Three Day Bazaar’ to be held at the University College. Alderman Barclay Jenkins expressed the feelings of many in the town, exclaiming, ‘we want the debt cleared and do not want to be reminded continually that the memorial has not been paid for’.15A total of £2,300 was raised through the bazaar, just short of the required amount.  Despite the ‘lightning campaign’ it seems that the dual option had burdened the town with an overdraft it could have well done without.
_________________________

12.  See NLW, AWMC minutes, 7 July 1921 and 15 July 1921.

13.  NLW, AWMC minutes, 19 December 1921. 

14.  NLW, AWMC minutes, 24 January 1922. 

15.  Cambrian News,  21 September 1923.

A shortfall in funds there may have been, but the organisers in Aberystwyth had proved that a determined and well organised campaign could be effective, leaving the town with the legacy of a professionally crafted and aesthetically pleasing monument, as well as a brand new social facility unmatched within the town, outside the College. 
Although memorials depicting peace or victory through female figurative art are less common than the soldier figure, there can be no argument that the monument at the front in Aberystwyth is among the most impressive in west Wales. More accurately the Aberystwyth memorial consists of a set of figurative sculptures designed by Rutelli. Standing at sixty-five feet high, the monument is capped by an orb supporting the winged figure of victory in bronze. At the base of the pedestal, of local Ystrad Meurig stone, the figure of Hope is seen emerging out of an entangled wood, while emerging out of the shaft is a Red Dragon, emblematic of Wales. Inscriptions include the verse from John 15. 13, and ‘Dros Ryddid’ (For Freedom). The allegory present in a complex figurative monument like the Aberystwyth memorial can lead to ambiguity over meaning. Does it convey ‘victory’, ‘peace’ or ‘peace through victory’? As with the monument at Haverfordwest, recognition of the town’s Welsh identity is conspicuous both through language and a figurative presence. Other examples of female figurative art in west Wales include the Pontrhydfendigaid memorial and the memorial at Croescoch near St David’s. This latter example consists of a beautifully carved figure together with laurel leaf, and commemorates nine local men (Plate 17). At the unveiling of Rutelli’s work in September 1923, the congregation included elements of the Salvation Army, while the monument was decked in the Union Jack (although the Welsh national anthem was sung at the end of the ceremony). In a ‘roped off enclosure, premier place was given to the relatives of the fallen’.16
At Lampeter, interest in the need to provide a memorial was growing despite an inauspicious start. Unlike other projects in the area, the relatives of the fallen would decide the type of memorial adopted. Rees Davies of the War Memorial Committee told members ‘that I had made it my duty to go around those bereaved families’, adding that ‘they all gave me to understand their desire was to see a monument erected’.17 Many members made it known that they could not conceive of the Committee deciding against the wishes of the bereaved families, and the vote of the members reflected this opinion at the time (seventeen for a monument and only four in favour of the alternative recreation park and monument).18 Arguments did persist though.


Other options discussed at the time were many and varied. At a public meeting in April 1919, as well as the monument and recreation field, those present discussed the provision of a cottage hospital and even a girls school, underlining the status educational pursuits were given in the college town. The hospital scheme was supported by Alderman Walter Davies at an earlier meeting, who, aware of the expense involved in such a venture, ‘suggested appealing to the parishes…in that _________________________

16.  Cambrian News, 21 September 1923.
17.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 1 April 1919. 

18.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 1 April 1919. 
way the money difficulty might be overcome’.19  The costs were discussed in some detail; it was estimated that a single bed would cost £70 per annum to maintain, and to ‘build and partly endow a hospital would require at least £9,000 to £10,000’.20  Many expressed doubts over the town’s ability to achieve such targets through public subscriptions; however others, such as the Reverend Oswald Williams, felt that Lampeter, with a new hospital facility, would be in an ideal position to take advantage of the nascent Government Clinic Scheme. With a sideswipe at certain members of the community over their conduct during the conflict, he suggested that ‘some profiteers might get rid of some of their blood money by subscribing liberally and easing their consciences’.21   

The public park alternative, which included a recreation area together with a monument holding the names of the fallen, was supported by the likes of Mr C.S. Smith who made it clear ‘he wanted a monument to commemorate the deeds of their brave dead, and a park, so that those… who had returned might spend their leisure hours in’.22  It was hoped that this facility would cater for numerous events including sports days, eisteddfodau and agricultural shows, which in turn would raise money for its upkeep, thus ensuring that the enterprise would be self-sufficient. Many were of the view that such a memorial would have been the favoured option of those who had not returned, if it was at all possible to canvas them. Mr Charles Evans combined _________________________
19.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1 Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 4 February 1919.
20.   Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1 Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 4 February 1919.

