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In this project I aim to analyse the use of colours in Ancient Egyptian artefacts originating from Middle Kingdom Egypt, especially why they chose to use blues and reds. To do this I am going to use modern reasoning behind colour choices and the meanings these colours hold to see if there are similarities in their usage in the Ancient works. There are problems with looking at this topic due to physically finding objects from the Middle kingdom with colour because recreations would have been influenced by the ideas of what colours stereotyped as ‘Egyptian’ being used and the originals are faded and effected by the environment, they were found in. 
I have chosen to analyse Middle Kingdom Egyptian artefacts because they offer an interesting variety and some of the motifs and statuary have surviving colour. These offer me a choice in direction for the analyse, I can focus on the use of blues and reds in a funerary, celebratory or documentary context. I am more likely to choose artefacts or motifs in funerary context because those were the best preserved due to air tight chambers and constant temperatures. I will however not be applying colour choices to the hieroglyphics from funerary context, this is because most were black as hieroglyphs though artistic will not counited as art work but as writing in this project. 
I will be using the archaeological record and museum catalogues to locate artefact with colour, the type of artefacts I choose to use will affect what the colours mean and what it may have been used for. Along with image and object sources, I will be using more modern academic texts on material culture especially those focusing on analysing colours. Ancient text source will not be widely used as I am focussing more on my interpretation of the objects, these sources will be used to help my understanding of the culture the objects come from. The greater my understanding of Middle Egyptian culture and society, the better analyse of importance can be applied to objects, and the more often the same patterns or colour schemes are used in artefacts the greater importance these colours must have had during this period in the ancient world. 
I am mainly going to focus on the usage of reds and blues because these colours are more likely to have survived the time, these colours are also common in modern times but are less used in funerary context. I do have to be aware during this project that modern interpretations of colour will differ from those in the ancient world due to the availability of the colour and how expensive the raw materials to make it are. This also means that the objects surviving belong to those of a high social rank, signifying that I will be unable to understand if the common person from the Middle Kingdom held the same perspective of the colour's importance.
