James Bill Research Methodology 

To complete this dissertation there will be various types of research used in order to understand and explore “Should all response police officers be armed with tasers?”.  In order to complete this primary research will be completed so it can be compared to secondary research so everything can be compared and reviewed to see if the data found will be able to answer the purpose of this dissertation. 
The two forms that will be used to gather the primary research for this dissertation will be of a questionnaire and of an interview. During the questionnaire stage of gathering data the research will specifically target Response Police officers but will also be available to other officers within different roles within the police. This will give the research an accurate account of what police officer do believe and will also consist of a non bias participants because the questionnaire is targeting their opinion’s regarding tasers being used within policing. The questionnaire will cover a wide range of questions designed to help this dissertation and will be made easy to answer by having a tick box system and a range of yes or no questions. Some of the questions will include: if they believe all response officers should be armed with taser, have they ever used a taser whilst on duty, do they believe carrying a taser will make them less likely to be assaulted whilst on duty and if they believe responsibility and potential criticism of having a taser puts officers off from wanting to carry one.
The questionnaire will look to avoid any open ended questions and will not look to lead any of the participants on to answering certain questions as this could effect how accurate the research will be. This is very important because I want the data found in this questionnaire to be accurate and true otherwise it would defeat the purpose of the dissertation and if anyone was to use this dissertation for their own research they would be present with false information.
The research questionnaire will be exclusive to participants who work within Gwent Police. Gwent police have officers serving over a number of area which includes busy built up areas such as Newport and rural areas such as Monmouthshire so the research can cover a range of officers who serve and deal with different types of demographics within these communities. This will be beneficial for the research compared to targeting officers within the Metropolitan police where officers cover a much more populated area with much high reports of knife and weapon crimes. However the questionnaire survey that this dissertation will be using has a limitation of up to 25 participants which may not be a big enough pool of candidates to use.
The second stage of data gathering will come in the form of an interview which will be completed with one of the taser leads within Gwent Police. The types of questions asked will differ from those who completed the questionnaire which will be designed for response police officers because a taser trainer would be bias towards all officers carrying tasers as it is there job to make sure officers have sufficient taser training and they would clearly state that they would carrier a taser as it is something they are training officers to do each week. Again leading questions will be avoided to avoid having inaccurate data. A taser lead will also be selected to complete the interview rather than a response police officer because they will have a much large knowledge of the topic and they maybe able to provide an over view of statistics within Gwent and if they’ve noticed more officers are being given tasers or any changes to increase or decrease taser courses. Before response police officer or any taser lead completes any questionnaire or interview they will be made aware that I have their consent to use any finding or answers within this dissertation. All possible identifiers such as names, collar numbers, sex or age will not be asked for when completing the questionnaire and all answers and correspondents will be anonymous. It will also be highlighted that at any point if they feel that they want to withdraw there submission or have their interview removed from this dissertation then it can be removed as this will be their on going right throughout.