21.   Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1 Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 4 February 1919. 

22.   Carmarthen Journal, 11 April 1919.   
these sentiments with a more practical reason, stating, ‘our respected dead heroes would be pleased to see a park…and Lampeter needed a park’.23  

Despite this range of options, it was the monument scheme that was winning the argument, not only at committee level but also within the minds of the general public. At a public vote in April 1919 the monument option attracted one hundred and ninety-two supporters, against the combined recreation park and monument total of one hundred and fifty-six. The school option came a poor third with eleven votes, whilst, surprisingly, the cottage hospital scheme attracted the support of just one member of the public present at the meeting.24 These figures are also testimony to the enthusiasm shown over the need to provide a memorial scheme in the town, just five months following the Armistice. Compared with the numbers present at other public meetings throughout west Wales, the Lampeter turnout was very encouraging for the organisers; it may be recalled that at nearby Carmarthen, public meetings at this time could only muster between twenty and forty souls.


It was perhaps foreseeable that the monument proposal would be adopted, given the support the scheme enjoyed from the likes of Professor A.W. Scott of St David’s College Lampeter. He believed that ‘the gallant lads must be put up somewhere substantial so that we may never forget them’.25 It must also be remembered that many outlying communities were planning their own tributes to the _________________________
23.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 4 February 1919.  

24.  See Carmarthen Journal, 11 April 1919.   
25.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1 Lampeter War Memorial minutes 4 February 1919.

fallen, which would have limited their ability to support an ambitious district-based scheme involving, for example, a cottage hospital. This fact only added to the non-viability of utilitarian schemes in sparsely populated areas such as rural Cardiganshire. Most significantly, the views of the bereaved families, as canvassed by Rees Davies, proved the deciding factor in the minds of both the general public and those charged with providing a suitable memorial, and once canvassed it would have been inconceivable for them to be ignored. Consequently, for the pro-monument campaigners the views of the bereaved families of Lampeter had proved useful propaganda.


Professional advice was to play an important role in events leading to the erection of the monument in Lampeter. As early as February 1919, Doctor Walker of the Memorial Committee, and pro-monument stalwart, had approached the Royal Academy of Arts for guidance. The response was unequivocal, (and mirrored similar attitudes in Aberystwyth), namely, ‘that a competent scholar be asked to execute a ‘Victory’ or some other ideal figure’.26 Gilbert Bayes of the Royal Academy was considered at this stage; however the town was eventually able to secure the services of William Goscombe John. His appointment was universally welcomed. Mr W. Lewis believed that the townspeople should feel ‘proud that such an eminent sculptor…. had offered to give to them his experienced help’.27 Undoubtedly, such patronage, secured at an early stage in the commemoration process, not only infused 
_________________________

26.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 25 February 1919. 
27.  Carmarthen Journal, 11 April 1919.
an element of civic pride into the scheme, but also set a firm precedent for neighbouring towns to follow. And follow they did; as already highlighted, both Llanelli and Carmarthen were to secure the services of William Goscombe John. In April 1919 he made the first of a series of visits to the town to discuss both the type of monument and the most appropriate site. In the presence of the full Memorial Committee Goscombe John let it be known that one proposed site, at the junction of College Street and Bryn Road, was a ‘purely admirable one’.28   He also made it clear that any worthy monument would not cost less than £2,000, and that this figure should be the target of any fund-raising endeavour. It was also agreed during this visit that the figure would be of bronze supported by a granite plinth.  
From these encounters evolved a determined effort to raise the necessary funds.  The town was divided into separate districts and canvassers were appointed to each; the public were also invited to discuss possible money-making ideas. Substantial donations had already been made, including five donations of one hundred guineas each from members of the Committee (two of whom had lost sons in the war). It was hoped that these examples would act as an incentive and prick consciences, so ‘that those townspeople who have not felt such bitterly sad bereavements will come forward with handsome donations’.29 It soon became clear that such action was necessary, as many officials were expressing dissatisfaction over the levels of subscriptions being collected. Among them was one Major Harford, who blamed the indifferent response on a lack of tangible evidence that progress _________________________
28.  Carmarthen Journal, 25 April 1919.
29.  Carmarthen Journal, 25 April 1919. 
was being made. He suggested ‘that the sculptor should submit a small plasticine model’.30 The local press shared these concerns; in an article entitled ‘Apathy’, it was reported that ‘enough enthusiasm is not shown in the erection of the monument…this backwardness in supporting a memorial to the fallen is unpardonable’.31 It was even suggested at this time that the project be abandoned.

