ECAD5007 assignment 

Introduction 

[bookmark: _Int_7fmH26GS]During this assignment I will be guiding you through an intervention that supports the learning and development of a pupil. The pupil is male, age nine and in a year four class with 30 pupils. He does not enjoy class work however; he really enjoys sports and physical lessons. He does not enjoy maths, language, or writing, but he is willing to complete work on a computer. The pupil sometimes sulks and gets in a bad mood if he is not allowed to complete work on the laptop. He then asks politely to leave the classroom to have ten minutes to himself to have some quiet time. I am concerned that his academic work is not at the same standard as his other peers within the class. He loves going outside and taking part in practical activities. It is quoted by Vygotsky (1978) that “In play, the child is always behaving beyond his age, above usual everyday behaviour; in play he is, as it were, a head above himself. Play contains in a concentrated form, as in the focus of a magnifying glass, all development tendencies; it is as if the child tries to jump above his usual level.” This suggests that this pupil can express himself during the outdoors, because he is a head above himself and is able to be and express himself within that environment.  He helps a lot around the classroom, tidying up the classroom, collecting in pupils work, and being outside looking after the school eco garden and watering the flowers. 
When he refuses to complete work, he does not interrupt the class, he sits the quietly thinking about being outside and enjoying the outdoors. He prefers to be alone on the yard kicking a ball, rather than joining in with his other classmates. 
[bookmark: _Int_BIUJGL9m]I will be targeting the emotional development and learning of this pupil as I want him to develop his emotions when getting answers wrong and when he fails to perform tasks. When (Hedegaard, 1990) I say ‘progress’ in learning. I want to see this pupil thrive and get to his full potential. “What a child can do today with assistance, she will be able to do by herself tomorrow.” Vygotsky (1978) this suggests that if you show wiliness, guidance and help towards a pupil they will thrive and really want to learn. Each day, they will keep getting better and understand the importance of learning and wanting to achieve the best that they can. 

As a teacher there are different strategies to teaching and different interventions to help the needs of different pupils within the classroom. I have chosen an intervention that will help this pupil strive to the best that he can be. I have chosen the ‘waves of support’ intervention. There are three different waves to this intervention. The first wave “inclusive, quality teaching for all which consider the needs of all the children in the classroom.  Wave 2 – additional interventions to enable children to work at age related expectations or above. Wave 3 – personalised interventions” (Choudry, 2021, p, 167). I will implement this into my lessons at the start of each topic, by differentiating work for different abilities within the classroom environment. As a class we will do work on the carpet first to activate their brains and prior knowledge, to see their understanding of the topic. Then they will be given different worksheets on the level of ability that they are at. It will challenge them individually, as I want them to develop their knowledge. The pupil will work closely with his peers, but also myself so he builds confidence before going off and doing work by himself. During wave two – SENCO’s will be supporting myself as the teacher and all staff on a daily at this level by looking at and observing all lessons and giving advice and suggestions as well as monitoring and coaching. During these times, as a teacher I need to be very inclusive within my teaching. I will plan lessons carefully so that all pupils are able to participate, can grasp all learning at their own level, knowing that they have taken away new learnings away with them from each lesson. In each lesson, the pupil will be made of aware of what there is to be learned, how these fit into their prior knowledge to last lesson, what the next steps look like and where the learning will be going over the period of each lesson. It is good to make the pupil aware of what is expected from the, from the start of each topic and what they are going to learn each time. During the lessons as an inclusive teacher, I will make sure that I will model good practice through each topic, make sure that the pupil is aware of the key points of the learning for all. 
Wave three is where the individual learning comes in. It targets progress and enables children to reach their full potential and targets those individuals that require more additional support to address their needs within the classroom. It is designed to accelerate their progress. During this period, the pupil will be working closely with a teaching assistant to make sure that he develops his reading and writing skills to get him up to his required age. It will benefit him a lot as it will develop his confidence at a one-to-one basis before transferring that with the whole class and being able to reach the standards that the pupil needs to meet for his full potential. 

