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What does it mean to commemorate? How do memorials create personal meaning in a public place?
“The past continuously persists through time to the present” Anita Kasabova,Memory,memorials and commemoration,(2008) p.331 portrays exactly what I aim to enrol in this piece, the idea of events happening in the past that may seem irrelevant at the time but the thought in which they will in return turn into something that will be relevant to this day in age whether that be through remembrance, reflection or a stepping stone before persevering and embarking onto another journey. This essay will explore the meaning of commemoration and will also look at the object of memorials and how they conceive a personal understanding within a public space.  
Memorials and monuments distribute a variety of uses in the places in which they are created. When the people of a society produce a memorial or monument, they aim to make a strong statement about the thoughts, morals or individual they believe their community should remember, if not commemorate. As a conclusion, these constructions not only influence the way people understand the subjects of their remembrance but they also disclose the beliefs of the people and the time period in which they were made therefore resulting in becoming a part of history within themselves. Although most memorials are made to be permanent and designed to last there are some temporary and impromptu exceptions such as placing flowers at an accident scene as a sign of respect and remembrance .They both engrave the idea of commemoration alongside memory despite the difference of circumstances.    
So what does it mean to commemorate? The word commemorate echoes the idea of memory. It describes the idea to remember and reminisce about a “special action, ceremony or specially created object” Collins English Dictionary (2018) introduced by a person, phase of time or from a special event. It is a type of honouring something in particular whatever that may be, for example when a loved one passes away the family will commemorate by arranging a memorial service for the deceased as a way of remembering their life and celebrating them as a person although some may argue and state that this is a way of memorializing compared to the aspects of commemorating although a funeral is to  honour the  memory you have of the deceased which therefore is a standard meaning of the word commemorate.
Further on from the meaning of commemoration, the idea of creating a sense of remembrance and memorial can be something as simple as a poem or as huge as a sculpture. One of the most iconic symbols of remembrance in Britain is a red poppy. It is a sign of “Remembrance for those who have given their lives defending their respective countries.” The History Press  (2018)At the time of 1914 the fields of Northern France and Flanders were places of conflict during world war one. Although once the “conflict was over the poppy was one of the only plants to grow on the otherwise barren battlefields” BBC (2018) The simple red poppy is a highly recognised symbol of remembrance, hope and optimism. Although its simplicity it is worn by huge numbers of people to recognise the millions of soldiers who lost their lives in conflict. The ‘poppy appeal’ organised by The Royal British Legion, takes place in the time leading up to Remembrance Sunday. “The poppy appeal raises money for those who have served or are currently serving in the armed forces and have subsequently been affected physically, mentally or economically by war”. The History Press  (2018) The history of the poppy as a symbol of respect for the war is nearly one hundred years old since the organisations appeal in 1921.The message behind these poppies give personal meaning to t6he wearer
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	Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, West Potomac Park, 2011

The Martin Luther King, Jr. National Memorial monument was built between the years of 2009 and 2011.Based in the capital of the United States ,Washington DC the monument honours Martin Luther King Jr who was a Baptist minister, social activist. At the age of just thirty-five he was also the youngest man ever to have won the Nobel Peace Prize. From the mid-1950s until his assassination in 1968 King presented a fundamental role in the American civil rights movement. “King sought equality and human rights for African Americans, the economically disadvantaged and all victims of injustice through peaceful protest” HISTORY (2018). He was the “driving force behind watershed events such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the 1963 March on Washington” HISTORY (2018). 
This huge memorial is the “first African American honoured with a memorial on the National Mall and the fourth non-president to be remembered in such a way” U.S. National Park Service(2018). Martin Luther King, Jr.’s message behind “I have a dream” is universally powerful: a “non-violent philosophy aiming for freedom, justice, and equality” U.S. National Park Service(2018). The Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial is located in “West Potomac Park at 1964 Independence Avenue, S.W., referencing the year the Civil Rights Act Of 1964 became law” U.S. National Park Service (2018).This memorial is truly breath-taking and dramatic with being 30ft it is not a sculpture to be missed. The piece features a line from King’s 1963 “I Have a Dream” speech, “With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope.”
When visiting the memorial people describe the structure as being “powerful” and “well designed” being a great dedication to this amazing man that changed society. The Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial is also made to be a great place for personal reflection and to embark and review ideas that anyone may have at the present time of visitation therefore it embraces the idea of personal meaning and a connection the way people view the memorial.
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9/11 Memorial, New York,2011