It never came to that, and by April the following year Major Harford’s suggestion had been taken up with the submission of a model of the Lampeter monument. The British soldier decked out in full trench kit did not meet the approval of all members of the Committee. Alderman Walter Davies suggested something of a ‘more symbolic figure’32 was required. Others saw this form of depiction as too commonplace and evident in many other towns and villages in the area. Goscombe John disagreed, to him ‘the fact would remain the man in khaki was the winner of the war for us’, and his aim was to ‘typify the victor…to make the figure an inspiring one’.33 His views prevailed and the khaki-clad warrior was officially adopted as the town memorial. The ability of the townspeople to meet the challenge of raising sufficient funds was now put to the test.

Over the next eighteen months various fund-raising activities took place, including a very successful bazaar in the late summer of 1921 which netted nearly _________________________
30. Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 1 July 1919.
31.  Carmarthen Journal, 25 May 1919.
32.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 9 April 1920.
33.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 9 April 1920.
£880 for the fund.34 By Christmas it was reported that the Mayor ‘was happy to find that, after discharging all liabilities the committee had a very substantial balance in hand’.35 In fact it stood at £387.10.0. which was set aside for the upkeep of the site. 

The display of more human qualities and movement can be found in the work of Goscombe John. At Lampeter, as opposed to the ambiguity associated with the ‘soldier on guard’ or ‘soldier with reversed rifle’ depictions common in the area, the figure at the end of College Street comes to life, as was the intent of the sculptor (Plate 12). The determined ‘Tommy’, in full trench kit, formed part of Goscombe John’s overall aim to avoid an ‘all around site’,36 concentrating his efforts on one front with the aim of enhancing the monument. Such professional scrutiny did not come cheap; the Lampeter project cost almost four times that of Milford Haven. The forty-one townspeople are listed in alphabetical order, save one exception. As with Cosheston, a nurse is given pride of place at the head of the list. The inscription also marks her out for mention; it reads,


To the immortal memory of the men of Lampeter and of Nurse Ella Richards Who died in the Great War 1914-1919. Nobly they gave their duty and their lives defending their homes and the honour of their country.

‘Mewn anghof ni cant fod’ (They shall not be forgotten) follows. The Welsh language played a part in the development of the scheme, although as an issue it was _________________________
34.  Appendix 7 gives details of the monies raised at the bazaar. The commercial life of Lampeter in the 1920s is mirrored in the ‘receipts’ column detailing local businesses that took part in the event.

35.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 29 December 1921.
36.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 17 April 1919. 
absent of the confrontational edge evident in Fishguard. During February 1919, at the early meetings discussing the way forward, two delegates made addresses in their native language, they were David Jones of Alltgoch, who spoke against the rival hospital project, and also Dan Hughes.37 Otherwise proceedings were carried out and recorded in English.

The unveiling took place in October 1921, but some months before, preparations began on compiling a list of the fallen to be commemorated on the Lampeter memorial. As with the memorial choice, the bereaved families were approached and the list of names displayed in several places in the town in order that any omissions could be reported and future disappointment and embarrassment avoided. Arguments over whom exactly in the district was to be included on the monument did occur; should the fallen of Cellan and Pencarreg be included as both communities were developing their own projects? Alderman Walter Davies thought not, and his view prevailed, as it was decided that if a surrounding parish was known to be erecting a memorial ‘the names of boys from those parishes should not be engraved on the Lampeter monument’.38 It was also noted by Alderman Lewis Jones that some bereaved parents in the town were reluctant to put their son’s name forward ‘because they could not afford to subscribe to the funds’.39 The initial list held thirty-_________________________
37.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 25 February 1919 - although the minutes were transcribed in English throughout, and only records that these two speakers had addressed the meeting in Welsh.  Apart from a reference to Jones’ anti-hospital stance, what they actually said is not recorded.

38.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 3 February 1921.

