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Letter to 42mp Agency

Dear Eugenie,

I’m a fan of Raymond Khoury who you represent, particularly his novel ‘The Last Templar’. I am sending you the first three chapters of my own NA fiction novel, along with the synopsis as requested on your website for new submissions.

‘The Demon of Munbigye’ is a 70,000-word novel that weaves magic surrealism through an historical fiction narrative. Taeyanghwa is a nine tails fox that is in search for a cure to the madness she suffers as a result of attaining too much magic while trying to be with the one she loves. Set during the Three Kingdom Period of South Korea, Taeyanghwa is pushed to her limit by the merciless king of Kimhae who orders her to execute her lover publicly after they attempt to help the people.
This sets her on her path to finally overcome her curse-like nature at Munbigye Temple, and along the way aids in the formation of the Hwarang Knights that enable Silla Kingdom to conquer the neighbouring kingdoms.

This is a story of self-discovery and destiny in the political intrigue of Silla joining forces with Tang China, and the ability to overcome adversity.

This story has evolved over several years while studying my BA in Creative Writing at UWTSD Lampeter and was inspired by a roof tile from a temple in South Korea which lead me on a journey to uncover the history of the tile, Korean history and folklore.

I have previously written and self-published ‘A Dawn of Dreams’ through Amazon.

Thank you for taking the time to read the sample, I can be contacted on XXXXX XXXXXX.

With best regards,
Jane Bremer

2007585@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

(Word count: 274)




The Demon of Munbigye Synopsis

Jane Bremer
2007585@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

The Demon of Munbigye Synopsis

Set within the ancient Kingdoms that now form South Korea, The Demon of Munbigye is the story of one fox’s quest to fulfil her destiny and become human so that she can be with the one she loves.

During the Three Kingdom period of South Korea, Taeyanghwa – a nine-tails fox currently in human form, seeks help in controlling the madness that has descended upon her as a result of attaining more magic than natural law permits. The consequence of this means she suffers unpredictable bloodlust and taste for human hearts that she has no control over.

She winds up in the kingdom of Kimhae where the king is able to help her with a potion that mimics the effects of human hearts for a nine-tails fox. However, he then takes advantage of his hold over her, utilising her expertise in dream magic to assist in the subjugation of his people. This is predominantly done by Taeyanhwa collecting dreams and securing them within crystals which can also be consumed by others.

While following the king’s latest orders, Taeyanghwa encounters Jiuseong who has searched her out in the hope of purchasing some of the crystalline dreams. There is more to Jiuseong than is first revealed, and this explains why Taeyanghwa is instinctively drawn to him. Jiuseong is Taeyanghwa’s soulmate and keeps reincarnating until their destiny is fulfilled. He reminds Taeyanghwa who she used to be, and who he is to her through his different incarnations, and even a vision of the future – and they enter into an illegal affair while she agrees to abstain from human flesh and the king’s potion for 1000 days so she can become fully human.

Taeyanghwa knows she has to escape the king’s hold on her somehow, and that she has to return the dreams to the people. Jiuseong steals some of the dreams from Taeyanghwa’s parlour, but in the process, also steals seven of the king’s most recent orders; this raises the alarm to the King.

The king investigates the palace in secrecy, and he discovers that Taeyanghwa and Jiuseong are involved with each other and the theft of the crystals. As a result, he has Taeyanghwa kill Jiuseong in front of the entire city.

After having to execute her lover, Taeyanghwa dreams of Munbigye Temple in the neighbouring kingdom of Silla, and a teacher who can help her, and she uses her magic to seek out the seven people Jiuseong had just reawakened to help her escape the city. She smashes all but one of the crystalline dreams – the remaining dream will assist in her plan to bring the king down.

After successfully escaping the city and Kimhae and entering the kingdom of Silla, Taeyanghwa and her companions are stopped along their way by Tu Eui-ti, another nine tails that Taeyanghwa has a history with. Tu Eui-ti attacks Taeyanghwa, and though unsuccessful in killing Taeyanghwa before her companions overpower her and cause her to flee, Tu Eui-ti does severely injure one of them.

While taking shelter in a tavern and Taeyanghwa helps tend to the wounds of her new friend, she finds out the Queen of Silla is also at the tavern – having chosen to travel the kingdom in secret to see the kingdom for herself. Taeyanghwa sees her chance for how to bring the king of Kimhae down, and shows herself to the queen, presenting the dream she had stolen from the King of Kimhae: a dream of the knights that would be entirely loyal to the crown. All Taeyanghwa wants in return is to be allowed to remain at Munbigye Temple where someone would be able to help her condition.

The companion that was injured doesn’t survive which causes Taeyanghwa to fall into her madness, and she unemotionally slaughters most of the people staying in the tavern before her companions and the few guards the queen had with her could subdue Taeyanghwa. The queen keeps her promise, having seen some of the future for herself and knowing that her city would need Taeyanghwa later on. 

After the attack, the queen lets her presence be known and publicises the attack, claiming that Taeyanghwa came after her, but has been killed. She then travels openly with a full guard, with Taeyanghwa travelling in secrecy with her.

Once at Munbigye, she meets the teacher she had dreamt of, who is able to offer a ritualistically prepared cow heart as an alternative to human heart. However, by continually consuming of this alternative, Taeyanghwa will still remain immortal. She decides it’s a fair price since she knows she is still to meet her lover again.

