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	NAME: KYLE SCOTT

	STUDENT ID No.: 2016626

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: A review of the UK police’s use of force powers, policies, and less lethal options


INTRODUCTION:

In recent years police use of force powers have come under heavy criticism, with cases ranging from America involving George Floyd to the UK case of footballer Dalian Atkinson whereby both individuals tragically died and have been subjected to some form of use of force by police officers.

Police officers are now being held more accountable and are being challenged more each day on their use of force powers by members of the public, in more recent years the use of force during stop searches have become a focal point for the public. The met police back in 2012 were heavily criticised in regards to their territorial support team (TST) were condemned for their heavy handed use of force during a protest in London (Police's use of force criticised, 2012). 

Police officers have certain powers and powers under common law to utilise in their day-to-day roles, these powers can be the difference between life and death for an officer on duty or protecting a member of the public. These powers are as follows ‘’ Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 Section 117 provides the authority for the use of force, when executing the powers found in the act.’’ And Section 3, Criminal Law Act 1967 “A person may use such force as is reasonable in the circumstances in the prevention of crime, or in the effecting or assisting in the lawful arrest of offenders or suspected offenders, or of persons unlawfully at large” (Use of force, 2012)

I wish to delve deeper and review case studies, circumstances where use of force and review why it has.

Use of force is a widely focused on issue with the public and is closely scrutinised by members of the public, the independent office for police conduct (IOPC) and professional standards departments within the police. It can also have a profound effect on the police officer using said force and can then place that officer under immense pressure if something was to go wrong.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The UK’s police forces come intense scrutiny when it comes to the subject matter of use of force, a survey conducted for the IOPC found that members of the public were ‘A quarter of the public felt concerned about how frequently the police use force, and one in every 25 people reported being very concerned about it. The severity of force was rated as follows by the public: o for ‘everyday’ use, voice commands and handcuffs are at the lower end of force, the baton at the top end and body strikes 1 midway o for less routine events (e.g. armed robbery, crowd control), and a rising in level of severity are: CS spray, Tasers, use of dogs, firearms’’ (Police use of force, 2015).

The UK’s police forces record each incident in whereby use of force has been utilised by its officers, its is recorded as follows ‘’Police officers must record the details of any incident where they deployed force tactics through a ‘use of force report’. Where a situation involved more than one individual or officer using force, each officer who used force must complete one use of force report, per individual, detailing their ‘own’ use of force.’’ (User guide to Police use of force statistics, England and Wales, 2020)

My second objective is to review the less lethal options utilised by police and how these would be used by officers on the frontline and the risk assessment behind deploying such tactics. With introduction of Taser and AEP and CS Spray, front line officers are better equipped to deal with such threats as knife crime and violent offenders. Dyfed Powys Police released their use of force in quarter 1 of 2022-2023 and the results showed that 41% of subjects were compliant and that 0 complaints were received as shown on the below graph. (Use of force, 2022)

1. Review police use of forces policies and powers
2. Review less lethal options available
3. Conducted survey to identify how often force is used and for what reasons
4. Analyse results and identify any changes which could impact when and how force is used   
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	LITERATURE REVIEW:

To research this topic, I will seek to find information through government statistics and documents online as well as researching through police forces for stats and figures in relation to the use of force. Government websites will show dating relating to complaints, use of force by officers, what type of use of force and why it was used. I will use such websites as gov.uk to obtain such data. (Police use of force statistics, 2018).

UK police forces also record data and stats in relation to use of force, so I will look to seek these out and analyse this also. I will also investigate case studies and incidents covered by the media to see the impact of use of force by police.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be using secondary dating through open source searching, I will use data from government statistics and police forces throughout the UK to collect data and analyse. I will also be researching case studies relating to use of force.  

I will also use surveys from work colleagues, this will enable me to obtain a wide variety of views and opinions. The surveys will reflect answers from first hand experiences which will enable me to have a fair and open review of the subject.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be intending to ask police officers / work colleagues in a general survey surrounding the use of force. This will be the best sample due to the target sample having first-hand knowledge around the subject and in impartial view about it


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Police use of force has been highlighted in many ways over the past few years, with some of the attention being brought forward for negative reasons. 

When conducting my research, I will keep in mind the sensitive nature towards the subject and the audience I plan to seek research from.

	TIME SCALE:

Proposal / ethics form -21/11/22

Literature review – 23/01/23

Methodology – 13/03/23

Results – 01/05/22

Recommendations – 05/06/23

Final submission – 03/07/23
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