39.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 3 February 1921.

seven names and the later addendum held nine. Only four on the second list were accepted, one Cellan man was left off, as were those deemed to have only worked in the town.40

As a postscript to events in Lampeter, mention must be made of the college Great War memorial. Situated in St David’s chapel, the wooden memorial, complete with a carving of Christ at Calvary, holds the names of thirty-three alumni who did not return. They are displayed in alphabetical order, without mention of rank, but the cap badges of the units they served under are on display. The memorial inscription is in Latin.
8.3   FROM COAST TO COAST  AND  MARKET TOWN TO ‘TINOPOLIS’.


Not all the towns of Cardiganshire could afford the services of the likes of Goscombe John or Rutelli to give artistic advice regarding the appropriateness of one monument or another. Communities such as Llanybydder were compelled to use local craftsmen, who tended to favour traditional and recognisable designs, in this case a granite obelisk. The Cenotaph, despite its classical origins, may have come across as a fresh image to project organisers in 1919, but the obelisk did not. Its presence in cemetery art, particularly during the Victorian period and in the commemoration of military noteworthies such as Wellington at Phoenix Park Dublin, or, of more relevance here, Thomas Picton at Carmarthen,41 made it a familiar and _________________________
40.  Ceredigion Records Office, LPM/SE/2/1, Lampeter War Memorial minutes, 3 February 1921.
41.  See above in Chapter 4.2.
ubiquitous form. Even accounting for the absence of any Christian religious significance, its previous applications meant the obelisk was seen as tasteful, uplifting, and even patriotic, while exuding ancient and classical greatness. It was also less costly than more elaborate sculptures. Llanybydder chose to erect a granite angular obelisk in the very heart of the community on the Carmarthen to Lampeter road. Inscriptions are embossed in Welsh only, while the ages of the fifteen men and one woman are included. To highlight the ages can be construed as an attempt to underline the sacrifices made, as many were barely adult. The youngest was W.T. Davies of Llygaderwyn at eighteen, while Joan Davies of Blaenpant was just nineteen.

At Newcastle Emlyn, local dignitaries were under pressure to contribute to the Carmarthen County scheme, when in the late summer of 1922 it was ‘resolved that the Chairman and Mr Rhys Jones be appointed to attend at Carmarthen, re: the question of a…memorial for the County’.42 Despite being relatively cheap and spacious, stone memorials did not prove as popular as obelisks or figurative monuments. Newcastle Emlyn chose a non-religious rhyolite stone but chose to erect it in the vicinity of the parish church of St Tyfriog and Bethel chapel (Plate 9). At an impressive ten foot it commemorates twenty-nine men, by rank and unit, from the town and surrounding area. Two names, Corporal Thomas Thomas and Private Samuel Richard Jones, were added later. For one reason or another, many of the fallen were simply left off original lists. Often these were reviewed and recompiled _________________________
42.  Carmarthen Records Office, Newcastle Emlyn Rural District Council minutes, 30 August 1922.

after extensive research and consultation with bereaved families, and from this many of the fallen were included on so-called B lists; this was the case at Newcastle Emlyn. In the Samuel Jones case the confusion could have arisen from the fact that the army medic had died at home in July 1917 and was actually buried at St Tyfriog’s churchyard. Compiling names for inclusion on the local memorial was not straightforward, and required both sensitivity and a degree of diplomacy, with the concerns of bereaved families always a priority with organisers.  

Other Cardiganshire towns were able to inject greater resources into the commemoration process, opting for a more expensive utilitarian memorial. Both Tregaron and the coastal town of New Quay chose memorial halls. Emulating other communities throughout west Wales, the authorities at New Quay gave a cool response to the calls from Cardiff to support the Welsh National Memorial scheme.43 Another coastal resort, Aberaeron, also chose a memorial hall; here during a lively meeting held at the end of June 1919, a variety of potential sites were discussed before it was decided on a site along the South Road.44 However arguments persisted, as the local press sarcastically reported later that year, ‘it is very encouraging to the executive committee…that the leading men (so called) should make it their business…to try and get Commander Gwynne to break his promises and to withhold the site on the Square Field for the proposed hall. Unity is the only stronghold, and _________________________

43.  See Carmarthen Journal, 20 June 1919. Angela Gaffney believes that the existence of small local schemes was the most common reason for the reluctance to support a National Memorial in Cardiff; citing New Quay as a prime example - see ‘The Great War in Wales: Memory and Monuments in Ceredigion’, Ceredigion, XIV No. 1, p.140.   