[bookmark: _Int_ri5iEzRp][bookmark: _Int_bYsUBtF9]There are so many positives to this intervention first one being personalised learning. “Focusing on the child as an individual and his specific needs” this will mean that this pupil can have specific targets to help achieve his goals and work towards achieving the best that he can. “A use of simplified vocabulary and language and small achievable agreed targets” this is great for this specific pupil as it will develop his language a lot, but at a steady pace where he can thrive and be completely engaged. It is quoted by Vygotsky that “the only good learning is that which is in advance of development” and “the specific human capacity for language enables children to provide the auxiliary tools in the solution of difficult tasks, to overcome impulsive action, to plan a solution to a problem prior to its execution, and to master their own behaviour” (Vygotsky, Mind In Society, 1978).  This suggests that development is key for every pupil, but in their own unique way and their own time scale. This pupil tends to sulk when he cannot or does not want to do the work, so this will be an effective way to master his behaviour during completing classwork in class and having tools to find solutions to overcome difficult tasks. Allowing plenty of time for development of this pupil so that he does not get overwhelmed and lose interest of the topics. During different topics I will include his strengths and interests during the tasks. During the maths topic ‘numbers’ I will include his interests in the topic, by taking him outside into the garden area where he enjoys being and implement it into the lesson. Counting, adding, and subtracting different flowers for him to be interested in the topic. Vygotsky suggests that “a child’s greatest achievements are possible in play, achievements that tomorrow will become her basic level of real action and morality” (Vygotsky, 1978). This means that if you bring in his strengths and interests with the class, he will achieve his greatest achievements because he is interested in learning in something that he enjoys. It will then become a routine and it will come naturally to him to involve numbers where he enjoys being. It will become a basic level of real action and morality. Enjoyment is the key to success to thriving and learning new things. 
Early intervention is another key part of this intervention. It is to alleviate those factors that impact the ability of the child and fulfil their max potential in school and in life. It will improve the progress and outcomes in cognition and learning and physical and mental health. It does not just target the whole class; it targets individuals, and this will have a huge positive impact on this pupil with his progression throughout his school life. It has an impact on wellbeing, behaviour, an also language which are key parts of this pupil’s development. When focusing on individual learning, there are no distractions for the pupil so he can just focus on getting his work done. He will have grand expectations of myself, the teacher and himself, so in this instance being a good role model will help the situation and the people with his behaviour towards the work that he is doing. Most behavioural issues come from boredom, so if the work is fun and exciting for the pupil, and includes some of his strengths and enjoyments, the pupil will be interested in completing work without him noticing. With a one to one, as a teacher we can tailor the level of difficulty for the pupil and know when the level needs to made harder or easier for them. A key point is to make sure that the pupil is highly motivated and completely engaged to complete his work. They need to be able to thrive when at a one-to-one basis. For this pupil having one to one lesson, it will be easier for him to set goals for his work, work on areas that he needs to improve on and divide all the lessons that he struggles with into chunks, so it will be a lot less overwhelming for him. Building a positive relationship with the student is so key for them to be comfortable to be able to thrive, but also make is takes along the way of his learning journey. 
Placement - 
[bookmark: _Int_VSeGB7kP]During my time on placement there was a process to intervention groups. It starts with the identification of the child with baseline assessments (AWRT, Salford, Holborn, basic skill assessment, and National tests). Analyse data gaps in the learning of the individual. Set targets for the individual – SMART (small, measurable, achievable, realistic, and timescale). This will be shared with parents and with the pupil. Reassess is the last stage, what the next steps will be. A new intervention to support the child, give him the support, and help that he needs to achieve the best of his ability. There were many intervention groups offered for KS2 in this school. These included literacy and numeracy catch ups, development coordination difficulties (DCD), speech and language, toe by toe, and emotional literacy support assistant (ELSA). The ones that stood out for this pupil were the literacy and numeracy catch ups, and speech and language. This pupil would benefit by having these within the school to improve his numeracy, literacy, and language development. This can be done within a group environment and at a one-to-one basis. Having one to one to start will develop his confidence going into group work with other pupils, feeling free to express his knowledge and understanding. Carl Rogers (1959) stated that “growth occurs when individuals confront problems, struggle to master them, and through that struggle develop new aspects of their skills, capacities, views about life.” This is such a positive message for all pupils to know that if you keep working hard and keep fighting to get the best from yourself, growth will happen and development of their skills and knowledge will grow and grow overtime to the best of their ability. Motivation is a key part to the development of the child. The expectancy value theory is expectancy x value = motivation. The expectancy side means the extent to which the child wants success in their learning, and the value is the value of how much the learner values the learning side. Motivation within the child creates a reciprocal relation to performance and learning. “That is, motivation influences learning and performance and what students do and learn influences their motivation” (Pintrich,2003; Schank,1995). This complies that motivation underpins the amount of effort a child puts into the work. If the child is highly motivated, they will be engaged in learning and the performance will come over time. Toyn implies that a pre-condition to all learning is motivation. It affects the amount of time pupils are willing to out into their learning. 
Motivation links in with the ‘waves of support’ intervention as the teaching is suited to all needs, which draws the pupils to what they like, but also to the pupil’s fullest potential. As there are three waves with waves of support, there are 4 kinds of motivation. Positive - Motivation towards a goal. Extrinsic – someone wants you to do it. Intrinsic – you want to do it. Negative – motivation away from something. Carl Rogers (1994), only one percent of activities within a school environment gives pupils a choice of what they want to do. So, linking this with my pupil, this needs to change. Bringing and including things and topics that the pupil enjoys, will drive his motivation to want to learn and contribute to his work and push himself strive for the best. Having high persistence and effort will indicate motivation and working for longer times indicates motivation and the wiliness to work hard to improve each time he works, and this will be seen over time during his educational journey within school. 
It is suggested by Ricci (2013) that “a brief system that suggests that one’s intelligence can be grown or developed by persistence, effort and focus on learning”. So, if the pupil keeps working hard and sticks at it, he will achieve his goals and will be developed along his journey. During this time, the teacher needs to keep coming back to this, as challenges will asset during this period, as sometimes he refuses to do work. So, by coming back to ‘working hard, putting in the effort, and including activities within the lesson that he enjoys, he will succeed and be highly motivated to continue his journey. 
Development is key throughout this process, so by keeping record of what he learns each lesson and how much he remembers is a key element to the journey of his progress. It is stated by Bandura that “people judge their own capabilities partly by comparing their performances with those of others.” To sum this up, if the pupil only focusses on his own learning and capability, he will thrive and just compare his hard work to himself. ‘Your biggest competition is yourself’ so keep improving and working on the things that need improving, keep pushing yourself and enjoy learning, the pupil can achieve anything he sets his mind to. If you enjoy something, you will always give one hundred percent and the performance will back it up. This indicates seeing development in work, wanting to take part in subjects that he did not enjoy at first, but including activities he enjoys into topics to higher his motivation and enjoyment. Motivation and enjoyment are key to everything within the teaching environment. 

