Write an argumentative essay about the position of Celtic languages and their study within the wider field of Celtic studies. For example, are there aspects of Celtic studies (such as the study of Celtic art, music, or politics) for which knowledge of the Celtic languages is not particularly important? Use specific examples to support your argument.

There are currently two extreme perceptions of the Celts: the New Celtomania, which provides a vision of a European past to comfort us...and a politically correct view, which argues that the term is so abused as to be useless[footnoteRef:2941] [2941:  Barry Cunliffe, The Ancient Celts, London, Penguin Books (1997) p. 19.] 

As identity becomes more prominent in politics in Europe and beyond, it seems pertinent to engage with difficult questions about the relationship between national, ethnic/racial and linguistic identities as they play out in cultural and political spaces, and the academic study of history, languages, literature and other focuses that the field of ‘Celtic Studies’ engages with. 
This essay will explore writing and research on the role of the Celtic in nationalist and separatist political movements in continental Europe (and the United States) outside the traditionally defined ‘Celtic Nations’; so, in places with no extant Celtic Language. It will examine whether these movements – or at least scholarship about them – engages at all with language and it will attempt to unpack some of the issues Celtic-inspired (or appropriated) nationalism raises for the field of Celtic Studies itself.

Celtic nationalism and the use of Celtic history and imagery in nationalism on the continent (and beyond)
With the exception of Breton, there are no surviving Celtic languages outside the British Isles (obviously there are speakers and learners of extant Celtic languages living outside those areas). Even so, there is a body of historical (mostly classical) and archeological evidence for Celtic languages across Europe. So, there are certainly linguistic sources in those places where Celtic is not spoken on which political projects could, if they wished, draw for their narratives and arguments, even if they cannot really make language revival one of those projects as the insular Celtic nations and Brittany can. Yet, across a range of writers commenting on the role of the Celtic in European political projects, particularly nationalism, Celtic languages seem not to feature very prominently, if at all. 
France
Despite Gaulish being well attested by archeological evidence, it does not feature in “Our Ancestors the Gauls": Archaeology, Ethnic Nationalism, and the Manipulation of Celtic Identity in Modern Europe, Michael Dietler’s comprehensive examination of the subject. Instead, Dietler shows how the Gaulish identity was used first in revolutionary France to frame the class struggle in the country, with the ruling elite characterised as Frankish and antithetical to the true national character[footnoteRef:17903] and then throughout the 19th and 20th centuries for patriotic purposes, especially facing the prospect of war with Germany (the convenient origin of the Franks).[footnoteRef:10185] Vercingetorix became, throughout this period, a national symbol of resistance and pride, even though the language he spoke seems barely to have registered. The veneration of and interest in this historic Celtic hero in a now non-Celtic speaking area (but in a larger state which includes a Celtic speaking region) bears an interesting similarity to the role of Boudicca in British nationalism, even down to the deliberate association made between the Iceni Queen and Victoria and the popular symbol of the Goddess Britannia – so too with the famous statue of Vercingetorix at Alesia, modelled on Napoleon III. [17903:  Michael Dietler, "Our Ancestors the Gauls: Archaeology, Ethnic Nationalism, and the Manipulation of Celtic Identity in Modern Europe” in American Anthropologist, New Series, Vol. 96, No. 3 (1994), pp. 584-605 (p. 587).]  [10185:  Dietler, ‘” Our Ancestors the Gauls”’, p. 592] 

A notable exception to the apparent rule that Celtic languages were and are not important to French politics and nationalism is the founding mission of Napoleon I’s Académie Celtique ‘to exhaustively research Celtic antiquities and languages’.[footnoteRef:24890] How the study of languages featured in national narratives is less clear. [24890:  Ibid. p. 588] 