44.  See Carmarthen Journal, 4 July 1919.
is sadly lacking in the people of Aberaeron’.45 A brass plaque in the lobby remembers  twenty-five men from the town (Plate 27). Uniquely, the fallen are divided into three categories, namely, army, navy and merchant marine, of which there are eight of the latter, and a sole munitions worker, Evan Leonard of the Prince of Wales Inn. Down the coast at New Quay, a plaque outside the memorial hall lists forty-two names in alphabetical order, with addresses. Visitors to New Quay are greeted with a Welsh inscription (Plate 28). Elsewhere in Cardiganshire, the hall at Tregaron has inscriptions in English and Welsh on plaques either side of the main entrance, which list sixteen names
Where to site a war memorial proved as searching a question as what type for many projects. The need to associate the physicality of a monument with those being commemorated usually resulted in the fixing of the memorial site in or near the centre of the community, usually near a school or a public space associated with the young men of the town or village. Other variables had to be taken into consideration, including costs, the availability of land, or benevolent offers of land from local dignitaries. Despite the widespread use of Christian allegory, many projects chose to site their memorials outside church lands, although many in west Wales were placed near a church or chapel. This subject will be dealt with in more detail in later chapters, but it must be remembered that a number of town projects did choose the parish church as a site to memorialise their dead. Among these was Llandeilo.

_________________________

45.  Carmarthen Journal, 5 September 1919.
No project better illustrates the problem of apathy and lack of progress than events in Llandeilo. A committee had been inaugurated by the Borough Council to deal with the issue as early as 1919, but the response for the appeal for funds had been abysmal. By January 1927 just £70 had been raised, leading the Chairman of the Committee, Councillor T.M. Williams, to conclude that, ‘it was evident that there was a lack of interest, maybe owing to the fact that the churches and chapels were erecting memorials of their own’.46 It is not difficult to suggest parallels here with events in Fishguard, as Llandeilo also had to compete with neighbouring projects that were tapping into limited resources. Many potential contributors saw the church or chapel memorial as a sufficient expression of a community’s thanks to those who had made the supreme sacrifice. It was inevitable that a more ambitious scheme would prove difficult to fulfil in such a climate.
Problems over money and lack of progress led the community leaders at Ffairfach, a small satellite village just over the River Teifi from Llandeilo, to demand a return of the contributions they had made to the town scheme. This was not agreed to willingly; at a meeting of the Llandeilo project committee in December 1928, it was only the casting vote of the Chairman that allowed the return of the money. This cash eventually helped pay for a separate memorial at Ffairfach. This left the Llandeilo fund in dire straits, as it now totalled just £62.10.0.47 On a more positive note, local landowner Lord Dynevor had made it known that a recent offer of a free _________________________

46.   Amman Valley Chronicle, 27 January 1927. 
47.  Amman Valley Chronicle, 13 December 1928.
site for any monumental option remained open.48 Despite this generosity, the lack of funds precluded any ambitious scheme, whether in the form of a monument or utilitarian alternative. What eventually emerged can be described as an extended version of a typical church memorial. The memorial at St Teilo’s consisted of wooden altar panels commemorating, not only church members, but all of the fallen from the town and surrounding areas, a total of seventy-five men. Other town projects in the area also chose to site a memorial within a church, including the district memorial at St Tyssul’s in Llandysul. A distinction must be made here between church-based memorials such as the ones at Llandeilo and Llandysul, which represented all those from each town who perished, and, for example, the roll of honour plaque at  Holy Trinity in Aberaeron, which was erected to remember parish members only (as already highlighted, the town chose a community hall as a memorial).

Nearby, at Llandovery, an alternative route was taken by residents. Despite the vicar of one local parish, Llandingat, urging those involved to ‘sink all petty ideas and to adopt one memorial which would be popular and a credit to the whole community’,49 early consultations, which alluded to the erection of a parish-only memorial, were dogged by disagreements between parish and borough interests (although, it was eventually agreed to merge both interests and erect a memorial to all those from the town and surrounding areas who had not returned). Agreement over _________________________

