[bookmark: _GoBack]Critically evaluate the work of one or more of the following educational philosophers in terms of their contribution to our understanding or practice of education and their continued relevance in education today. 

In education today there is an under lying theme of influences from some of the great educational philosophers throughout history. (Flanagan, 2005) suggests that there several pioneers on which the basis of education has formed today, and as new philosophers suggest new idea’s education, as we know it, only develops further. Even with some of the ideas from the educational philosophers being more classical they are still relevant to our understanding of education, not only that but they are still relevant to education as a whole today. These ideas will be explored throughout and the focus will be on two philosopher who had both complementary ideals upon education; John Dewey and Paulo Freire. Both of their works are supportive and have similar underlying ideas which will be explored further throughout this essay. 

As introduced by (Flanagan, 2005 pg 141) as possibly one of the most influential people on educational concepts in the 20th century it is clear that John Dewey has had a significant impact upon shaping how education is today. Seen as quite a ‘progressive’ he began to change the way education was traditionally taking place within schools; looking at things from a new contemporary perspective. (Hayes, 2006) elicits that traditionally it was the view that the teacher was in the learning environment to inform the children and that the children learnt by listening. However, with the new contemporary views on teaching such as Dewey’s believe that the children should learn through mutual exchange from the teacher to the students in a more interactive style of learning. This had a strong focus on the teacher ensuring that they were not just feeding the class information but allowing thoughts and opinion’s to be brought into the classroom setting.

The idea of mutual exchange between the learner and teacher allows the classroom to become a place where the children are able to learn by doing rather than rote learning in the traditional sense. When looking at the way educators approach learning within a classroom setting nowadays there is a huge underlying notion of influence from Dewey’s progressive learning style. Within schooling, especially in the UK, the classroom is comparatively, to older educating styles, a relaxed environment where interaction from the students is encouraged. (Abdul K and Haskar U, 2012) confirm the fact that Dewey’s ideas about teachers are beneficial to learners in today’s schooling environments with the ideas that teachers should be able to encourage and engage with student’s emotion’s in order to be an excellent teacher. Suggesting that a teacher is more than just a person who is there to educate, but rather to be a more well-rounded figure to the children in who they can develop and learn from. 

From this concept of the teacher and the classroom environment we begin to see that Dewey was showing a new contemporary pedagogy in which the classroom becomes more of a ‘community’ setting. (Flanagan, 2005 pg 144) presents the idea again, which has been previously mentioned, that the teacher is a figure within the classroom setting who is there to enable and empower the children rather than impose their ideas upon them. That being said the power of influence one can have upon a child is huge with (George, 2018) suggesting that 82% of people within a survey highlighting that their teachers had some kind of influence upon them, whether that be positive or negative. Not only this, but with teachers spending such a significant amount of time with the children within their class and in their pivotal years in which they are forming opinions. The idea that the teachers own opinion’s will not affect or have an influence upon them is a very idealistic expectation, whereas in reality and the setting of any mainstream school classroom this may be very hard to replicate. 

This leads us onto the idea of experiential learning which prevails through his ideas on education as something which Dewey believed in benefiting a person’s education. (Sikandar, 2015) suggests that within the idea of experiential learning the children take a very hand on approach and they, alongside the educator, can complete a task and gain a new deep knowledge in said area. The learning takes place in steps within the experience being the starting point, then a time when the learner can reflect upon the experience and then a period of time where the new learnt skill or knowledge can be tested. In an experiential style of learning a child is able to acquire knowledge for themselves and can develop skills which make them curious and critical thinkers. This had moved on from the traditional approach to how children were seen in education as throughout history the classroom has been a place in which the teacher is right, and their opinion is final. Through Dewey believing that children had the right to their own opinions and to want the children to share these in the classroom setting, allowed a new tone to be set for how educators should see the children in their class. 

However, as can be expected from a new and contemporary theory which begins to push the boundaries of how education is seen there are a few areas which have been neglected in the process of learning through experiences. (Sikandar, 2015) highlights that in his theory of experiential learning it is something which cannot be measured in terms of how far the child has come in their attainment. Therefore, it may be difficult for the teacher to know if the experiences are really helping the child’s development. In the UK within most educational establishments there is a heavy focus upon children’s academic achievements and the fact that the process of experiential learning does not result in a set grade or achievement could result in schools neglecting this style of learning.  

