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Module aims

This module focuses on an historical problem, and aims to refine your historical skills through a study of primary materials. The module aims:

· to encourage you to acquire a broad knowledge of the cult of saints in the Middle Ages (with a particular focus on the eleventh – fourteenth centuries)
· to allow you to develop a close and critical familiarity with a substantial range of primary source material relating to miracles, saint’s cults, and the evolution of saint-making practices in the Middle Ages   

· to develop a detailed appreciation of historiographical issues surrounding aspects of belief in saints, miracles, and pilgrimage in the Middle Ages
Learning outcomes

By the end of the assessment of the module you should be able to:

· demonstrate a critical understanding of pilgrimage, saints, miracles and canonisation
· demonstrate a critical understanding of the distinctive contribution of these phenomena to the wider society and culture of the medieval world

· demonstrate advanced skills in the handling and interpretation of relevant primary source material

· show a critical understanding of the various historiographical debates and interpretations surrounding  popularity of medieval saints  

Help and advice

The module tutor for ‘Cults, Cures and Canonisation’ is Harriett Webster. If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to ask me either after a session or contact me via email (h.webster@uwtsd.ac.uk). Alternatively, details of my office hours are posted on my door, and generally I am available to see you unless I am otherwise engaged. If you cannot find me, please e-mail me!
Timetable and teaching

The meetings for this module will be as follows:

Thursday mornings at 9 am
The teaching methods are a mixture of lectures and seminars. You will be expected to prepare for each session by reading material and completing tasks found on Moodle.

The timetable below gives the dates, times, and broad subjects of each class. You will find a detailed guide to each session, with recommended reading, and questions and problems to consider in advance of the class, on Moodle.

Sessions:
1. Introduction; Themes, terms and concepts
2. Saintly Sources and Saintly Origins
3. Saints and Specialisms 
4. Development of Cults and the importance of relics
5. Pilgrimage 
6. At the Tomb 
7. Canonisation and Papal Control - The Cantilupe Case: a model canonisation?
8. Other uses of saints: politics and economics
9. Other uses of saints: community and identity
10. Saints and the Reformation
METHODS OF ASSESSMENT
ASSESSMENT 1: Portfolio
Deadline: 23.59 pm 17 May 2026 
Portfolio of 5000 words on a popular medieval saint of your choosing.

There should be four components to this portfolio:

1. A summary of the historiographical materials relating to your chosen saint (c.1000 words)

2. A commentary on a textual source relating to a miracle resulting from your saint’s intercession (c.1000 words)

3. A commentary on a material or visual source relating to the cult of your chosen saint (c.1000 words)

4. An analysis of the significance of your chosen saint in relation to one of the themes of the module (c.2000 words)

There will be scheduled times for tutorials throughout the module to help you select a suitable saint, source materials, and themes for your portfolio.
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