48.  Amman Valley Chronicle, 13 December 1928.
49.  Carmarthen Journal, 18 July 1919.

the type of memorial was not so forthcoming. Options on the table included a monument, an ornamental playground, and, reflecting Llandovery’s status as a seat of learning, (a public school had been established in the town since 1848), the foundation of a scholarship for a child of a fallen soldier.50 At this early stage the playground remained the preferred memorial, although at one time a Celtic cross became the favoured option; neither would be the final choice. While a number of religious establishments within the town were erecting tablets to those of their congregations who had not returned, a development which also saw rivalry between church and chapel, progress remained slow as far as the town memorial was concerned. Certainly pressure was being exerted by the county scheme at Carmarthen for funds, and on a number of occasions officials were invited to attend the meetings at the county town to discuss matters and ‘to seek the aid of parish and district councils…with a view to a canvassing campaign for funds’.51 One such invitation requested a Llandovery representative at the consultation with Goscombe John. It was finally resolved to delegate the task of organising a collection for the Carmarthen memorial onto the Mayor, and him alone, allowing a free hand for others to concentrate on the town scheme.52 
Finally, at a public meeting in March 1921, it was decided to begin afresh and from there all decisions were made at a public level. The result was a renewed consensus among organisers as to whom the memorial at Llandovery was to represent _________________________
50.  See Carmarthen Journal, 18 July 1919. Despite a separate campaign to raise funds, the College did not erect a memorial. 

51.  Carmarthen Records Office, Llandovery Rural District Council (RDC) minutes, 28 March 1923.

52.  See Carmarthen Records Office, Llandovery RDC minutes, 9 April 1923.

- the fallen of the borough - as well as a reiteration of the important link between public participation and financial support, with the Mayor believing that ‘when public money was raised, the public should certainly have a voice in spending it’.53 What did not emerge at first was consensus over the type of memorial. Many were in earnest, including the Secretary of the fund, D.T.M. Jones, who believed that unless a choice was made, ‘motorists passing through might conclude they had no memorial in place’.54 This anxiety and expression of civic pride was eventually to result in the choice of a bronze figurative monument of a British soldier with rifle reversed, situated in the centre of Broad Street, and clearly in the site of motorists travelling along the main road. The final decision had come about following a period of much local disagreement and rivalry, but eventually unanimity emerged over the need to move on and emulate other rival projects. However, despite alluding to general public support and the participation in the project from all quarters, these petty jealousies and disagreements seemed to have negated the involvement of at least one group of people, the bereaved. The question as to who was to provide the sculpture still remained outstanding and it was resolved to allow a number of different tenders to be put forward for consideration, both from local concerns and professional businesses from outside the area. In May 1921 it was agreed that the Secretary should make enquiries as to the cost of the Boer War memorial situated on the Town Hall grounds in Llanelli, with a desire to emulate that particular figurative monument. _________________________
53.  Carmarthen Journal, 1 April 1921.

54.  Carmarthen Journal, 1 April 1921. 
Such a course of action leads Robin Barlow to conclude that there was ‘no attempt at originality, or a desire to move forward’.55 A conclusion given greater credence by the fact that organisers eventual chose the option put forward by Messrs Boulton of London, which comprised of a near identical figurative monument to the one that graced Euston Station in London.  

In August 1921 a ‘Grand Fete and Gala’ was held including various stalls and a shooting gallery; it raised over £382 for the fund. A Whit Monday sports day raised a further £41, whilst a reception fund for returning soldiers raised a similar amount. By the time of the unveiling in October 1922, these contributions, together with general subscriptions, totalled £900, well in sight of the eventual cost of the monument of £940.56 As with other projects such as Lampeter, the task of collecting subscriptions included door-to-door visits, each volunteer being allocated a part of the town or surrounding area. The final account was to show a surplus and the Secretary of the fund was able to confidently report that ‘a sum of £23.9.0. remained in the treasurer’s hand’.57
 At Llandovery, the Euston station replica stands at seven foot. Ambiguity in the stance of the bronze soldier with reversed arms is ever present, as it can be seen to represent the dead through martial bearing, or a soldier mourning the loss of comrades. Set in a polished-grey granite base, the inscription honours forty-three men _________________________

55. Barlow, Robin, ‘Aspects of the Great War in Carmarthenshire’ (Unpublished PhD Thesis: University of Wales, Lampeter, 2000), p.348.
56.  Amman Valley Chronicle, 26 October 1922.

