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This assignment will critically explore how parental engagement can help and support barriers to inclusion. Referring to Theme 3, Resource 3 of the Toolkit: Welcoming families to engage with the school; FaCE the challenge together: Family and community engagement toolkit for schools in Wales this assignment will discuss barriers to engagement and analyse how the FaCE toolkit can overcome these. Views and opinions from both teachers and parents will be sought and factors affect choices within education will be discussed. This assignment will discuss policy past and present and provide evidence for improvements of these policies. Finally this assignment will give examples of how parental engagement can overcome barriers to inclusion supporting this with evidence and statistics.

Parental engagement is crucial for the inclusion and success of a child’s learning and development within schools. This can be defined as “The involvement of parents supporting their child’s academic attainment” (Education Endowment Foundation, 2018).  Families have a powerful influence on a child’s ability and development and may determine how a child will succeed in school, it is vital to remove all barriers to learning and Inclusion to improve everyone’s academic attainment and encourage positive attitudes and behaviour towards schools. However, this can be a difficult task, schools have expressed that “this is one of the most difficult aspects within their roles”. (Welsh Government 2014). 
There are many ways schools can promote positive engagement, however the question is whether all parents can be supported effectively? Index for Inclusion suggests a variety of factors support Inclusion, such as value all students and staff equally, increasing the participation of students and reducing exclusion due to culture, communities and curricula. 
Evidence seems to suggest discrimination does occur and can disadvantage people because of their race, religion, ethnicity, sexuality and disability forming barriers to participation within schools. (Booth and Ainscow, 2002). Our unconscious bias allows us to stereotype making quick judgements of people and places, Stereotypical views occur when encountering new things, our brains have a tendency to be closed minded and due to mental models embed within our brains from other perspectives, TV, media coverage, social media and more. (Diversity and Inclusion, 2009). 
Due to their experiences and knowledge teachers may also make assumptions of families and children based on their background, social status, appearance. Allport expresses stereotypical views and opinions can affect anyone, with people labelled into groups individual skills and attributes are not acknowledged, resulting in individuals developing a self-fulfilling prophecy, worrying that stereotypes will be confirmed, and the possibility of underperforming arises. (Jost and Hamilton N.D) For successful inclusion and engagement, diversity, social identity and identity safety must be considered and corrected. Educators must think outside of the box in order to establish positive thinking. Stereotyping and labelling does not promote inclusion within schools and education. Welsh Government (2016) defines Inclusion as “a process by which, schools, local authorities and others develop their cultures, policies and practises to include all children and young people”.
A variety of circumstances can exclude children from a successful education, such as poverty, additional learning needs, family and home life, race, religion or culture, parental Involvement, The Salamanca Statement (1994 ) reaffirmed the fundamental right for every child to an education expressing that all individuals display unique characterises, ability’s, learning needs and interests and that Educational systems should be designed and implemented around the diversity of these needs and characteristics.  Parents and educators share the task for a successful education with positive attitudes favouring schools and promoting social integration. Parents should be active decision makers taking part in educational activities at home and at school. (Salamanca Statement 1994.)
2009 PISA results sparked a National debate on the quality and future of education within Wales, resulting in a consensus for change. 2011 saw Wales embarking on a large-scale education and school improvement reform, creating and implementing a range of policies in order to improve both the quality and equity within Wales school system. By addressing this matter will allow every student the opportunity to thrive and develop strengthening society’s economic growth and social well-being. (Improving Schools in Wales 2014). Since this time a variety of both Government initiatives and policies have been sought in order to encourage parental engagement and healthy relationships, some initiatives start from birth, Families First (2018), Every Child Matters (2003), and Flying Start (2007) promote and encourage parents to become involved within local groups, training and support programs. Establishing parent and agency relations in order to prepare both parent and child for full time school education.
Over the past 25 years huge change has been made through policy and within society, the Disability Act 2010 and The Donaldson Review (2015) show huge promise and importance basing findings on the views of those within the Education sector, pupils, teachers, head teachers and community groups were all involved in “shaping a successful and exciting future” for the children and young people of Wales”. Welsh Government (2015).
Huw Lewis Minister for Education and Skills In Wales produced a document “Rewriting the Future: Raising Ambition and Attainment in Welsh Schools (DATE) “FaCe the challenge together: Family and community engagement toolkit for schools in Wales is one of the four themes used within schools to raise academic attainment for children from deprived backgrounds. Theme three of this resource concentrates on parental engagement within schools promoting healthy school and family relations, with a target to overcome barriers to inclusion. The toolkit offers advise and guidance to all schools within Wales although not statutory this toolkit is designed to support Welsh Governments policy Education of Disadvantaged children, as part of their Pupil Inclusion, well-being, attendance and behaviour agenda. (Welsh Government 2018). 
For many families the first day of school is a momentous milestone. The whole transition can be an exciting and happy adventure but also very anxious with emotions of joy and sadness, stepping into a world of the unknown watching your child becoming more independent and growing, whilst becoming less reliant on you as a parent. Without positive engagement barriers to Inclusion can arise creating a negative effect on a child’s learning and development. “Parental Engagement in children’s learning makes a difference – it is the most powerful school improvement we Have”. Harris and Goodall (2007) P. 70. 
FaCE (2015) expresses the importance of good communication and information sharing, to create positive relations, schools require detailed information on background, race religion, family life allowing them to support both child and family based on their needs and requirements.