Not only this but there are no objectives or structure in place, and this could leave the teacher unsure on how to lead sessions which are based on experiential learning. In order for teachers to really understand how best for children to achieve from sessions which are experiential learning based the teachers would have to undergo extensive training. If this was integrated into initial teacher training, then it would become second nature for new teachers and implementing into the classroom would be standard practice. Nonetheless more traditional educators who prefer the traditional teaching methods may struggle to fully implement this into their classrooms, therefore leaving experiential learning not being fully rolled out across all classrooms within the education system. Therefore, leaving inconstancies in the way children are learning, allowing some people to gain the skills enhanced by experiential learning and others to rely on the more traditional sense.  

Building upon these thoughts the idea for the ever need for a set curriculum which schools comes to mind as it is putting the ideas of the ‘community learning’ and experiential learning styles into schools when they have to follow such strict guide lines when looking at curriculum may be problematic. Within Dewey’s work ‘the child and the curriculum’ (Dewey, 1902) begins to explore the idea of set curriculums within education and what affect this has upon the child’s learning experience. (Dewey, 1902) highlights the proposal of the curriculum having two sections the first being ‘the child’s present experience’ and the second part being ‘the subject-matter of studies’ therefore the curriculum being more than just about the specific subjects that have to due be learnt according to the specification of the school. ( (Flanagan, 2005 pg 147) elicits that Dewey believed that the child was able to gain far more from steering away from solely teaching the traditional academic based subjects and incorporating putting the pupil some what in charge of their learning and curriculum. Then going on further to suggest that the subject disciplines do not prepare or inform the child of knowledge of the world in a full sense and this can only be done by combining their own self exploration. 

In an ideal world within education the curriculum would be a combination of the academic core subjects and space for the children to explore and learn throughout experiences as Dewey suggested. However, in reality schools have to adhere to a very strict curriculum which focuses heavily on working just subjects which will allow them to pass exams. (Lipsett, 2008) reports that teachers working within the UK education system feel they cannot adjust their teaching for pupils due to constraints of the curriculum. The national curriculum was rolled out in 1988 and has had reforms and changes since then to keep up to date; however, with an idea that was formed in the 80’s there could be room over three decades later to be more openminded about straying from the curriculum. Allowing teachers to be more flexible and straying away from the typical focus on academia would allow teachers the chance to give their students a more well-rounded and holistic style education.  Nevertheless, this could only happen if the government allowed a more flexible curriculum across the board in schools. 

Paulo Freire in terms of Philosophers was also contemporary and formed his ideas surrounding education around the same time as Dewey. (Flanagan, 2005 pg 185) tells us that Freire formed quite strong opinions on education and in the same light as Dewey helped to shape educational ideas as we know them today. Freire believes in the idea that the education system is something which transforms people; however, he suggests that certain groups use this to have control over the people being educated and this formed his main ideal about education which is the pedagogy of the oppressed. The main focus upon this ideal is children within education being oppressed and that their own opinion’s and free will are not being catered for. Nevertheless, he believes this can be conquered with the power of education and people may become liberated from oppression, education can help them to form their own thoughts and views upon the world. This is taken in a similar light to Dewey’s work on educators allowing their pupils to form their own opinions and not forcing their own views upon them. In this sense both Dewey and Freire have a similar outlook on how education can help people to form their own views and make them liberated individuals.

Freire believed in the banking concept within the education system which (Flanagan, 2005 pg 186) remarks that Freire believed that within education the idea of ‘narration sickness’ is a huge issue. This idea of ‘narration sickness’ is the notion of teachers simply feeding the children information and not allowing them to form their own ideas. This is often done within academic subjects in which the objective of the learning is to retain as much information as possible and to pass their exams. Therefore, the banking concept means that the teacher is the active party in the learning and the learners role becomes passive. Within many education systems today uninspired and lacklustre teachers may often lead to a banking concept type education for their learners within their class. This deprives the learner from gaining a full and well-rounded education and does not allow them to develop necessary skills for later in life.  