57.  Carmarthen Records Office, Llandovery RDC minutes, 11 May 1923. 
in alphabetical order by name only, without mention of rank or unit. The absence of any Welsh script is perhaps surprising in this part of rural Carmarthenshire. Llandovery’s near neighbour, Llanwrda, opted for a similar soldier with reversed rifle, (in Sicilan marble, reflecting a very successful money-raising campaign), but this time chose to inscribe its memorial in Welsh only. Here seven names are listed, with one soldier, Private R.A Rolfe, singled out as having died at home from the effects of war.
The small industrial towns around Llanelli were a hive of activity in the years following the Armistice. At Pontyberem the rich cultural life of the mining community was directed towards raising funds for a memorial institute. The 29th July 1919 was set aside as a ‘Peace Demonstration Holiday’,58 with choral and recitation competitions held for all ages. Later in the year at a similar event it was reported that ‘there was never a more crowded audience in the public hall…every available seat was occupied and scores failed to obtain admission’.59 Other nearby towns, such as Tumble, were content with a relatively modest memorial; the cost of a tablet erected in the existing public hall had been met early on with the surplus money already earmarked, the local paper reporting that ‘ample funds are in hand and we understand that the committee will remember the dependents of the fallen’.60 In contrast the residents of Burry Port were able to set aside a large area off Parc y Minos Street for the purposes of remembering the town dead. This not only consisted of a _________________________
58.  Llanelli Mercury, 10 July 1919.
59.  Llanelli Mercury, 30 October 1919.
60.  Llanelli Mercury, 17 July 1919.
memorial cross and surrounding gardens, but opposite, alongside the existing institute, a memorial hall; in the vicinity can also be found the ‘Memorial Park and Recreation Ground’.

At Kidwelly, pressure from neighbouring schemes was beginning to affect the progress of the emerging project. Once again a commitment to support the county scheme at Carmarthen was conflicting with local demands. Correspondence between the Town Clerk and the Council highlights the dilemma faced by organisers; in it the Clerk made clear ‘there will be some arrangements made undoubtedly to invite subscriptions, but unfortunately a house-to-house canvas has been proceeding for the last two months for the local memorial which is undoubtedly clashing’.61 However, the possibility of the people of Kidwelly supporting both schemes was not discounted out of hand. In a letter to J.T. Harries, Secretary of the influential Farmers Union, the Clerk claimed ‘it will be possible to invite subscriptions and to obtain some support for the County Scheme, which will of course also commemorate all Kidwelly boys lost in the war’.62 Such sentiments seemed to have had the desired effect as a decision had already been made to lend support to the Carmarthen memorial.63
The figurative monument that was eventually erected did have its detractors. Many had originally supported the rival Memorial Institute scheme to be situated at Hill Field,64 but the cost of such a scheme, coupled with demands from elsewhere _________________________
61. Carmarthen Records Office, ACC 6501/5 Kidwelly Town Council letter book, 12 April 1923.

62.  Carmarthen Records Office, ACC 6501/5 Kidwelly Town Council letter book, 1 May 1923. 

63.  See Carmarthen Records Office, Kidwelly Borough Council minutes, 20 April 1923.

64.  See Carmarthen Records Office, Kidwelly Borough Council minutes, 15 April 1921.

(not least from the numerous church and chapel plaques within the town), saw the relatively inexpensive monument adopted. It had also been made public at the time that the land chosen as the site of the monument had been donated free of charge by the then Deputy Mayor, Doctor J.R. Griffiths, along with his sister Mary Griffiths;65  such generosity could not be readily overlooked. It also meant that by the spring of 1925, some eight months following the unveiling, the Mayor, E.J. Gower, could report that ‘the war memorial fund is now £3. 3. 2. in credit, with all accounts paid’.66
The marble figure of a soldier with reversed rifle, resting on a Portland stone base, was designed by Glendinning Moxham of Swansea. ‘Gwell Angau Na Chywilydd’ (Better Death than Dishonour) can be seen inscribed on a laurel leaf. Another industrial community that chose this type of memorial was Gwaen-cae-gurwen, east of Ammanford. Here the ‘soldier with reversed rifle’ commemorates thirty-nine men by name only. 


The Kidwelly memorial was unveiled by Mrs J. Hughes, who had lost three sons in the conflict. The ceremony at Kidwelly, which took place in July 1924, was unusual because it included a dedication to those from the town who had distinguished themselves during the war years but who had returned to tell the tale. The eleven recipients of this honour were granted the ‘freedom of the Borough’, and included one woman, Ida Richards OBE, who was honoured for gallantry displayed at the Pembrey Munitions Works. The others were Captain Brynmor Anthony M.C. of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers; Joseph Emanuel M.M. and William Thomas M.M. of _________________________
65.  See Carmarthen Records Office,  Kidwelly Borough Council minutes, 18 January 1924.

