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[bookmark: _Toc118380147]Preparing for Higher Education
[bookmark: _Int_tXFuomcE][bookmark: _Int_SoPKZLGB][bookmark: _Int_KNa3U3kE][bookmark: _Int_eP3XNCJR][bookmark: _Int_TVoY9dd7][bookmark: _Int_RGWSAl15]Every student dream of proceeding with higher education to achieve their set academic goals. Most students find that joining a university is a difficult obstacle to overcome, but for some, it is a terrifying step into the unknown according to Case, Marshall and Grayson (2013). However, the rapid transition from the regulated school environment of college and relatives to a setting where the students are required to embrace individual responsibilities for both intellectual and social areas of their daily lives can cause worry and anguish and undermine their typical coping strategies. Some learners will eventually adjust by disregarding the difficulties. Poor achievement and high school dropout rates are the consequences of students who are unable to successfully adjust to the additional academic and social expectations of university experience (Hassel and Ridout, 2018). After getting the exam results, students should prepare well for higher education in a way that will make their studies more convenient throughout their studies.
[bookmark: _Int_uohoaFqz][bookmark: _Int_WCPzBdzq][bookmark: _Int_jknseBEb][bookmark: _Int_Kr7y0VvG][bookmark: _Int_Y76LxFlh][bookmark: _Int_JdoBGKQE][bookmark: _Int_Djo2XJmF][bookmark: _Int_3FoQ7DCA]They should take time and select their preferred universities. This process should be done in consultation with senior persons including parents, friends and other graduates. The students can also talk with other first year students through online networking sites (Geertshuis, Jung, Cooper-Thomas, 2014). Throughout the break that universities give before commencement of learning, students should use the opportunity to ask questions. It is a wise idea to engage professionals in the university.   It is also important to ensure that there are extra supplies and every equipment to be used is fully functional. They should make sure that their personal computers are in good condition to avoid interruptions. Students should also practice their time management well. This is because success in studies is largely reliant on the ability to manage time well. There should be a balance between leisure time and class work (Schnackenberg and Johnson, 2019).
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Mind Map of Becoming a Digital LearnerThe current information technology has evolved into a participatory medium, creating an environment that is continually being altered and moulded by the involvement itself. The frameworks that learners use to study support, direct, and alter their thinking patterns, allowing them to engage in tasks that are typically outside the scope of their unaided capabilities.

The key to being a digital learner for teenagers is to embrace the wealth of educational channel available to them. Online education is well acknowledged to be the future (Groff, 2013). The digital learner is required to go over the study materials on a weekly basis and ask for clarification as necessary. Students should start by talking to their fellow classmates before asking their instructor, lecturer, as well as unit supervisor for more details.








Setting goals will help learners maintain focus while learning on a computer. The size of such a goal can vary. The finest online students like pushing themselves to succeed and coming up with new strategies for doing so (Kuh et al., 2011).



BECOMING A DIGITAL LEARNER




The personal and professional lives of students are getting more reliant on digital networks and resources. Digital learning broadens accessibility to learning and knowledge while giving students the mentality and skills they need to succeed both now and in future (Elumalai et al., 2021).


Students are at the heart of personalized educational experiences, which provide them the flexibility and freedom to take charge of their own education.






Advanced technology is an important part of education. Students can generate material, engage in expert interaction, work collaboratively with colleagues, and take part in simulations using digital applications, techniques, and materials.
The innovative use of digital technology can assist students in engaging digital learners in information, reinforcing skills necessary for modern life (Sefton-Green and Brown, 2014). 


[bookmark: _Toc118380149][bookmark: _Int_4FGmAErZ]Reflection Using Borton’s Model of Reflection
[bookmark: _Int_rguaThIV][bookmark: _Int_xeifvyAt][bookmark: _Int_ZDcZLRIe][bookmark: _Int_gsEo76z1][bookmark: _Int_NJCvHG4g][bookmark: _Int_RQOzmDXO]When I joined the university, I was very excited to find great things that opened that enhanced my learning. I found good friends and lecturers that became part of my success throughout my university studies.  The university invested a lot in information technology, and this is a great contribution to digital learning. Online learning was highly used throughout the session. This was a more covenient way since it does not involve a lot of movement. I was able to understand the right procedures to follow when accessing online learning and resources. The books, notes, pdf files and videos were available for revision. When it was time to do an assignment, I was very excited to be part of the students that were doing an assignment through online platforms that were highly monitored to avoid malpractices. This motivated me to do more research on the current technology. 
[bookmark: _Int_9NoZDa7x][bookmark: _Int_lf9UohZ7][bookmark: _Int_iBOzWtrU][bookmark: _Int_iL4GON5r][bookmark: _Int_PkOfbX0m][bookmark: _Int_sNII9UCu][bookmark: _Int_hJJfkRdH]The learning process was successful despite the challenges that I encountered. The ICT help team was ready to solve all the problems that online learning had. The common problem was regular system breakdown and other technical issues. In a setting that is exclusively online, technical problems are inevitable. New remote learning sessions are interrupted by technical problems and poor internet connectivity, which only make the online environment more frustrating. Weak computers might make it difficult to interact with virtual peers as well as the learning experience since the computer will occasionally crash, the Wi-Fi can be unreliable at occasions, or both according to Gillett-Swan (2017). For these issues, I had to consult experts to get a lasting solution since this can be a lasting problem if not solved. Greenhow, Graham and Koehler (2022) states that students should choose a high-quality internet connection service and are aware of where to turn if they require connection-related technical support. They should also ensure their computers are well fixed. Online learning is very important when taken seriously. I intend to do more research and embrace online classes to increase chances of succeeding in class. 
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