For this pupil, a splendid example from Carl Rogers is “the good life is a process, not a state of being. It is a direction not a destination.” This suggests that the process of this pupil’s journey is a direction of success if he puts the challenging work in, but also gets the same from the teacher that he works with. Working hard to get the success that he deserves, but also enjoying the journey to be the best that he can be. ( (Farber B. &., 2012)


· [bookmark: _Int_CtIKyQum][bookmark: _Int_kVBJfpv3]Barriers of the intervention – there are so many positive outcomes that come from this intervention, but there also has some barriers and negative aspects. Firstly, during wave three of the intervention, the pupil is required to have one to one with the teaching assistant. During this time, he may feel that he is different from the class and his peers and may not want to do things at a one-to-one basis as he may feel embarrassed and uncomfortable. “There can be a lack of individual study time. They might not have the same ‘sink in time' as they would have in a group. This can go against the acquisition of language, especially if teachers do not give enough restricted practise (Scrivener, 1987) of new language, and students do not absorb the language as effectively as they would if they had more time to reflect and process input in a class where the teacher might be more comfortable with silent periods.” This can be a negative for the pupil’s progress as he might not be able to take in the information from a one-to-one basis. If he is not on the laptop, he might refuse to do the work with just a pen and paper and with the teacher alone. To solve this, the teaching assistant will have to implement and bring the laptop for the first couple of times to make the pupil feel and ease and comfortable, and then eventually and slowly take away the laptop, so he can work in his workbook. This will then develop his confidence when he does work with the whole class. He will be able to sit and do work in his book as he has been able to do it over time. He will feel like he is part of the class and is on the same level as his peers. He will not feel left out and isolated from his class. This is a positive to develop his writing and language before going back with the whole class. There might not be enough staff to support the learner and the cost to train the teaching assistants to be able to do one to one work with this pupil. Schools might not be able to fund for the teacher to go on a course to the pupil. Losing a teaching assistant is like losing a right arm. It is a long time for then the school to find another cover for the teaching assistant which costs money again. This is a challenge but can be resolved. It would be great if the school could hold fundraising days to raise money for the school to support the needs of different children throughout the year groups. This will give more opportunities for teachers to go on courses to help the needs of the pupil. Vygotsky once said, “the greatest sign of success for a teacher… is to be able to say, the children are now working as if I did not exist.” This sums up the importance of teachers and teaching assistants being able to develop the child’s needs and be confident within the classroom environment. 
A solution to this would be if a little group went out together. Building the pupils confidence around a few of his peers. This will then have a positive impact on the pupil’s progress as he gets to learn with a few of his peers and not feel as if he is isolated away from the classroom environment. A solution for laptop work would be to start the pupil with a laptop and a few of the other pupils doing work together. Eventually brining in working books to answer the questions but reading the questions from the laptop so the pupil still has that comfort with technology. This will ease the pupil into work in his book, which he will see that the other pupils are doing and will feel a lot more comfortable because he has not been thrown in to do it straight away. 
Conclusion 
To summarise and put the discussion together of the development of the pupil and training of the staff, the next steps would be to roll this intervention out across the whole school and to every class. Provide teaching assistants the opportunity to develop their understanding of the needs of the children by going on extra courses to help the child/children to achieve the best of their ability. This will then give confidence to the teaching assistant, knowing that they are able to give their full knowledge and understanding of the what the pupils need is. By doing the intervention ‘waves of support’ it will include all the needs of the children within the classroom environment and will help the development of that specific child. It will enable the child to then develop on to age related work and expectations will be higher and above. Having personalised interventions is key during a class of thirty pupils. Getting to see where each one is at with their development stage and progression stage within their school life. Choosing this as an intervention really helped me see as ‘the teacher’ what the needs of different abilities need and want to reach their highest potential. For further development of the pupil, it would be a brilliant to include the parents in this intervention moving forward. Telling them how their child is progressing and telling what stage of wave they are at within the classroom. This would have such a positive impact on the future of the child as they can build their confidence throughout their year within the classroom and reach their highest potential in every subject that they do. This will then develop the pupils’ emotional needs as they have been eased into starting something new and progressed throughout the year. This will then be shown in their schoolwork and achievements. 
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