66.  Carmarthen Records Office, Kidwelly Borough Council minutes, 3 March 1925.

the Welsh Guards; Charles Gibbard D.C.M., J.R. Wild D.C.M., Vernon Wilkins M.M., and William Williams, all of the Welsh Regiment; Evan Rees M.M. and Evan Williams M.M. of the Royal Engineers; and finally, Sidney Rees D.C.M. of the Royal Artillery. All were present at the special ceremony. The citation read ‘the freedom of the Borough of Kidwelly before conferred upon each one of the following persons of distinction who had been awarded distinction, as under, in the Great War 1914-18’.67 The town was as determined to recognise the deeds of the living, as much as to honour the dead. Press coverage of events in Kidwelly does hold a surprise; despite the town supporting a Welsh-speaking community, reflected in the presence of Welsh-only inscriptions on the town memorial, the local newspaper, with little self- consciousness it seems, described the townspeople on unveiling day as being ‘especially proud of the lads of Kidwelly, they had the spirit that made England great’.68
Near neighbours in the rural west of Carmarthenshire, the towns of Whitland and St Clears chose diverse memorials to remember their fallen. Whitland hall was erected in 1927 and holds a roll of honour plaque listing seventeen men. A picture plaque featuring all the fallen is also on display, along with a solo portrait of David James. Although listed as the rank of sapper on the Whitland memorial he was in fact promoted to sergeant in September 1915, and saw service in Gallipoli, Egypt and Palestine. It was while returning to the Middle East theatre that David James was _________________________
67.  Carmarthen Journal, 1 August 1924.

68.  Carmarthen Journal, 1 August 1924.

drowned when the troopship Aragon was sunk off the coast of Alexandria. The tribute at Whitland was presented by the town’s male voice choir, of which he was a member.69 Completing the tributes at Whitland hall is one dedicated to Edith Cavell. 
The inscription reads,

Sacred to the memory of Nurse Edith Cavell, who for remaining a true daughter of the Empire and maintaining the glorious tradition of her race was shot in cold blood by the Germans in Brussels on 15th October 1915.

In the town of St Clears a granite Celtic cross holds the names of twenty men including the Salmon brothers already cited on the Narberth monument, suggesting a family link with the locality. The names are randomly displayed but include both rank and unit. The cross displays both English and Welsh inscriptions. The main inscription, in English, observes that the memorial was erected,

By the inhabitants of St Clears and District to mark their grateful appreciation of the service rendered by their young men in the Great War and to perpetuate the glorious memory of those of them who made the supreme sacrifice.

On this occasion the Gospel of John verse is inscribed in Welsh - ‘Cariad mwy na hwn nid oes sef fod i un roddi ei einion dros ei cyfeillion’
_________________________
69.  A detailed and on-going web site listing the war memorials of Carmarthenshire and of individual servicemen can be found at www.laugharne war memorial.co.uk. 
8.4   CONCLUSIONS

Commemorating the fallen began well before the end of hostilities in Aberystwyth. The relatively well populated college town was also able to support an ambitious project post-war, and did so with enthusiasm, despite money problems along the way. Wealth not only meant a dual option but also the ability to seek professional advice. Likewise, at Lampeter, despite funding problems and a degree of apathy among locals, the organisers were able to seek out the advice of one of the foremost sculptors of the era, and afford to commission his work. Other towns in the area were for various reasons able to afford impressive schemes, most notably Burry Port. Sometimes commemoration schemes were given a boost through the generosity of a local wealthy benefactor, as was the case at Aberaeron, Lampeter and Kidwelly.   

As well as apathy, schemes throughout both counties were under pressure from numerous local projects, most notably at Llandeilo, where, like Fishguard, the problems became protracted. At Newcastle Emlyn and Llandovery the pressure came from the county project at Carmarthen, while at New Quay it emanated from the scheme at Cardiff. Many communities had no choice but to opt for a modest alternative using local craftsmen. Arguments over the type of memorial were commonplace. Occasionally, local political interests clashed, as at Llandovery. Eventually agreement was reached for the sake of the project and the need to act appropriately through respect for the dead. As was the case in other towns in west Wales, the views of the bereaved or those of the veterans do not seem to have been given priority, although at Lampeter the families of the fallen were consulted and their views heeded. Once more, where to site a memorial was a paramount concern for organisers, usually resulting in a memorial situated in the heart of a community. The choice of memorial was varied between figurative monument, obelisk or stone or more utilitarian alternatives.