It is believed that parents choose schools based on 4 factors, reputation/results, curriculum, convenience and quality of teachers. M Holley (2017) discovered that parents deciding to choose charter schools in America, surprisingly the quality of teachers was the last factor that was considered. FaCE understands and recognises there are many barriers to parental choice, time pressures, family circumstances, geography and physical barriers, lack of confidence, suspicion and mistrust and unfamiliarity. Schools must be clear and informative, invite the local community in, organise events based on parent’s needs, supporting families to access the setting through a variety of resources, overcoming barriers allowing parents to make the right choices based on facts rather than circumstance. However, are the facts always correct? And does the schools academic achievements really have a huge influence on each individual child. The Department of Education (2003) recognises that confident parents, who support their children will have a significant impact on pupil’s achievement but suggests that parent’s involvement within their child’s education can influence their learning and education more than the quality of the school in which they attend.  Many parents choose private schools believing their children will receive a much greater education, offering far more many prospects than other schools. This is not always a possibility, 1 in 5 families within the UK are believed to be living in poverty, Oxfam (2018) unfortunately, without enough funds children and families do not have the right to access these resources unless other methods can be sourced. Is this fair and does this create a divide within society? how can Inclusion occur when it is not available to all? Research Development (2004) found that in Australia family backgrounds had a huge impact on the selection of private schools, those with a higher occupational status were more likely to choose a private school compared to those with lower occupational status.  As a result of this are, we allowing exclusion to become more apparent? (The Guardian 2009) published a report based on a study expressing that giving parents a choice of where their child attends school creates a social divide. The study showed that parents from lower income households chose schools due to the location and being close to their home address, whilst higher income households opted for primary education because of their academic record. Over 200,000 children in Wales are believed to be living in poverty and is associated with parenting behaviours and low academic attainment. Poor living conditions, ill health and lack of money create difficulties for parents, poor cognitive and literacy skills arise due to a lack of parent and child interactive resulting in unsuitable conditions that enable children to learn and gain opportunities. (Welsh Government 2015). Lack of parental skills is the second most common barrier of parental engagement, parents themselves may have poor academic abilities and found their education a hardship or have a low opinion of the education system due to their own experiences. This forming a lack of understanding and confidence, unable to support their child with homework and reading, resulting in negative engagement remaining a hard to reach family. (Harris, A. and Goodall, J. 2007).  Lone parents face similar barriers, Welsh government (2015) found that these parents felt less confident when speaking with teachers and engaging with schools. 
Theme 3 of FaCE the challenge together resource expresses the importance of using a collaborative approach with good multi-agency working, encouraging parents to access support and nurture groups such as Incredible Years and Families and schools together will establish good parental engagement by supporting families based on their needs. (Welsh Government 2015). Allowing parents to express their views though various routes, using transition points to engage well with families and good communication with parents inside and outside of school can all assist in supporting effective engagement and inclusion for all.
Epstein’s Theory of Family and school connections similar to the FaCE toolkit, shares the same perspectives, separate responsibilities, shared responsibilities and sequential responsibilities.  (Hurrelmann, K., Kaufmann, F.X. and Losel, F. 1987) If all parties work effectively supporting children the outcome will be much greater, 
Many children are educated within the home, generally parents choose this option for academic, social, family and religious reasons, and may occur through minority groups such as gypsy travellers and minority ethnic groups. 
Kids Health (2019) lists many disadvantages to this method, suggesting children miss out on crucial experiences, parents may not be trained in the teaching field and children may not develop socially and academically, however some of the most influential individuals were home schooled such as Benjamin Franklin, Charles Dickens and Winston Churchill (Aleteia 2019). Not all socialization can positive for children, being exposed to drugs, bulling and peer pressure can have huge effects on a child’s social development. (ASCD.org).  Maslow (2013) would suggest the main ingredient for all children whether in mainstream or home-schooled education to learn successfully and become self-motivated is to meet their basic needs, food, water, warmth, belonginess, security and love, developing self-worth and stability will provide them with the basic skills they require to be socially positive. Similar to Maslow, Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory shares some of the same ideas, children do not exist independently growing and developing solely without any encouragement or effect from society around them, their environment and their peers. Children are hugely impacted by the world around them. A child’s microsystem requires parents, teachers and caregivers to interact positively with a child to create a balance for learning growth. (Bronfenbrenner, U. 1979).
Unfortunately, minority and ALN groups such as gypsy travellers, asylum seekers, young mothers, children in care or under local authority, have more difficulty engaging with schools and settings due to several barriers such as, children not attending on a regular basis, family backgrounds and extended families, lower income families, foreign students, language barriers, and more. (Welsh Government 2015). FaCE expresses the importance of reaching out and engaging with these families. Many schools struggle to offer additional support through funding however the Pupil Deprivation Grant is awarded to schools based on the number of children in receipt of free school meals. (Welsh Government 2015). This can prove a hugely useful resource, but many schools have a small minority of children receiving free school meals therefore the funding will be much less. It can be argued that there is much needing funding for interpreters and translators, more additional learning needs support staff. Not all children with an additional need will receive free school meals. As a result, do these children miss out on vital resources to enable them to be fully inclusive and gain a good education? And do they become the minority?