The National September 11th Memorial is a tribute of honour and remembrance to the two thousand, nine hundred and seventy seven people that were killed in the terror attacks of the date September 11th, 2001 at the World Trade Centre. The names of every single person who tragically died in the soul destroying 2001 and 1993 attacks are indented into the large sturdy bronze panels at the edge of the Memorial pool. This displays a powerful “reminder of the largest loss of life resulting from a foreign attack on American soil and the greatest single loss of rescue personnel in American history” National September 11 Memorial & Museum (2018)
September the 11th was a day that shook the world. What seemed like a perfectly normal day quickly transformed into a nation tragedy .It was 19 men trained by al-Qaeda that had organised a planned out terror attack on U.S.A .It had been planned for many years, attackers “simultaneously hijacked four large passenger aircraft with the intention of crashing them into major landmarks” The Atlantic (2018) within the United States in return inflicting as much destruction, death and tragedy as possible. Three out of the four planes struck their unknowing targets the fourth crashed into a field in Pennsylvania it is thought that the plane recovered control over the plane.
This incredible memorial has hundreds of visitors a day. It is a huge part of the New York culture as it reminisces on how the community can come together and rebuild lives after a huge disaster and catastrophe. The structure radiates a Personal connection with the visitors as the victims names really bring it to life how hugely it affected people as it commemorates on the life’s taken.
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The Amy Winehouse statue, Camden town ,2014

A memorial does not have to be about a historic moment it can be remembering an influential person that is highly admired. This life-sized bronze statue of Amy Winehouse was designed and created by London artist, designer and photographer Scott Eaton in tribute to the late singer, who lost her battle with drug abuse back in 2011.Featuring Amy’s signature beehive hairstyle it truly captures her essence as said by her father Mitch Winehouse "It is incredibly emotional to see Amy immortalised like this, but Scott has done an amazing job in capturing her, It is like stopping her in a beautiful moment in time”. It was unveiled outside the stables market in Camden on 14th September 2014 which would have been Amy Winehouse’s 31st birthday. Camden was the best place to curate the sculpture as it really captures the true spirit of Amy as it meant a lot to her as a area. 
"The design is not based on any single snapshot, photo or moment in time, but an amalgamation of influences," Scott Eaton (2014) "Hopefully by taking many important moments in her history and drawing on those, the piece comes close to capturing the essence of Amy. “Scott Eaton(2014)These quotes show that it’s not about the actual statue itself but the essence and felling of it the importance of capturing Amy within a material is highly anticipated and a hard thing to fully achieve but it’s very well executed within the piece. The statue is popular amongst visitors and is a hot spot for photo opportunities; Fans also regularly place flowers to rest and put wristbands on the statue to pay their respects to the late Amy as a part of commemoration.
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Holocaust Memorial, Berlin ,2005


The Monument to the Murdered Jews of Europe is in a field near the Brandenburg Gate, it consists of 2,700 concrete slabs. Designed an created by US architect Peter Eisenman he hoped that Berliners and visitors to the city will navigate the pathways as part of their daily lives as explained in Eisenman saying “I like to think that people will use it for short cuts, as an everyday experience, not as a holy place". (2005) His design divided many opinions and only was approved in the year of 1999,with it being over 60 years since the tragedy many believe it was too late to create a memorial but in Eisenman’s words “ it is still early."(2005) this portrays the idea of mourning and not jumping to ideas to create a memorial but sitting back, deeply analysing in depth the situation with what would work for the situation and not what would just please the surrounding community.
As a visitor you are able to manoeuvre through the uniquely shaped, tilting stones with each one a variety of sizes. There are zero inscriptions, symbols or plaques along the way. The stones have also been treated with an anti-graffiti agent, in which created a high amount of controversy as it later emerged that the company supplying the agent once manufactured the poison gas used in Nazi death camps. This piece is definitely a controversial piece due to a range of factors although it’s a memorial piece many disagree with some of the essential aspects of the design which provokes emotion within society as it makes you think about more factors other than just a piece of material.

Overall memorials create personal meaning in a public place by Creating and capturing an emotional response in a person whether that is through a tragedy, aspect of history or a powerful celebration.
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