

Approaches to Research and Academic Communication.-20240121_163941-Meeting Recording.mp4


This paper examines the philosophical and methodological challenges related to management and leadership in education, focusing on Vella's (2022) study. The research is based on three philosophical presuppositions: axiology, epistemology, and ontology. Ontology refers to the fundamental nature of existence, reality, and truth. Epistemology investigates the nature of knowing and explores the fundamental aspects of reality. Five prominent social science ideologies are identified: pragmatism, interpretivism, postmodernism, critical realism, and positivism.

The paper focuses on Vella's (2022) study, Leadership and Gender: The disparity among Us. Presenting the accounts of experienced female educational leaders in Malta, the study was published in the Journal of Educational Leadership in January 2022. In Malta, senior leaders are chosen from the ministry of education at the directorial level. The study investigates the perspectives and encounters of senior female educational leaders in the specific setting of Malta. The study employs a constructivist and interpretivist paradigm, along with a narrative technique. Data obtained through qualitative research conducted via in-depth interviews with eight senior female leaders is used.