100 years pass. The Three Kingdoms had been unified by the queen who used the stolen dream well in forming the Hwarang Knights and was able to ally herself with Tang China. Taeyanghwa is still at Munbigye with her teacher and helping to protect the city of Gyeongju from Tu Eui-ti who is also still in the area. As the temple is undergoing renovations, a Chinese monk comes to the temple accompanied by knights, one of which is the reincarnation of Jiuseong.

With his reappearance in the area, Tu Eui-ti who had been watching Taeyanghwa and carefully manipulating the people of Gyeongju with her own dream magic and mind control for a long time finally strikes – turning the people against each other.

Taeyanghwa, who had known Jiuseong would return, had been abstaining from human flesh and the alternatives for 999 days. As a result, she is much weaker and is pulled into the mind control and once again ends up killing her lover. As he is dying, Jiuseong shares with Taeyanghwa the secret of how to destroy Tu Eui-ti once and for all. Taeyanghwa returns to her fox form before hunting down Tu-Eui-ti for a final battle.

After a battle in the mountains behind Munbigye that lasts all night, Taeyanghwa is victorious though fatally injured herself. She returns once more to the temple as the sun rises and the temple monks take her to Jiuseong’s body which has been brought back to the temple. 

In the final scene, she curls up against Jiuseong’s chest and recalls the vision of the future once again, content that even if she surrenders to death, they were still destined to find one another again.

(Word count: 1047)
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Author Questionnaire



Your ideas, suggestions and contacts are a valuable part of the effective marketing of your book. Please complete this questionnaire in as much detail as you feel able to and return to [email] , with a high quality author photograph for use in publicity. 

 
                                                                   
1. Jane Bremer. BA Creative Writing

2. Pershore, 19/08/1990

3. Lampter, Carmarthenshire, SA48 XXX, XXXXX XXXXXX
       

4. A Dawn of Dreams – Linghwa Books, 2022. Currently unlisted: Sykajume (2015) and Vaejume (2016) – Amazon CreateSpace, 2015.

5. Jane Bremer has studied a BA in Creative Writing at UWTSD Lampeter and has an interest in magic surrealism and history fiction, with particular interest in East Asian culture and folklore. Jane has undergone several research trips to South Korea to assist in her current manuscript: The Demon of Munbigye. She has studied basic Chinese and is currently learning Korean and has an interest in calligraphy. Jane has previous experience with an online business selling crystals and writing articles about various aspects of spirituality.

6. In Kimhae, an ancient kingdom of South Korea, Taeyanghwa is a nine tails fox in search of a cure for a madness that turns her into a mindless killer. In doing so, finds herself bound to the King of Kimhae. Her life is turned upside down when a mysterious stranger enters her life: the reincarnation of her lover – and she is ordered to execute him.
Taeyanghwa’s subsequent quest for revenge takes her to the neighbouring Kingdom where she makes an unlikely ally in the Queen of Silla and encounters a rival nine-tails fox. It’s a journey of self-discovery as she learns to manage her madness and understand her magical powers.
Ultimately though, it’s a journey that will lead Taeyanghwa to her destiny at Munbigye Temple and the path that will unite her with her lover.

 Is there an intended audience for your book? New Adult


7. N/A

8. Lampeter University


9. N/A

10. N/A

11. The Demon of Munbigye is a work of historical fiction that incorporates the rich history of Silla Kingdom, and modern-day South Korea. There is a growing interested and fascination to South Korea and its culture which has so far been looked over, with South Korea itself still in the process of sharing their rich history. Currently, the South Korean government are working hard to increase tourism and awareness to their country and The Demon of Munbigye lends itself to this with the inclusion of Korean and East Asian folklore, it’s focus on Gyeongju, the ancient capital of Silla, the inclusion of Korean shamanism and mysticism, and characters that have been inspired and influence by the language itself.

The Demon of Munbigye started off as a short story inspired by a dragon mask roof tile during one of Jane’s modules undertaken at UWTSD and was developed as she tried to make sense of the curator’s notes on the artifact, and with two characters that wanted all their whole story to be told. This led Jane to travel to Gyeongju in South Korea where the blend of ancient and modern architecture gave a greater depth to the story and its characeters.

12. Twitter: @/JaneBremer | Instagram: @/janebremer
	


Thank you very much for taking the time to complete our questionnaire. Please feel free to forward further information or ideas to us at any time!
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The Demon of Munbigye
Jane Bremer

In Kimhae, an ancient kingdom of South Korea, Taecyanghwa is a nine tails fox
who is in search of a cure for a madness that turns her into a mindless killer,
and in doing so, finds herself bound to the King of Kimhae. Her life is turned
upside down when a mysterious stranger enters her life: the reincarnation of her
lover — and she is ordered to execute him.

Taeyanghwa’s subsequent quest for revenge takes her to the neighbouring
Kingdom of Silla where she makes an unlikely ally in the Queen of Silla and
encounters a rival nine-tails fox. It's a journey of self-discovery as she learns

to manage her madness and understand her magical powers.

Ultimately though, it’s a journey that will lead Taeyanghwa to her destiny
at Munbigye Temple and the path that will unite her with her lover.

The Demon of Munbigye is the story of one fox’s quest to fulfil her destiny
and become human so that she can be with the one she loves.

About the Author

Originally from Pershore, Jane Bremer now lives in South West Wales
and is a BA student at UWTSD Lampeter university studying Creative Writing.

She has previously self published A Dawn of Dreams with Linghwa Books.
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