However (Veugelers, 2017) highlights how Freire formed these ideas within a society which in the 1970’s in Brazil which was going through social reform and there was huge political unrest. Therefore, he would have formed a quite bias mindset on how education is, whereas in a country where the political and social status is more stable education may not be as reflective of this. In countries which are experiencing civil unrest, war and political movements Freire’s ideas are very relevant and may reflect how education is being used as a tool by leaders or dictators in order to have control over the country which with many parts of the world such as Syria, Hong Kong and even Brazil still experiencing such situations . The theme of oppressive education can also be related to communist states as within countries which have communist ideologies education can be used as a mean of oppression to its citizens. China as a country which undertakes in such practices within its education systems with (Maxwell, 2019) highlighting how the Communist Party of China actively monitors academic materials in schools and university professors’ papers are also monitored. Anything which speaks about the Country in a derogatory way is instantly supressed in order for students to not see. Teachers are also trained in what they should and should not say to students in order for them to form good ‘ideology’. This is a prime example of how Freire’s theory of oppressive education in the truest form in which he meant it is still active in some education systems in the world today.  

That being said his ideals about oppressive education are not only to be related to the education system of countries in similar circumstances to the ones in which he experiences, but they can also be related to education systems such as the UK’s.  As mentioned earlier when regarding the confining national curriculum which makes teachers feel restricted, the theory of oppressive education can be applied in a more generalised way to education. (Williams, 2018) reported that ‘home schooling has risen by 40% in the past three years’ with many parents suggesting that the reason they are opting for home-schooling options being that there are too many confines within the education system and that it is far too oppressive for the children. With schools focuses heavily on exams, pupil attendance and keeping to a set of strict rules it is no surprise that children, parents and teachers may feel the weight if oppression within their school. It seems as if the schools are focusing less upon the welfare of the child and are focusing more upon how well the school is fairing. 

That being said there is a fair argument for needing rules and structure within schools with (Thornerg, 2008) suggesting that schools only run smoothly and upheld to a good standard when the school day is structured, planned and rules are enforced. Moreover, children within schools valued the school rules and felt it gave them a meaning within the school environment.  Therefore, suggesting that not all pupils would like to have a more relaxed and less structured way of education and only highlights the fact that one education system can’t fit all students. Although this may seem like quite an extreme comparison; Freire was not necessarily suggesting that schools have no rules and children are free to do as they please, but applying his ideals to modern education would see a much more relaxed environment for children to learn in, much like the ideals of Dewey as they are applied to education today. 

Freire believes that in order to conquer the idea of the banking concept that dialogue in education is key. This is an almost similar concept to the ideas of Dewey in which the classroom should be more of an exchange between the teacher and the pupil rather than the teacher talking at the students. (Freire and Macedo) suggest that the teacher within the dialogue approach to teaching has a difficult task in which they need to be able to firstly keep curiosity and inspire this with the children, but secondly ensure the dialogue is creating thoughts and feelings within the children. Once a teacher has successfully done this is when the learners will be able to start to engage with education in the best possible way. (Flanagan, 2005 pg 194.) suggests that Freire believed this is when learners began to use critical thinking which allows a person to stray away from being able to be under the influence of oppressive education with the banking concept being used and liberates them into their own education. The idea of allowing students to form their own ideas and liberate them is what Freire strived for throughout all of his ideas and his concept of dialogue education, which is used within schooling today, helped to achieve that. 

In conclusion both John Dewey and Paulo Freire had very strong thoughts and opinion’s upon education and un-doubted their influences are underpinned within education as we know it today. Both philosophers had ideas which wanted the children being educated to have as much freedom to explore and learn from experiences as possible in order to form their own views and opinion’s. Through the varied practices it is clear that there is an influence and relevance to education today which has come through from the ideas of both Dewey and Freire; whether that may be dialogue being used more freely in the classroom or the act of learning through doing. That being said with education developing and reforming in order to keep up with the times there is a notion that some of the ideals from even contemporary philosophers may become less relevant as times go on. 
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