The Iberian Peninsula
Complex as the Celticity of the peninsula is only recently becoming more accepted, most notably with archeological evidence of Celtic languages. Even so, modern Celtic identity and nationalism, such as it is, appears not to appeal to linguistic heritage (which is unsurprising given it is not an unbroken heritage as it is in other places). 
In his article Celtibrians: Problems and Debates, Francisco Burillo Mozota chooses to conclude with a focus on politics and the use of the Celtic in nationalist discourse and culture. As with France, there appears to be no appeal to a Celtic language (at least as far as can be concluded from the lack of commentary on such a trend by writers such as Burillo) in these political currents. Burillo does demonstrate that a popular set of Celtic symbols are used by some political groups, but that these are too often paired with neo-nazi imagery such that the ‘“Celtic is synonymous with the ancient, white Europe: Aryan and anti-Semitic" and brands the use of the Celtic in this way ‘erroneous portrayals of the historic past’[footnoteRef:13229]. [13229:  Francisco Burillo Mozota, ‘Celtiberians: Problems and Debates’, in in e-Keltoi: Journal of Interdisciplinary Celtic Studies, vol 6 (2008) (article is presented on one continuous webpage)] 

Linguistic difference as part of Celtic (national) identity can still be found, however. In Modern Celts of Northern Spain, Beebe Bahrami describes the ‘nationalist sentiment expressed through language’[footnoteRef:24238] encountered on a trip to Galicia. The language being referred to is not a Celtic one, but a Romance one, and yet the linguistic distinction with Castilian, it could be argued, is being grouped with multiple supposed tenets of the Celtic to build a political and cultural identity that is ‘more Celtic, matriarchal and Atlantic than Castilian, patriarchal and Mediterranean’.[footnoteRef:10908] Like Burillo, Bahrami seems to suggest that the implicit rejection of the Iberian, with its non-Celtic, non-Indo-European (and therefore, Semitic or African) associations, is calculated and linked to racialised ideas of European history, culture and identity. [24238:  Beebe Bahrami, ‘The Modern Celts of Northern Spain’ in Expedition. Vol. 45 Issue 1, (Spring 2003), pp. 32-39 (p. 32)
]  [10908:  B. Bahrami, ‘Modern Celts’, p. 32] 

This perhaps poses several challenges to Celtic Studies itself. In contrast to English or French, Galician is a minority language with an arguably similar relationship to Castilian that Celtic languages have with their larger, hegemonic neighbours. Therefore, how do ‘Celts’ who speak a non-Celtic, but marginalised/politicised minority languages compare to, say, English monoglot Welsh nationalists who appeal to Celtic identity nonetheless? How does the field deal with this? Additionally, by its very nature, Celtic Studies as it relates to the Iberian Peninsula only engages with non-Celtic and non-Indo-European languages and peoples in pre-history and attested history inasmuch as they are relevant to the Celtic. How then can the field prevent lazy and exclusivist uses of Celtic history in political and cultural identity? Should it?
Italy and North America
‘Two areas in which nationalist activists pursued interest in Celtic cultural identity were the southern United States and northern Italy, locations not usually associated with Celtic separatism’[footnoteRef:13389] note Euan Hague, Benito Giordano and Edward H. Sebesta in their study, Whiteness, multiculturalism and nationalist appropriation of Celtic culture: the case of the League of the South and the Lega Nord.  [13389:  Euan Hague, Benito Giordano and Edward H. Sebesta. ‘Whiteness, multiculturalism and nationalist appropriation of Celtic culture: the case of the League of the South and the Lega Nord’ in Cultural Geographies, Vol.12 (2), (2005) pp. 151-174. (p. 153)] 

Despite there being an attested ancient and extinct Celtic language in Northern Italy for which we have archeological evidence in the form of Lepontic inscriptions, as with other non-Celtic speaking continental (and to a lesser extent, English) appropriations of the Celtic, language is not a prominent feature of Celtic identity in Northern Italian separatism. However, archeological discoveries more generally – which include Lepontic inscriptions – seem to have a formative role in the appeal to the Celtic in this political identity. Hague et al reveal how essays that formed part of the catalogue attached to a 1991 exhibition in Venice called The Celts: the origins of Europe, showed a new or revived Italian interest in Celtic culture and heritage (associated at least in part with new archeological discoveries) at a time that larger scale immigration into Italy was starting.[footnoteRef:18856] This could be argued as a popular transmission of Celtic Studies into cultural and political space and its appropriation into political nationalism, so the relationship is perhaps not completely artificial, even if arguments could be made that it is a misrepresentation of the Celtic, not least because it does not engage with language. [18856:  Hague et al. ‘Whiteness, multiculturalism and nationalist appropriation of Celtic culture’, p. 154.] 

