The ethical practitioner within psychology.


This presentation between myself & Gemma will include the discussion of being an ethical practitioner in psychology.

I will present the introduction, along with the BPS framework of ethics, why they are important and an example of an unethical study.
Psychologists have a responsibility to keep participants safe from psychological harm, trauma & discomfort during studies.  By following the BPS framework study & research can be carried out safely. 
The BPS 1990 ethics framework states that psychologists must show respect, competence, responsibility & integrity.
An example of this is the Little Albert case. Dr John. B Watson, was studying an 11 month old baby boy, to see if Pavlov’s conditioning of dogs could be applied to humans. 
To do this he presented Little Albert with a fluffy teddy & a loud bang. The noise would make the baby jump & cry. Eventually Little Albert would cry without the bang, and this developed to any white fluffy object. 
Watson failed to protect Little Albert from psycholigcal harm, and did not fully inform the child’s guardian about the true intentions of the experiment. Little Albert was removed from the study, and the long term effects are unknown as the child’s indentity remains unknown.
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Link to slides -  Ethics.pptm (sharepoint.com)

Individual contribution to video - Watch 'Ethics' | Microsoft Stream.

Group Video. –  https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/1402782_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Attachments/Ethical%20Practitioner.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=pUVgaq
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Psychologist John B Watson, intended to discover if
Pavlov’s classical conditioning could be applied to
humans. To do this, he presented a fluffy teddy to

Little Albert, followed by a big bang.
s
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As the study continued, Little Albert began to associate
the fear caused by the bang with the teddy, and the
phobia was developed without the use of the loud

bang.
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There are many points that show the study was
unethical — without the need to compare to the

conduct of modern day research.
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Little Albert’s guardian was not properly informed of
the details of the experiment — therefore could not

fully consent.
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Watson failed to protect the little boy from
psychological harm. He had now gained a fear that he

did not have prior.
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Little Albert was removed from the study, the long-
term results are unknown. Nobody knows who Little

Albert was, or if his phobia followed him through life.
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INTRODUCTION

s an ethical

As a psychologist, a big responsibility you have is

“ always following the ethical guidelines when
conducting research and study.

To ensure the safety of your research participants you
must closely follow the ethical guidelines & code of
conduct.
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BEERERRRDRENSIINES — THE BRITISH
PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The BPS guidelines state that psychologists must adhere
to the following code of ethics when carrying out
research:

Respect
Competence
Responsibility
Integrity.
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WHY ETHICS ARE NEEDED.

The British Psychological society published ‘The ethical principles for conducting research with
human participants’ in 1990 and has been closely followed by psychologists since publication.

Over the years there has been a number of studies which are evidently unethical to the person or
people that have taken part. This has left conducting research in a ‘grey area’.

An important part of your role as a psychologist & researcher, is preventing psychological harm and
discomfort to the people who consent to take part in your study.
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UNETHICAL STUDIES.

Unethical studies have occurred throughout history.
Lots of them are now used as famous examples as to
why it is so crucial that sensitivity is maintained
throughout research/studies.
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The little albert experiment is the most known study,
for being unethical. Little Albert was an 11 month, his

identity remains unknown.