Through no fault of their own teachers and schools now create barriers to engagement, through policies and procedures teachers and schools must abide by regulations and restrictions. Due to child protection law many schools no longer offer an open-door policy excluding parents from visiting the school unless invited. Parents opportunities to engage with teachers occurs at key transition times the busiest times of the day. Teachers continuously find themselves under greater pressure through their workload that parental engagement is not always the upmost of importance, however with good parental engagement there are huge advantages for both child and school. With good engagement and support from both parties’ greater achievements can be shared. (UK Government N.D).

During the last forty years the Impact of parental engagement within education on children has been recognised as a significant factor for improving a child’s quality of education and academic attainment, equating to better outcomes for a child. Epstein’s School- Family- Community Partnership Model has become an influential source for parental involvement research. The model recognises six types of educational involvement, encouraging schools to develop events and activities that engage all three parties, family, school and community whilst sharing and influencing the success of a child. Designed with two components in mind, Spheres and Involvement the key concept of the Partnership model is all stakeholders share the same influences and interests within a child’s education.  (Epstein, J. 2010). 
Research shows that parental involvement within the early years has a huge impact on both children’s cognitive and literacy skills, a recent survey in England stated that 70% of parents wished to have more involvement within their child’s education, (Department of Education 2017) showing huge promise for the future. Time spent with children within the home environment using numbers, letters and vocabulary is linked to higher academic attainment. Whilst the National Child Development Study 2016 shows findings that parental involvement has significant effects on achievement through to adolescence. Vygotsky’s theory of childhood development has huge influences on these findings, believing that an ideal environment is most likely to facilitate healthy growth and development, children learn through interactions from peers and those around them. Through a child’s own inquisitiveness and exploration children will learn through acceptance, words and actions used by their peers will establish their findings. Thus, the importance of positive parental involvement and engagement. (Simply Psychology 2018).  Parental engagement with school-based events such as parent education workshops. Information evenings, teacher/ parent meetings and information using social media and technology proves an essential tool to enable a good working relationship. Other benefits of parental engagement can be seen through better relationships, improved attendance, school climate, teacher and student morale. (Hornby, G. and Lafaele, R. 2011). Whilst a clear link between parental engagement and academic attainment is proven it does not explain which parental skills or engagement work best. Globally finding the answers to this question will promote children’s learning and development. (Gems Education 2010).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Continuous reflection and evaluation of services and working practise allows policy to adapt and change. Schools are provided with the much-needed guidance required to decrease barriers to inclusion through parental engagement. Research suggests that schools work endlessly to try and engage with parents more affectively, however constant constraints arise and as one is challenged another one appears. It is hope full that implementing resources such as FaCE, parents will become more engaged with their child’s school giving them a much needed advantage to a healthy start if life and a righter education.




EQUALITY AND EQUABILITY – use in conclusion




Schools are ever changing policy and practice in order to create a fully inclusive environment, without the support and engagements from parents and families will create barriers to inclusion.
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