It is in the United States, perhaps, that the dilemma for Celtic Studies posed by the use of the Celtic, especially without a link to language, might be most acute. Hague et al demonstrate how the Celtic, still arguably contrasted in the British Isles with Englishness, has now merged with Anglo-Saxon racial identity to point to a more general European, White identity;
Such strong assertions of Celtic ancestors is a recent phenomenon in the USA, where in the nineteenth century popular culture deplored the Irish in particular as members of a distinct and inferior Celtic race. Celtic identity ‘became white’, losing its prior ascription as a subordinate cultural and racial identity, as Celtic immigrants assimilated into mainstream US political and economic structures and were replaced as low-wage labour by African-Americans moving north and into factories in the early twentieth century.[footnoteRef:17622] [17622:  Ibid. p. 155.] 

The challenge here is that Celticism has simply shed its link to language entirely, enabling the creation of an ‘Anglo-Celtic’ identity (interestingly, this is an official ethnic designation in Australia, used in demographic studies, polling and in other areas). It allows the embracing of Celtic identity and lineage to offer no contradiction to English as the language of a White America. Does Celtic studies have a role, perhaps a responsibility, in debunking or otherwise engaging trends of equating the Celtic with non-scientific notions of race and nation? This might arguably become an ever more urgent question.
Further Problems for Celtic Studies
In her short article for History Today, Elizabeth Boyle argues that nationalism in the Celtic Nations (that is, those where Celtic languages are still spoken) is undermining the very field of Celtic Studies, not only because of the tension between proponents of that form of politics and academics with an interest ‘in the medieval forms of Celtic languages for their own inherent value, rather than for political or cultural ends’[footnoteRef:12601], but also because of the role individual Celtic languages play in their respective nationalisms. Rather than treating all Celtic languages with equal attention, she argues, nationalism is pushing each of the Celtic nations to focus more on its ‘own’ language, a process she brands the ‘segregation’ of the field[footnoteRef:16796]. She writes in the context of the lead-up to the 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum, which ultimately did not see Scotland become its own ‘Celtic’ Nation-State, so some of these fears may be specific to that moment in time. Additionally, one might argue that it is inevitable and uncontroversial that in those places where Celtic languages are still spoken (and with the policies of the devolved Governments in those places potentially ensuring more students from those nations study ‘at home’), that the resident Celtic language be more prominent in Celtic Studies, not least because of its relationship with schools of language. [12601:  Elizabeth Boyle. ‘Closing the book on Celtic’ in History Today, Vol. 62 Issue 8 (2012), pp. 3-4 (p. 3).]  [16796:  E. Boyle. ‘Closing the Book on Celtic’, p. 4.] 

Another challenge that the study of Celtic politics brings up for the field is that in at least two of the areas it is interested in – archeology and linguistics – it places great value on scientific methodology and evidence, especially to decode the past. Yet as Beebe Bahrami notes, modern Celtic identity is ‘not directed towards understanding the past...but toward creating a people of the present and a place of belonging’[footnoteRef:1344]. What can Celtic Studies contribute, then, to our modern interpretations of the Celtic? [1344:  B. Bahrami, ‘Modern Celts’, p. 34] 

Cunliffe is more sympathetic toward the place of identity-making in the field of Celtic studies, while being under no illusion as to the challenges that nonetheless gives rise to;
The study of the Celts and of our changing visions of them offer an incomparable insight into the human need to establish an identity – and of the difficulties which this poses to archeologists, who, by their best endeavours, attempt to remain objective[footnoteRef:8212] [8212:  B. Cunliffe. The Ancient Celts, preface (no page number)] 

While in concluding his book Cunliffe muses on whether self-identification is really the only necessary qualification for Celtic identity[footnoteRef:19360], he nonetheless notes the importance of language in our understanding of the Celtic; [19360:  Ibid. p. 267.] 

...the importance of linguistic studies for an understanding of Celtic culture is considerable, especially if it is accepted that a Celt was someone who spoke Celtic.[footnoteRef:30892] [30892:  Ibid. p. 24 ] 

The question is, even within the field of Celtic studies, is this still accepted, and what does that imply, either way?
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